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INTRODUCTION, 

romantic life of King Harold — 
le laft monarch before England 
11 under a feries of dominations of 
.^reign dynafties, wluch has lafted 
nearly nine hundred years — ^has, for a coniiderable 
time, formed an interefting theme with hiftorians 
and men of literature. It is printed in the follow- 
ing pages from a careful collation with the imique 
manufcript in the Harley Library of the Britifh 
Mufeum, No. 3776, with a tranflation for the 
firft time. 

For the convenience of reference, I ihall divide 
the fubjeft of this introduction into the following 
feftions: (i) Defcription of the Manufcript; 
(2) Hiftory of the Manufcript ; (3) Notices of 
the Hiftorical Points, and of the Tranflation. 

I. Description op- the Manuscript. 

The manufcript is of quarto fize, meafuring 
I of inches by 8 inches, of fomewhat thick and 
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vi IntroduBian. 

rough vellum. The writing, in pale-coloured ink, is 
contained in thirty-one lines to a page, in a Gotluc 
or black-letter book hand, occafionally difficult to 
interpret, becaufe of the fimilar way of forming 
the iw, niy uiy in^ etc. It is evidently written, or 
rather copied from the author's own writing, by a 
fcribe ignorant of Latin — perhaps a novice of the 
great Abbey of Waltham — for feveral words are 
found divided erroneoufly, and others occur where 
they are improperly joined together. The ink, 
originally black, is now of a faded brown colour. 
The ornamental initial letters at the beginning of 
paragraphs are of red or blue colour ; and the 
rubrics, or contents of chapters, are in red. The 
writing is of the latter end of the thirteenth 
century, or, at lateft, of the beginning of the 
fourteenth centtiry. 

The volume, of which the " Vita Haroldi '" 
forms the firft article, contains feveral other 
treatifes, written by the fame fcribe, which have 
been difturbed at fome time from their original 
order of produiftion, and other works have been 
introduced, although they have no conneftion 
with Waltham. The Waltham treatifes are 
numbered by the fcribe in numerical order, fo that 
we can readily reconftruft the arrangement of the 
volume when it repofed upon the quiet fhelves of 
the fcriptorium of that great monaftery. The 
fubjoined table (hows the contents of the work : 
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vu 



Folio 



1-24 



25-30 



31-35^ 



Nunention Numeration 

oTtlM ofth« 

Waltham Harley 

Library. Library. 

.1. (i) Vita Haroldi 

.A. (2) Ifta que fecuntur . . . 

deficiunt in Libro 
de Inventione 
Crucis noftre de 
Waltham, etc. ... 

.5. Lift of reliques 

brought by Harold 
to Waltham Ab- 
bey, etc. {Lat^ ... 

.6. Miracles performed 

by the wood of 
the Holy Crofs at 
the altar of St. 
John the Evange- 
lift, etc. {Lat) ... 

•A- Verfes on Waltham 

Abbey ; Names of 
the Abbots, etc.; 
Vifions, etc. {Lat. 
and French) 

.8. A traft on the In- 
vention of the 
Holy Crofs of 
Waltham 

*(3) A fliort chronicle of 
England from 

* Numbers 3 to 7 have been added to the volume; 
they are not of the fame fize, and are of later date. There 
is no evidence connecting them with Waltham. 



35^-38 



38-42 



43-62 
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IntroduSHott. 




Numention 


NuiMnuion 




Folio 


of the 


orth« 






Walduun 


Harley 






library. 


Ubrary. 


1066 to I 128 








(L^/-) 


63^6 




*(4) 


Life of St. Brandan 








{Lat.) 


67-75* 




*!(5) 


Henry of Saltrey's 
"Purgatory of St. 








Patrick" (Ztf/.)... 


75^-82 




*(6) 


Life of Tungal, 
Bifliop of Caftiel 








{Lat>i 


82-89* 




*(7) 


ThreeVifionsofHell, 








etc. {Lat) 


89*-92 


.2. 


(8) 


Meditation of St. 
Bonaventura, 
Minifter - General 
of the Minorite 








Friars {Lat^ ... 


94.114 


.3. 




Philofophical treat- 
ifes on fobriety; 








oldage,etc.(Z4?A) 


Ii4*-ii6* 




(9) 


Verfes on " Quid eft 
Femina." This, 
although made a 
feparate article, in 
the Harley cata- 
Ic^e, is part of 
the old numera- 
tion 3* It ends 
abruptly at the 








bottom of the page 


Ii6*-ii7 
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IntroduBion. ix 

Numeratioii Numeration Folio 

of the of the 

Wahham Harley 

library. library. 

*(io) " Martilogium fanc- 
torum in Anglia." 
A later traft on 
the burial-places 
of Engliih faints 
{Lat) 1 18-128 

*(ii) A calendar of the 
Saints' days and 
fefHvals, between 
twofly -leaves, from 
a fervice book 
{Lat.) 129-135 

IL History of the Manuscript. 

Of the authorihip of this early tale (whether 
true or legendary we may never know) nothing 
is known for certain. Internal evidences point to 
the probability that it was compofed about a 
hundred and fifty years after the battle of HafHngs. 
Sir Thomas Duffiis Hardy (whofe account of the 
Codex is given in his " Defcriptive Catalogue of 
Manufcripts relating to the Early Hiflory of Great 
Britain," vol. i., pp. 668-671) ftates that in his 
opinion "there is probably fome truth in this 
curious narrative, but its errors are great and 
numerous. It is, however, known from good 
evidence that there was a report in circulation at 
an early period that Harold had efcaped from the 

* Thefe two articles have never belonged to th^ Waltham 
MS. 
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X IntroduBwn. 

flaughter at Haftings ;" and he refers to Brompton,^ 
Knyghton,^ -ffilred of Rievaulx,^ and Giraldus 
Cambrenfis,^ thofe who arc curious to know more 
on this fubjeft. It is unneceffary to puriiie this 
afpeft of the fubjeft on tlus occafion, for the objeft 
in view is not to theorize upon a matter which, 
after all that can be &id on both fides, muft yet 
remdn unfolved. The endeavour of the prefent 
work is to prefent to the reader, in a convenient 
form, a text carefully collated from the only 
manufcript known to exift at the prefent time, 
^th a tranflation appended to it (as literal as the 
remarkable flyle and phrafeology, obfcure, and in 
many places abfolutely unintelligible, as it is, will 
allow it to be, but yet not flaviihly clofe fo as to 
be uninterefting to the general reader), for the ufe 
of thofe who cannot read it in the original Latin 
in which it is compofed. 

From what religious houfe the Manufeript 
pafled ultimately into the hands of the great 
coUeftor of the Harley library is not, indeed, 
difficult to conjefture. 

Here, again. Sir Thomas D. Hardy advances a 
feft which is highly probable. That learned 
palaeographer confiders that the compofition was 
written apparently with the objeft of proving that 
Harold was not buried at Waltham, the traditional 
place of his fepulture, whic^ indeed, made that 
great Houfe of Secular Canonl; rich and famous in 
the annals of Britifti Monafticihn. Now, as there 

* Chronicle^ col. 961. • Col, 2342. 

» P. 39+. * P. 874- 
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IntroduBim. xi 

is little doubt that the work itfelf was compoied, 
and certainly as far as the prefent manufcript is 
concerned, no doubt at all that it was tranfcribed, 
in the Abbey of Waltham, it is difficult to con- 
ceive any means fc^ accounting for the apparent 
anomaly of an eftablifhment which owed its prof- 
perity, in a vital degree, to the pious fentiments 
which cluftered around the fandtified fepulchre of 
the unfortunate King, caufing a tranfcript, or per- 
haps more than one, to be made of a treatife 
founded upon a faft, and profeffing to prove a 
faft, which, if. generally accepted, would have 
utterly deftroyed the cultus of the departed 
monarch on which the flourifhing condition of the 
Abbey both morally and financially depended. 

Haurdy, confcious of this difficulty, fuggefts that 
the authorfhip of this work — here defignated by 
him as " little elfe than an hiftorical romance " — 
muft be attributed to " one of the fecular canons 
who had been expelled • from that eftablifhment, 
and with the intention of robbing it of the honour 
of holding the remains of its founder.*' But when 
we come to examine the theory thus advanced, it 
falls to the ground, for even if we admit the fug- 
geftion of authorfhip at the date to which he fays 
internal evidence points — ^viz., one hundred and 
fifty years after the battle of Haftings, a.d. 1066 + 
I50=A.D. 1 216, as tolerably accurate,^ — can we 
poffibly admit that, after giving the manufcript a 

^ The probability of this date is borne out in feveral 
parages to which footnotes are given in the places where they 
occur. 
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place in the /criptorium or library of the Abbey 
for nearly two hundred years, during which time 
every inmate would have conflant accefs to a work 
which could not fail to aroule his intereft and 
excite his critical conunents, if not to fhake his 
faith in the orthodox ftory of his founder's 
fortunes, the authorities of that infBtution would 
pernut a tranfcript fuch as this undoubtedly is, an 
unpolifhed, almoft, we may fay, an uncorrefted 
copy to be made about the beginning of the four- 
teenth century? 

III. Notice of the Historical Points; 

AND OF THE TRANSLATION. 

In this unique MS., which has been carefully 
collated for the prefs, there are few points to 
which the attention of the reader may conve- 
niently be direfted here. The fimple e is ufed in 
all cafes for^ the a or a of flandard Latin ortho- 
graphy ; b is occafionally added to fuch words as 
abundoy where the afpirate is manifeftly an error, 
its addition, no doubt, marking the peculiar pro- 
nunciation of Latin by our infular fcholars at the 
time when this manufcript was prepared. Another 
interefting deviation from the claffical form, but 
one which is very reprefentative of the early 
mediaeval period, is the ufe of the forms reicio^ 
eiciOj etc., for rejicioj ejicio^ etc., where the j is 
eliminated from its proper place between two 
vowels. Set is ufed generally for Sed. 

The punftuation is peculiar: no rules appear 
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to have guided the compofer, who puts a point (.), 
the equivalent of our comma (,), in many places 
where we ihould certainly not ufe any flop ; the 
colon (:) is alfo frequently placed dividing words 
from each other in paflages where the modern 
ideas of punAuation would not allow fuch a 
praAice. The comma and the iemicolon are un* 
known; but the inverted iemicolon (i) is occa* 
fionally ufed, much more fparingly than the point 
and the colon, in places where we ihould exped to 
iee the femicoloh or comma. 

The text, in- the following p^ges repreients the 
adual reading of the MS. I have preferred t6 
retain even manifeil errors in this text rather than 
attempt to explain them by any alteration. Moft 
of thefe errors, after all, eafily explain themfelves* 
The footnotes ate marked H., to ihow that the 
readings are thoie of this Harley Manufcript. 
The collations are : 

(i.) With the text, printed by M. Francifque 
Michel in his Cbroniques Anglo-Normandes^ recueil 
dExtraits et iTEcrits relatifs h VHiftoire de 
Normandie et ' d^ Angleterre^ 8vo., Rouen, 1835, 
Tome ii., pp. 143-222. 

The text of chapters y\\\. suid xii.- are omitted 
by M. Michel, whofe text is otherwife fairly 
accurate and faithful. Where- the readings of 
this edition are quoted in my footnotes, they are 
diftinguifhed by the letter M. 

(ii.) With a very poorly edited copy of the 
above text in the Cbroniques^ by Rev. Dr. Giles, 
of C. C. C. Oxford, in his Vita Quorundam 
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Anglo^axonuMy ^^ Original Lives of Anglo-Saxons 
and others who lived before the ConquefL" This 
work, which was printed and publiihed for the 
Caxton Society by J. Ruflell Smith, 1854, is now 
out of print. The remarkable peciiliaritiea which 
the editor evinced in abfurdly endeavouring to 
reduce the orthography of the manuscript to what 
he fancied was a daffical flandard, his careleflhefs 
in Ruling to confult the text of the MS. where the 
accuracy of the text of the Cbroniques was doubtful, 
and the inaccuracies ^ with which his work abounds 
-—culminating in his ludicrous footnote ccMioeming 
his inability to point to the identification of a 
well-known locality in ^iropihire — combine to 
render the text he gives in the Vita abfoliitely 
ufeless for purpofes of critical examination or for 
quotation. I have collated a large number of 
thefe numerous departures from the true reading 
of the MS. in footnotes diftinguifhed by the 
letter G. 

The tranflation of tlus manuscript into Englifh 
is here, as has been faid before, for the firft time 
attempted. And here I have to thank my col- 
league, Mc. L H. Jeayes, for considerable afliftance 
in the work. The peculiar flyle and didion, in- 
volved and obfcure as it is almoft throughout 
the work (except in a few narrative paflages 
where the author condefcends to write in a lucid 
and fuccind manner), occafionally takes fuch 

^ The firft word of his title, Vita for f7/ir, fliows the fame 
carcleflhcfs which runs through the whole of the work. 
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wandering flights of fancy that, even if we accept 
the readings of the fcribe who made this Harley 
MS. as always corred — a faft which is by no 
means fure, for no fecond copy is extant with 
which to compare them — it is almoft impoflible to 
divine what the author wifhed to intimate to his 
hearers and readers, veiled and hidden in fentences 
of great length, crowded with ^^ fefquipedalian 
words," and overflowing with that peculiar charac- 
terise of antithefis which the Anglo-Saxon and 
early Engliih literary man fo ftrongly afledted. 

W, DE Gray Birch. 
Dieimhify 1884. 
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Incipit Prologus in vita viri venerabilis Haroldi 
quondam Anglorum regis. 

ICUT federis tabernaculi fub Moyfe.^^aj'- 
ut templi fub Salomone Dominici . 
divine commendant littere conftruc- 
tores: ita et eos profecuntur laudi- 
bus . qui devocione prona ofFerre aut preparare 
conftruccioni neceflaria: fideliter ftuduerunt. Apud 
Neemiam^ qui deriferunt edificantes inprecacione 
terribili percelluntur. Reedificatores ferufalem . 
titulis ab Hefdra perpetuis afcripti: nominis et 
opens fiii perhennem pofteris memoriam confecra- 
runt. Hujufmodi confideracio ad ferendum quale- 
cunque fuffi^gium operi fando in quo defudatis 
patres reverendi tenuem licet cenfu et viribus im- 
becillem parvitatem meam : vehementer vere fateor 
incitavit. Accedit fUmulo huic calcarium infuper 
vice jam ultro currenti . hinc fraterna cum amica 
fuafione poftulacio . inde cum paterna juffione 
follicita commonicio. Sencio quidem laboris 
plenum . fet mercede fpero refertum . et quod vefter 

^ Nchem. vi. 
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4 Vita Haroldi Regis. 

nutus injungit . et quod nofter animus geftit. 
Expetendus autem fummoque niiu cenfetur am- 
pledendus modici fudor temporis . quo non exigui 
et labentis evi celebritas: immo laudis et glorie eo 
tnanfure quo eterne decus et fplendor optinetur. 
Ceterum quovis pro labore aut opere • laudis tranfi- 
torie expetifle mercedem : operam perdidifle eft et 
impenfam. Non folum autem fed nee nullatenus 
expetite ultro tamen ingefte adquieviile favoris 
illecebre interni teitis et etemi judicis feipfum 
retribucione et laude privafle eft. Extat enim de 
ejufinodi : ejufdem diflinicio hunc habens modum : 
-^men^ dico vobis : receperunt mercedem fuam. 

Jubet igitur ac petit audoritas paterna . et 
fraterna caritas veftra quatinus opus egregium 
quod ceptum excellenter decenterque provedum . 
laudabilem^ inftanter urgetis ad terminum . fump- 
tibus invigilem hinc inde aftumptis promovere . ne 
forte piis defint o[peri]bus copie neceftarie ad hoc 
perficiendum. Ex variis nempe patnmi fcriptis 
volumen in%ne in modulum unius libri com- 
paftum • ad laudem et de laude gloriofe ac deifice 
crucis operiofius elaboratum geitis inemorabilibus^ 
f. z b. fundatoris veftri^ . cujus memoria in benedidione 

eft . cupitis infighiri • talique ut' ita dicatur 
celeumate laborem votivum confummari. Lauda- 
bile procul dubio quia devotimi • quia providum 
hac in parte : (anftitatis veftre defiderium. Eft 
quidem devocionis nee indebite quod tanti viri 
magnalia nafciture preoptatis pofteritati litterarum 

1 Matt. vi. 2, J. * H. ; laudabile, G.M. 

^ H.M. ; memorabilibus, G. ^ H.M. ; noftii^ G. 
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Vita Haroldi Regis. 5 

itidiciis fideliter affignare. Eo qiiippe juris tcnore 
peculiarem patronum et perpetuum nutritorem 
veftnim debitis tenemini virtutum fuarum pre- 
coniis illuilrare . quo crimini poterat ingratitudinis 
not! obtique aflcribi : fi promeritos^ laudum ipiius 
titulos . editui fui et alumpni ddldiofo filencio 
pofteris furarentur. Providencie nichilonunus com- 
petentis eft quod laudibus fanAe crucis ipfius 
cultoris devotiffimi laudes decernitis fubrogandas. 
Crucis fanfte ex toto nimirum accedit glorie quic- 
quid in fervi fui iheritis et viftutibus ; enituit 
commendabile. 

Inter hec quam mee pariter incumbat modicitati 
animo magno et volenti quicquid vires fuggeflerint 
immo quicquid gratia celeftis indulferit ad im- 
pendia tarn boni operis haut^ fegniter corrogare 
quis nefciat? Veftrum fiquidem immo Haroldi 
veftri quinimmo fanfte utrorumque crucis jamdiu 
panem comedens ociofus . quo veftros erga me 
fereniores vultus afpicio: eo in me feveriorem 
illorum fenfuram^ pertimefcere jure debeo . fi tantis 
quod abfit beneficiis non dixerim ingratum fet* 
inofficiofiim . tam gratis quam gracibfe exhibitum : 
contingat inveniri. Geram igitur morem veftris 
pro poffe defideriis geram quam potero vicem 
beneficiis : ea tamen racione quatinus et vos veflra 
michi pafta fervetis. Tenorem fcilicet fcribendorum 
diligentius examinetis . examinata tantummodo 
approbetis : aut emendetis. Sermonis quoque 

1 Pro meritos, MS., with mark by a late hand to join the 
words. * H.M. ; haud, G. 

» Sic MS. ; ccnfuram, G. ^ Scd, G. 
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reicientes^ minus elimati rufticitatem . fententiam 
fi videbitur refervetis^ elcganciori ut dignum eft 
ftilo explicandam. Nee enim defunt largiente 
Domino cetui fanftitatis veftre Befeleelis* . Ooliab*. 
feu Hyram^ peritiffimi fucceflbres . qui oblatam 
in donaria Domini a fupplici vulgo rudem 
materiam . loeis et uiibus congruentibus noverint 
adaptare. Noverint quoque arte magiftra prout 
res exigit fingula queque fubtilius expolire • 
refecare fuperfiua informia componere: deformia 
f. a. exornare. Mee vero tantifper intererit impericie . 

aptiorem fabrice materiam a montibus excifam . 
et ratibus impofitam . ad planiora deducere. Quod 
egifle putabor fi a prifcorum libris . fi a fedulis^ 
niodernorum . fi a quorumdam fidelium rela- 
cionibus veris . paflim coUefta: hujus libelli apicibus 

^ Rejicientes, G. ^ Referventes, G. 

^ Befeleel I. anno mundi 2544 * ^^^ Jefum Chriflum 1510 . 
Alius Uri et Marie fororis Moyfis . de tribu Juda. Hone 
ipfum elegit Dominus cum Ooliab . de tribu Dan . quos imple- 
vit fpiritu Dei . fapienda et intelligentia . et fcientia in omni 
opere ad excogitandum quidquid fabrefieri poterat ex auro et 
argento . et ere . marmore et gemmis . et diverfitate lignorum . 
ad edificandum tabernaculum foederis . arcam teflimonii . pro- 
pitiatorium . et cun£la vafa tabernaculi. (F. P. Dutripon, 
* Concordantiae/ Paris, 1844, p. 157.) Befeleel's name occurs in 
Exod. xxxi. 2 ; xxxv. 30 j xxxvi. i ; xxxvii. I ; xxxviii. 22 ; 
I Par. ii. 20 ; 2 Par. i. 5. 

* Ooliab . filius Achifamech a tribu Dan. Artifex a Deo 
vocatus . fpirituque Sapientie et intelligentie impletus ad edi- 
ficationem tabernaculi una cum Befeleel. (Dutripon, utfuproy 
p. 983.) Ooliab occurs in Exod. xxxi. 6 ; xxxv. 34; xxxvi. i ; 
xxxviii. 23. 

^ Hiram . artifex erarius plenus fapientia, etc. (Dutripon^ 
ttt fupray p. 607.) Hiram occurs by name in 3 Reg. vii. 13 ; 
xl. 45 ; 2 Par. ii. 13 ; iv. 11, 16. 

« H.M.; fchedulis, G. 
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que injungitis tradiderb: fimplicium noticie pro- 
futura, Oracionum autem veftrarum aura lenis et 
placida jfragilem eloqUii noftri cimbam crucis 
vexillo pro velo . et jiuH fui precibus pro am- 
pluftribus^ inftru(5tam : in portam fecuncU litoris 
perducat. Amen. 

^ Ampliis tribus, M. ; apluflribus, G. 

EXPLICIT PROLOGUS. 
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INCIPIUNT CAPITULA. 

Primum. Quod fpeculum ferenitatis et clemencie 
eluceat in gefHs regis Haroldi. Quod frater regine 
fuit . quam fanftus duxit Edwardus. QuaJiter 
pater ejus Godwinus dolum eludens Cnutonis 
regis . fororem ipfius accepit in uxorem . et quod 
de viciis nutritoruni fuorum Haroldus infigniter 
triumphaverit. 

II. Quod Wallia per Haroldum pene deleta fit : 
et qualiter ipfe per virtutem Sande Crucis de 
Waltham de paralifi^ con valuerit. 

III. Quomodo ecclefiam Sanfte Crucis apud 
Waltham conftruxerit . ditaverit . ornaverit . atque 
ordinaverit Haroldus . et qu6d Henricus Anglorum 
rex amotis fecularibus ipfum locum canonicis in- 
fignivit regularibus. 

IV. Quod divinitus difpofitum fuit lit Homo ifte 
in regem erigeretur . et viftis hoftibus ab eo : ab 
aliis ipfe vidhis a regno deiceretur . et de anacho- 
rita valde religiofo qui minifter ipfius jam folitarii 
fuerat. 

V. Quod inter vulneratores feminecem inven- 
tum et Wintoniam perduftum . mulier quedam 

1 H.M. ; paralyfi, G. 
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Vita Haroldi Regis. 9 

Saracena biennio ibidem delitefcentem fanaverit 
Haroldum . et quod pro contrahendis contra 
Normannos auxiliis . Saxones Dacofque expetierit 
nilque profecerit. 

VI. Quod in fe tandem idem reverfus intellex- 
erit Deum iibi in via mundi adverfari . unde 
Chrifti fe conformans cruci ut hoftem antiquum 
melius triumpharet gaudet fe ab hominibus fiiifle 
fuperatum. 

VII. Quod pro expeciendis^ fanftorum fuflragiis 
longam inierit peregrinacionem : et quod ant&- 
quam re^num habuiffet . fandorum limina apofto- 
lorum adierit. 

VIIL Ammiracio^ fcriptoris cum exclamacione 
brevi fuper benignitate Dei qua fit ut etiam pec- 
cata eledorum : ipfis cooperentur in bonum. 

No NUM. Quod de peccato Haroldi multa di-^**^ 
cuntur a multis : et de quercu fecus Rothomagum 
Tub qua juraverat . que corticem exuta manet 
ufque in prefens. 

X. SatifFaccio quorundam pro Haroldo . qua 
eum de perjurio excufantes . Domino favente et 
fanAo connivente Edwardo ipfum regnaffe affir- 
mant . et de vifione Abbatis Elfini . qua viAorem 
Norwagicorum ipfum fore prenunciavit fanftus 
Edwardus. 

Undecimum. De cruce fanfta admirabilis quo- 
rum^ relacio que regi Haroldo feftinanti ad pre- 
lium caput perhibetur inclinafle et alia quedam 
fatis de ipfa cruce ftupenda miracula certiffime 
approbata. 

XII. Diverforum diverfa interpretacio fuper 
prediiStis fignis crucis fe inclinantis et quercus are- 
fade . et quod Haroldus fe ipfum bene judicando 

^ H.M. ; cxpctcndis, G. * H.M. ; Admiratio, G. 

• H.M. ; quorundam, G. 
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judicium prevenerit divinum et non formidet 
humanum. 

XIIL Quod multis in peregre^ arinis exadis^ 
ad Angliam ob exercitandam pacienciam et betiig- 
nitatem Haroldus rediens Chriftianum fe vocitari 
fecerit . decenniumque in rupe quadam expleverit 
« folitarie vivens . et in hujus temporis antichriftos 
compendiofa inveccio. 

XIIII. Quod in confinio Wallencium* poft- 
modum Haroldus pluribus in locis tempore multo 
degens . pacienter eorum frequencius tulerit aA 
fultus . faciem velans panno . et nomen nomine 
alio . ne aliquatenus cognofceretur quod tandem 
ad ejus veneracionem converfa eSt immanitas per- 
fecutorum.* 

XV. Quod vir Domini Haroldus fiigit obfe- 
quentes quos adierat et diu fuitinuerat perfe- 
quentes . et auod voce de celo lapfa deiignatus fit 
ei locus paufacionis fue . et quod femiplenis ver- 
borum indiciis . fcifcitantibus innuerit fe fuifle 
Haroldum et quod fcripto fuccefibris fiii plenius 
oftendetur infenus hujus rei certitudo. 

XVI. Monetur leAor ne fpernat leccionem 
quam fentit a non nuUorum^ opinionibus difcre- 
pare . et de triplici occafione contraria exiftiman- 
cium fuper materia prefenti . et de Willelmi 
Meldunelfis^ circa Haroldi fata errore triformi. 

XVII. Quid accident Waltanunenfibus^ circa 

^ Inperegre, M.G. 

« H.M. ; extradtis, G. » H.M. ; Wtllenfium, G. 

^ H.M. ; perfequutorum, G. 

^ H. ; nonnullorum, M.G. 

• H.M. ; Mcldunenfis, rightly, G. 

^ H.M. ; Walthammenfibus, G. The fcribc of the Harley 
MS. has written this word thus, ^'Wglta meniibus," clearly 
proving that he did not underftand what he was writing. 
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patroni fui fepulturam pie foUicitis fed mulieris 
cujufdam errore delufis. 

XVIII. Quid frater Haroldi Gurta nomine 1:3. 
Abbati Waltero vel aJiis refponderit fuper fratris 
fui requifitus cineribus vel fepultura. 
' XIX. Quod viri Dei fucceflbr de gefHs Haroldi 
beatiffimi vera fcribens . caufas geftorum minus 
congrue . bis aflignaverit . et prime affignacionis 
difcuflio . et competens prolatis fentenciarum divi- 
ciarum^ . teftimoniis ejuldem improbacio. 

XX. Secunde affignacionis infirmacio et fcrip- 
toris ad leftorem deprecacio et de difficultate 
materiam refarciendi a prifcis fcriptoribus varie 
laceratam. 

^ Diverfarum, M.G. 



EXPLICIUNT CAPITULA. 
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^uod fpeculum ferenitatis et clemencie Dei elu- 
ceat in geftis regis Haro\l\diy duodf rater regine 
fuit quam JanStus duxit Edwardus. dualiter 
pater ejus Godwinus dolum eludens Cnutonis regis 
fororem ipjius accepit in uxorem . et quod de viciis 
nutritorum Juorum Haroldus injtgniter trium- 
phaverit. 

INCIPIT VITA SERVI DEI HARO[L]DP. 
QUONDAM REGIS . ANGLORUM. 

Capitulum I. 

[LLUSTRISSIMI vere quia regis legi- 
timi Haroldi jam rite ac legitime 
coronati gefta recenfere . nichil^ aliud 
eft quam divine ferenitatis (imul et 
clemencie quafi fpeculum quoddam lucidiffimum 
piis mentibus exhibere. Quod ut clareat mani- 
feftius: ipfius immundana^ feu in Chrifti milicia 
primordium progreflum et terminimi dilucide 
curabimus fummatimque legentibus intimare. Vere 

1 G. ; Harodi, H. Haro[l]di, M, ^ 

^ H.M.; Nihil, G. ; and fo in all cafes throughout the text 

^ In mundana, M.G. 
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autem regem illuftriffimxun legittimeque^ hunc 
dixerimus coronatum • qui fe ipfum bene regendo 
illique devotiffime cui fenrire regnare eft obfe- 
quendo: corotiam adeptus eft primxun jufticie 
et poftmodum glorie fempiterne. Hunc God- 
winus^ comes potentiflimus . ex forore Cnutonis 
Anglorum pariter et Dacorum regis habuit fdium 
fratrem vero regine venerabilis quam rex et con- 
feftbr iandiflimus duxerat Edwardus. Cujus felici 
matrimonio quamquam citra opus jundb fiierit 
maritale utrifque nimirum permanentibus in per- 
petue virginitatis flore : promocionis tamen miilti- 
mode caufa fuit paterne familie. Conftat vero 

1 H.M. ; legitimeque, G. 

' It will be ufeful to introduce here a table ihowing the 
pedigree of Harold, Edward the ConfeiTor, and William the 
Conqueror, and their relationihip with each other. 

Richard I., 'Sans-Peor/ 
Dnke of Normandy, d. 996. 



Ri<£aid 



II., 'Le (2.) in ioi7,«Emma,<j=(i*)in ioi2,Ethel- Godwin, 



Bod,' D. of Nor- Canute, K. of d.io54« 
mandy, d. 1027. England and 
I Denmark. 



red II., K. of Earl of 
England, d. Kent, d. 
1016. 1053. 



Richard RoUrtl., Al^, EDWARD,=Edith, Ha&OLdIL,' 

III.,D. 'LeDiable,* d.1036. rrheCon- in 1044. E. of Kent, 

of Nor- b. of Nor- feffor,' K. K. of Ei 

mandy, mandy, d. . of Eng- * land 1066, 

d.l038, 1035. ^d, d. 1066, 

#./• I 1066. 



r 



IT 



WiLUAM, •The GurUi. God 

Conqueror,' win. mund. nus. 

bom 1027, D. 
of Normandy 
>o35, K. of 
En^and 1066, 
d. 1087. 



MlgTuIf. Hir- Gy 



old. tha. 



:Ald. 
gyth. 



=Wladimir, 
fon of Ja-. 
roflav, 
Grand- 
Duke of 
Ruffia, 
d. 1051. 
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ipfius genitorem vel ceterorum quofdam de illius 
gencre . tum^ prodicionis tum^ et aliorum nota faci- 
norum infamatos^ graviter fuifle. 

Hiis^ vero malU . neceflitate cavendi imminentis 
exicii : Godwinus fe primo immifcuit deinde ulte- 
rius evagatur. Tuende fiquidem falutis obtentu 
dolum temptare^ compulfus . dum femel cedit ad 
f. 3 b. votum : fraudibus in pofterum minuende felicitatis 

intuitu licencius nitebatur. Dum enim prefatus 
rex Dacie diadema Anglic ufurpaffct : cemeretque 
Godwinum incredibili aftucia nee minori audacia 
preditum fenfim ad fublimia confcendere timere 
cepit. homo advena . indigene adolefcentis viribus 
fimul armatam et aftu animofitatem. Cujus licet 
fibi perneceflariam in multis expertam habuifTet 
induftriam : quiddam tamen de fpiritu Saulis mente 
concipiens ercptorem fuum propugnatoremque 
ftrenuiflimum dolo perdere cogitavit . quem palam 
opprimere nifi per invidiofam maliciam facile non 
fmt. Excogitato igitur coniilio Godwinimi quafi 
pro arduis regni utriufque negociis mittit in 
Daciam . tale quid fecum mente pertraftans . Non 
fit fuper eum manus mea ; fed fit fuper eum manus 
Dacorum . cum^ igitur jam medium equor navi 
opulentiffimo inflruda apparatu fecaret ; cepit fuf^ 
picio juvenis animum vehemencius titillare . fere- 
bat namque fignatas regis anulo litteras . fingulis 
fcilicet illius terre optimatibus fingulas . quarum 

'^ H.G. ; tantum . . . tantum^ M. 

* M.G.J the letters dma in this word written in modem ink, H. 
» H.M. ; His, G. * H.M.; tentare, G. 

^ H.M. ; Quum, G ; and fo throughout the text when ufed 
as a conjunction. 
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Vita Haroldi Regis. 15 

omnium prorfus nefciebat fentencias. Unius igitur 
figillorum cautus efiraftor ex brevi inclufo fe in 
brevi agnofcit capitali dandimi fupplicio ; fi por- 
titoris cum ventum fuerit ad portum plenius 
fimgatur officio. Tenor enim fcripture hie erat . 
ut quicumque illius feriem primitus advertiflet . 
bajulum ejus Godwinum nomine capite incon- 
tinentia mutilaret. 

Expalluit novus Urias comperto quod fibi a 
rege parabatur . exicio paratque ut paucis utamur 
dolum extimplo^ eludere dolo . fecit fie : extradaf- 
que a ceris fuis fingulas confregit cartulas^ . calli- 
daque clerici cujufdam manu reponit recentes . 
quarum fumma fiiit ut Grodwinum fummo univer- 
forum tripudio exceptum • regie fororis nupciis 
darent . nee aliter ei quam fibi fi adefi!et in hiis^ 
que regia exigebant negocia incun(%anter eun<5ii 
parerent. Sic regis bono regia mutatur fentencia . 
fie miles milieie mutat ftipendia . fie indebita cedit 
pena et debita bene merito aecedit gloria. Sic 
denique in fratrem reeipit quem utilem repperit 
rex militem . quem eeiam paido poft fecit confulem 
habuitque pervigilem in reliquum proviforem. 

Quo tamen eventu Godwinus in Dacorum plus ^ ^ 
quam fatis favorem effufus . gentis fue quampluri- 
bus fiebat infeftus.^ Non nullos quoque de femine 
regio quonmi unus frater San<9i Edwardi fuit Nota de Ed- 

J f j*j»x. /• J • • • wardo et God- 

dolo perdidit ncque non modo m conaves . immo wino pascau 
et in dominos naturales non pauca deliquit. Verum **"**^^ 

* H.M.G.; for incoiitinenter. * H.M. ; cxtcmplo, G. 
« H.M. ; chartulas, G. * H. ; iis, M.G. 

* In feftus, H. 
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de hiis^ alias qui voluerit plura inquirat« Quo^ 
enim ad rufceptam attinet materiam . &tis eft iccirco 
nos vel compendiofe ifta prelibafle ne inconfulte 
videremur ilia preterifle: que minus intelligentes 
ad iervi Dei Haroldi contumeliam novimus intor- 
fifle . cum ianum fapientes hec quam maxime ad 
ipfius gloriam videant pertinere. Qui enim 
gratia comitante divina vicium vicit quod ut ifti 
volunt natura inflixit quod convidtus inftituit: 
eo utique favorabilius triumphavit . quo et hoc 
ipAun quod natus . quod educatus eft : fuperando 
mutavit. Nam etfi vicio ipfe quoque ut afleritur 
evo adhuc rudis ceffifte vifus eft . a natura fimul et 
nutritura • violenciam paffus eftimandus eft. Patet 
igitur quia operante eo qui de eadem mafta vas 
aliud facit in honorem . aliud in contumeliam • id 
quoque in virtutis Haroldo verfum eft meritum et 
laudis preconium quod ei ad vituperium ab indodis 
fuerat objedum. Sic rutilos producit . fie niveos^ 
quafi nutrit rofarum liliorumque: fpina flores • 
quonun prerogative non adimit immo adicit* qua- 
lita? abjedior ex conforcio cumuliun venuftatis. 

» H.M. ; his, G. « H.M. ; Quod, G. 

" H. ; niveas, M.G, * H.M. ; adjidt, G. 
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Qjuod Wallia per Haroldum pene deleta fit ; et 
qualiter ipfe per virtu tern SanUe Cruets de WaU 
tham de paralifi^ coimaluerit . . . ij 

^utem corporis quantum pre- 
: quam acer et ftrenuus aniinis 
[ue innotuerit: fubadla immo . 
itcrnicioncm^ per Haroldum 
pwie deleta: Wallia eft experta. In hiis^ quidem 
triumphis . vivente adhuc fanAo rege Edwardo : 
iniignis enituit . Hiis regi et regno pacem et quie- 
tem quam fortiter tarn et utiliter adquifivit. In- 
terea dum inter coevos probitate et potencia major . 
fummis eciam in regno proceribus prelacior efle 
videretur: manus omnipotentis que percutit et 
medetur carnem iftius gravi percuffione tetigit . 
ut fie prefentibus necnoh* et futuris anime ipfius 
vulneribus medelam procuraret, Paralifin^ vocant 
medici genus morbi quo corpus kominis attadhim Nota de ai- 
debita dedifcit officia . obfeqtda homini derogatj^b. ^^ 
confueta. Reddit enim fubito partem quam in- 
vaferit . aut corporis totum: ftupidiun torpens 

^ H.M. ; paralyfi^ G. ^ H.M. ; internccionem;^ G. 

• H.M. ; liis, G.; and fo always throughcMit this text.' 

* H. ; nee non, M.G. « H.M.; Paralyfin, G. 

C . 
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et quafi emortuum. Haroldus hac repente taAus 
ac proftradhis^ moleftia ; cum ceteris eflct merori 
tum^ prefertim regi: fit precipui caufa doloris. 
Hunc enim velut quodam prefagio futurorum pre 
ceteris carum habuit et dileftum; cum ftirpis 
illius quofdam fuipedo; habuifTe dicatur aliqua- 
;tenus et invifos. Quod fibi penes regem ran<$bifli- 
mum dileccionis et grade, privilegium non affini- 
tatis quamlibet grata propinquitas non probitatis 
non induftrie fingularis quibus erat preditus emi- 
nentia; immo Tola celeftis infpiracio conciliate 
^ftimatur. Probabile enim fatis eft ad gloriam in 
hac parte Haroldi quia vir Deo plenus . divinique in 
multis confilii non ignarus eo indulgencius^ ipfum 
aniaverif qup. perpetuuni in celis pocius coheredem 
quam in terns iibi foturum previdebat momen- 
taneum fucceftbrem. Diredti igjtur r^s a latere 
mediciy necnon et alii atque alii prece prccioque 
hincinde alledii . egfotum ambiunt, quod ars ^u 
cdnjedura fiiggerit exierunt* ..fed Omnipotentis 
manum vires Honiihum arhmoverc^ lion pbflunt. 
PerVenit fama triftior ad aures Aleniannorum im-: 
peratbris ..qui. regi Anglprum aflinitate proxi- 
mus . dileccione et amicicia erat cbnjund^ffimus. 
Huic . medibus quidam i^ormne . Ailardtis fami- 
liaris erat . qiiem et artis fue duplex cxercici^ 
perida et expeiiehcia mblta reddebat probatiili-' 
mum . et quod pluris- eft favor divinUs- in. pro- 
curaiida ibfpitate languiencium/. octi^ 

^'H.M.;' proftratus, G. ; . 

^- H.:; tahtim, M. ; tantiim, G; ' H«.M. ; diligcntiua, G* 

* H;M,; excierurit, G* vf H.M.; amovcre,-G» 
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Hunc igitur imperator adhibendam^ ftrenuiilimo 

juveni medelam: regi amantiifimo celeriter defti* 

navit. Qui ad cgnim deduftus egritudinis mate- 

liam iagaciter rimatus curam adhibuit quam potuit • 

fet^ m vcntum omnis cedit opera: ubi hominis 

artificio celeftis opifex molitur adverfa. 

Ea tempeftatejapidea crucifixi regis noftri ymago' 

non mukis ante celitus revelata et repierta tempori*- 

bus . et ad Waltham^ nutu perlata divino: miris 

in loco virtutum chcMTufcabat^ iighis. Perpmdens 

itaque phificus^ nature audor^ naturaiibus artis 

file viribus contraire . omnemque inferioHs nature 

racionem • naturantis^ nature prejudicio funditus 

hebetari ; intellexit protinus homihem verbere 

conftringi virtutis illim de. cujus manu non eft qui 

poffit eruere. Qui mox ut vinun decuit fidelemts. 

et prudentem . cui manu nequivit : ore non diftulit 

remedium procurare. Nil enim moris habens falla- 

cium mencienciumque medicorum opem voluit a fe 

ieparari . quam fenfit jam : per fe non poiTe conferri. 

Nee fuum tamen cgrotum rdiquid^ defperatum, 

fet a fpe vana in folidam hunc fpem transferens . 

in eo iperare qui falus eft . fperancium in fe 

fideliter fuadebat. A quo ut ocius optate &lutis 

gaudia percipere mereretur: cruets falutiiere ob- 

^ H.M. ; ad tdhibendtm, G. 

^ H.M. ; fed, G.; and fo always throughout. 

* H.M. ; imago, G. 

* There are feveral mterefting trails relating to the crofs at 
Waltham m the fame Harley MS. from vrhich this text is de- 
rived. For a mould, from which leaden badges of the I^ly 
Crofs were cafl, fee Journal of the Britifi> Archmokgtcal AJph- . 
Wi7/fMr, vol. z^ix. 421; of. xzx^ 52. • 

» H,M.; corufcabat, G. « H.M.; phyficu8,G. 

7 H.M.; naturantis, omitted, G. ^ H.M.; reliquit, G. 
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fequiis hunc iniiftere • yotumque illi vovere . prout 
fibi didaret interna devocio : iklubriter adhortatur. 
Languidus vero falutis confilium fano percepit 
animo . mittitque concito ad locum ubi crux vir- 
tuoia cekbris radiabat: exennia^ ingencia; Sup- 
plicat obnixius loci cuftodibus iaiutaris nimirum 
iigni peculiarius cultui mandpatis . quatinus et 
criminum veniam et dolorum levamen utriulque 
videlicet faominis fofpitatem fedulis fibi dignentur 
predbus optinere.^ Nee defiut in longum de- 
mencia ialvatoris ialutem a fe fide non fida poftu- 
lanti. Mox etenim dolor cum languore decrevit 
a corpore amor vero cum devodone circa fandte 
cruds obfequium jam. convalefcenti mirabiliter 
crefcebat in mente* In brevi fiquidem pleniffime 
redditus foipitati . quantum medidne qua^ con- 
valuerat extiterit devotus: magnificus^ compro- 
bavit operum documentis. Veniens enim ad fandam 
criKem Waltamenfem^ ialutaria curadonis fue 
yota perfblvit donaria obtvilit predofa • miniftris 
plurima largitus eft . ie ipfum gloriofe cruds 
tutele commendans . hancque fublinuus honorare 
difponens : letus tandem^ a loco • non corde rece- 
dens fed corpore : domino Regi et forori regine fe 
incolumen^ prefentavit. Congratulatur fratri re- 
gina . rex militi congaudet : univeria iimul curia 
exultacione feftiva letatur. Nee quia convaluit. 
fet quia celitus receperat fanitatem : omnes quidem 

* H.M. ; exenk, G. 

^ H.M.; obtiner^^ G. ' H.; qutm^ M.; [per] qmni, G. 

* H.M. ; magnificis, G. * H.M. ; Walthanuenrem, G. 
. • H.; tsunen^ M.G. ^ H.; incolumem, M.G, 
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Vita Haroldi Regis. 21 

in commune • plaudebant fet rex ut erat fan^f^ 
iimus impenfius gratulatur. Geminata fiquidem 
letitia pre ceteris triumphabat . qui et Chrifti der 
ledabatur virtutibus tarn pia exhibentis et devo- 
cionis^ fideique profeSibus pafcebatur in Ulis: quos 
talium exhibicio in amore folidabat ejufdem piiiTimi 
Redemptoris. 

^ H.; dovocionisy M.; devotioais/G. 
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tsb. ^omodo tccltfiam SanStt Cruus dfuitValtham 

conftruxerit\ ditavtrit . ornaverit . atqut ordina^ 
verit Hdrgldus et . quod Henricus Anglorum rex 
amotis /icularibus lockm ipjius Camnicis in- 
Jignivit regular thus , . . . . iij. 

AM ycro huiK in quo ycl per quern 
virtus, expcrta- . et oflen& virtutis 
prebuit tarn multis intentivum nil 
aliud cogitare nil loqui perpendere3: 
hifi qualiter diyinis poflet beneficiis. excellencius 
congruenciuique refpohdere qualiter honoi'e con- 
. digho faliitia adepte gaiidia .fande quiyiflet cruel 
compenfare. Quo impcnfius autem 6jus intendebatt 
cultui et iniiftebat decori • eofublimiusgracia illu^i 
celefti$ yirtutum et devQcionis ditabat . incremehtiis. 
Qua vir nobilis' commerdi fpeciemagnppcre* de- 
legatus . . contendebat infbncius de pa^ccptis 
munetibus gracks ' exhibiehdo beneficia hiereri 
pociora. ' Intuetur preterm quia \et viro illi ad 
gracias non exiles' teneretur ^^ per queni fupei^a 
pietas tot fibi exordia referaflct corhmodorum;^ de- 
cemitque- condigno hunc fidei fue et devocionis 
: prtmio munerandum. Guftodie; fiquidem oratorii 
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crucis adorande duo tantum clerici tarn brevibus 
ftipendiis quam tedis toititenti humilibus vide- '. 
bantui" infcrvire. At vir magnificus locum et loci 
cultum omnipiodis cupiens cum fuis cultoribus 
fublimare nqvam ibi bafilicam fabricare • imnii^ ' 
trorum augere numerum redditufque^ eorum 
proponit ampliare. Utque celebriorem fama ' 
illuftriorem dericorum frequetida • celeftibus nobi-- 
litatum mxmeribus locum temgenis exhiberet: . 
fcolas^ ibidem inflitm fub r^imine miagi^ . 
Ailardi fiie ut prelibatum eft ialutis miniftri:.\ . 
difpofidone fatagebat prudenti. Nee pauIo fegnius 
quod mente conceperat rerum pergebat.efiedtibxis 
parturire. Jaciuntur feiHnato ecdeiie amplioris 
fundamenta • furgunt parietes . columpne ^ fublimes . 
diftantes ab invicem parietes . arcuum aut teftu- 
dinum emicidiis mutuo federantur. Culmen im- . 
pofitum aeris ab ihtrc^eflis plumbei objeftive 
laminis: variam fecludit intemperiem. Binarius 
dericorum numerus fcilicet infamis: in mifticum^ 
fenatus apbftolici duoderiarium convalefcet.^ VuU 
cherrima nimirum racione ut totidem in ejud * 
templo ianifte crucis laudibus perhenniter^ in- 
fervircttt perfbne quot illius gloriam muildo princi-f. a 
paliter ab inido homines nxmciaflent. Hiis vero 
predia etpofleflionesunde (ibi ad omnem fufficien- 
dam neceflaria provenirent liberali munificenda con- 
tulit tegia quoqiie audoritate confirmari optinuit J 

^ H.m!| rifcditufque, G. « H.M.; fcholas, G. 

* H.M, ; cohimnx, G, * H.M. ; inyfticum, Q. 

* M. ;. corivalefck, G. ; -rf/ tltered to -r/>y H. 

^ H.M. J pcrcnnitcr, G; ^ H.Sl. ; obtinuit, G. 
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Jam fi tcmptemus^ ftilo* evolvere quot donariis' 

quam preciofis et multiplicibus vafts et ornamentis 

vario inftruAam decore illam edem Dominicam 

nobilitaverit . fidem fcribendis forfan derc^bit 

tantarum rerum multitudo. Verum ne funditus 

yd in hac parte magnificencie illius memoria 

deleatur ad quod tamen livor vehemencius afpirafle 

cognofcitur: opere precium eft pro zeli fervore 

obniti . et cum fpecies^ ipfe rerum fublate funt 

quafdam velut umbras ipfarum confiderare volen- 

tibus intimare. Indicium proinde rerum illarum 

que a primo Normannici generis Anglwum rege 

Willelmo in Haroldi ut traditur invidiam fandte 

fue crucis eccleiie violenter ablate . et in Neuftriam 

tranflate funt : prefenti duximus pagine inferendum. 

sumSST^ Tranftulit enim ut legitur idem rex de Waltham 

^^^^^J;in Normanniam feptem fcrinia . ubi tria fiierunt 

IJI*^- sd^aurea et quatuor argentea deaurata: cum gemmis 

etaiventeis.mpreciofis plena reliquiarum . Quatuor textus: auro 

etcasuiamque argento . gcmmifque^ ornatos . Quatuor turibula 

Dominus dixit magna: aurea atque argentea . Sex Candelabra: 

quorum duo aurea cetera argentea . Tres urceos 

magnos ex Greco opere : argenteos atque deauratos. 

Quatuor cruces auro atque argento et gemmis: 

fabricatas . Unam crucem ex quinquaginta marcis 

argenti fixfilem . Quinque veftimenta facerdotalia 

preciofiflima : auro gemmifque ornata .. Quinque 

cafulas auro gemmifi^ue ornatas: in una quarum 

^ H.M. ; tentemusy G, 

2 H.M. ; ftylo, G. ; and fo always in the cafes of this word. 

^ See this MS. fol. 3 1, where a confiderable M is given. 

* H.M. ; fpeiccs, G. 

^ H.G. ; an erafure in H., gemini*. 
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erant duodecim marce ami . Duas capas: auro 
gemmifque omatas . Quinque calices : duos aureos 
ceteros ai^nteos • Quatuor altaria cum rdiquiis : 
quorum unimi aureum cetera argentea deaurata. 
Unum cornu vinacium argenteum . centum folidis 
computatum . Decem philaderia . unum quorum 
de duabus marcis auri: et gemmis preciofis . 
cetera: auro aigentoque parata • Duas fambucas 
fellas femineas: ex multo auro fabricatas • Duas^ 
campanas: preciofas . Hec et alia permulta que^^^ 
longum ef&t referre . queque Normannorum 
ambicio incomparabilia eftimaret . devote per 
Haroldum ianfte cruci oblata et per Willelmiun 
invidiofe nofcuntur ablata. Hujus tamen abla- 
cionis invidiam perfunftoria quadam vifus eft idem 
Willelmus compeniacione palliafle iicut infcriptum 
ilia plenius refertur qua de invencione fandte fepius 
memorate crucis edita . ordinem quoque quo ad 
Waltham perlata eft ipfa crux : luculenter infinuat. 
Ubi eciam que et quanta loco fando five in prediis 
et variis redditibus^ five in rebus multiplicibus ad 
minifteriimi vel ornatum ecclefie pertinentibus . 
mirabili devocionis ardore contulerit vir pius: 
plenius reperitur expreftum. Nam quia ftilus ad 
ea properat explicanda que cultor crucis geffit ac 
pertulit poftquam fe ipfum in holocauftum Domino 
Aiaviflimum optulit^ tollens jam quotidie c^ucem 
fuam et Chriftum fequens • pauca de hiis^ perftri- 
gendo referimus que de rebus fuis velut facrificium 

^ H.M. ; reditibtts, G. ; and fo always in the cafes of this 
wordi 

* H.M. ; obtulit, G. ; and fo alwa)r8 in the various forms of 
this verb, ^ H.M. ; lis, G. 
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jufticie: Cruci confecrata donavit. Quorum tarn 
multis in rebus mobilibus illi fublatis quecumque 
in terris • et villis^ five ecclefiis aliifque redditibus 
loco affignavit ha&enus fine diminucione magna 
non attamen fine nulla ut dicitur poflidere vide- 
tur. Statum vero ecdefie Walthamenfis per dive 
recordacionis r^m Henricum fecundum in opti- 
mum noftris modo temporibus gradum videmus 
refbrmatum.^ Canonici namque fub rigida . et 
difciplinabili regula ecdefiafticis excubiis per 
Haroldum mancipati ad fecularia fenfim tradhi 
temporis plus equo devoluti facro canoni pretulerant 
vanitatem feculi. Nomen enim trahentes de utroque 
feculo videlicet et canone: perverfo ordine rem 
.nominis dimidiavere. Secundum^ namque fpiri- 
tantes et canonem fpementes « hujus fcita et illius 
obledamenta: lance librabant minus equa . unde 
pofthabitis divinis officiis fpadabantur in triviis 
mundi: quibus veriandum erat in atriis domus 
Domim. Quibus demum pio regis jam didti xelo 
inde amotis regtilaribus canonicis locus idem 
nobiliter infignitur. Qui Greco bene canoni regu- 
1am jungentes Latinam . fie gemine vocis et rei 
fimplicis virtutem vivendo teneunt^ . quod Grecis 
jure et Latinis maxime veneracioni efiTe deberent. 
HosHenricus officinis regularibus venufHflime deco- 
ravit: fet Haroldus redditibus^ necefifariisgratiffime 

^ H. ; et villis, omitted, M.G. 

. * This ptiTage clearly indicates that the prefent text was 
' written after the death of King Henry IL, 6 July^ a.d. 1189. 
^ Sic Ms. Scdm for Sclm ; with a marginal note Seculumg 
Secttlum, M,G. 

* M.G. ; tenent, G. * H.M. ; reditibus, G. 
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fublimavit. Hiis enim fuftentatur grex Dominicus 1 7. 
in fanftitate et jufticia ibidem Domino devotiflime 
ferviens ; hiis cotidie^ adventancium caterve innu- 
merabiles: multimoda confequantur^ himianitatis 
bona. Hiis viatores^ hiis famelicus: vidum ct 
viaticum hiis languens : curam hiis algens ; tegmen . 
hiistedum: hofpes et advena. Hiisdeniqueomnis 
egens , neceifitati fue fubiidia recepit oportuna> 

1 H,M. ; quotidic, G, * H.M. ; confequuntur, G. 

• H. ; viator^ M.G. * H,M. ; opportuna, G. 
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^od divinitus dijfofitum fuit ut homo ifte in 

regem erigeretur et aliis viSis boftibus ab eo . ab 

aliis ipfe viSus a regno deiceretur . et de Ana^ 

cborita valde religiofo qui minifter ipjius jam 

Jolitarii fuerat iiij 

lUIS novit hominum quomodo com- 
pingantur ofla hominis in ventre 
pregnantis? Quis vero fcivit vd 
fcire potent • quid conducat homint 
in vita fua? Dominatur plerumque-homo homini 
in malum fuum. Deprimitur nonnunquam et 
fubicitur ab homine homo homini: in bonum 
fuum. Sic in fervum fervorum fratribus ftiis 
addicitur Chanaan . iic manus Jofeph fratemo 
addide zelo : in Cho^uno fervierunt. Sic et 
Haroldus nofter ut ad propofttum redeamus tan^ 
quam fuper ventimi fubito elevatur et repente 
eliditur valide. Regno pariter acclamante in regem 
erigitur . cefis qui irruperant barbaris vidor ab acie 
cum triumpho revertitur. Recentem fupervenifle 
hoftem ut audit non metuit . fed infultat extermi- 
natori fuo veluti protinus exterminando occurfitat. 
Manus conferit : et concidit congreditur et con- 
fciditur. Confciditur quidem et concidit . fet 
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numquid ad perniciem vel ad infipienciam fibi? 
Num hoc fufHnebit manus ilia regis crucifixi . qua 
obftetricante cgreflus eft coluber tortuofus? ea 
quidem permittente tetigit ofTa ejus . et iingula 
fere membra hoftilis framea . camem quoque ejus 
graviter vulneravit. Hac difpenfante hac mirabiliter 
difponente hec omnia fuo evenere Haroldo ut in 
ventre pregnaiitis ecclefie hominis ante tempora 
fecularia precogniti et fuis temporibus per hec 
omnia Deo nafcituri et perfecSte placituri : ofla com- 
pingerentur, Conceptus namque per devocionem 
fecundum interiorem hominem Deo • hiis exerciciisf.7b- 
crefcebat et augmentabatur formabatur et folida- 
batur: ut demum in parturicione egrediente pre 
dolore Rachelis anima fufciperet in eo Jacob pro 
Bennoni:^ Benjamin. Qui enim matri fue videlicet 
angelice doloris et mortis filiuS vifus eft . patri Deo 
qui populum mente fuperbum crimine hifpidimi 
variaque prodicione cruentum hoc eventu decreverat 
fupplantandum : filius dextere^ mira ipfius permu- 
tacione efFedus. Verum quia ubique fere terrarum 
celebri fermone vulgatum eft quemadmodum 
Edwardo iandiflimo ad celefte tranflato in regno 
terreno fuccefferit Haroldus qualiter ejufdem favore 
de Norwagicis triumphaverit quamque magnani- 
miter quam celer et imparatus pre nimia mentis 
conftancia fupervenientibus Normannis occurrerit . 
ac ceiis fociis ipfe quoque in hofte ceciderit : nos 
que poft hec per eum divimtus ac circa eum fafta 
pleroique latere cognovimus : Domino favente 

^ In reference to Gen. xxzv. 1 8» 
^ H.M ; dextras, G. 
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fcribemus. Quorum alia a quodam venerabilis 

admodum vite anachoiita nomine Sebrichto . ^ui 

viro beato pluribus dum adviveret miniftravit 

annis . alia ab aliis eque fide digniffinus accepimus 

viris • qui nobis ea hec certitudine fcribenda retu- 

lerunt : qua efTe verifilima indubitanter probaverunt* 

Porro que poft feKcem ipfius excefTum a corpore 

celefti per eum virtute patrata: pagine aflcribentur 

ab illisqui prefentescum fierent interfiierunt fcripta 

nobiique tranfinifia iunt. Prediftus autem vir Dei 

dim minifter ejus et fequipeda devotifilimus • ut 

ille de mundo receffit . et quia ad Deum abiit 

miraculorum indiciis patenter dedaravit: ejus 

ferventer in bono emulabatur exemplum. Cupiens 

quippequo ille pcrvenerat et ipfe pervenire: ftudebat 

quam fimilius potuit ficut ille ambulaverat : et ipfe 

ambulare. Igitur quod et Haroldum fiiifle npverat 

peregrinacionis laborem amplexus nataKs fell fpon- 

taneus exul . ut cujus fandorum et domefticus Dei 

efle mereretur : efficitur. Nudus denique pedes a 

confinio recedit urbis Ceftrenfis ubi thefaurum 

quern devotus aliquot annis ibidem obfervant^ parte 

in fupemi regis coronam fublata . partis reliquum 

humi defoflum dimittebat : nudus eciam cupiditatis 

'• ^ mundane progreditur. Sic riudus et expeditus 

crucem Dominicam in loco quo Dominicis* aptata 

fiiit membris aditurus : fepulcrum ejus glbriofum 

^fitaturus • in loco ubi fteterunt pedes ejus adora- 

turus . Angliam demimi egreditur plurima nichi- 

lominus et alia fanAa iandtorum limina ut fecerat 

Haroldus lacrimis rigaturus • linguas iniliper quas 

1 H.M. ; obfervarat, G. 
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non novcrat auditurus . et tribulacioncs pro Chrifto 
non modicas cum gaudio fubiturus . alienigenarum 
fines ingreditur. Poftrcmo voti faluberrimi compos 
efFeftus poft varios quos enumerare non vacat 
circuitus ad patrium ut Haroldus folum revcrtitur. 
Reverfus vero in villa quadam territorii Oxene-Deaequipeda 
fordenfis Stantona^ nomine fefe permanfurum m^idnn- 
recepit . receptum : inclufit. Inclufus plcrifque ob dcSwt^ 
fcelera claufis et incarceratis aufteriorem ufque ad 
mortem vitam duxit. Hinc religiofis quibufquc 
venerabilis efieAus et cams: a multis gracia edifica- 
cionis mutue : requiri folebat et defideranter adiri. 

Innotuerat enim devotiffimus Deo diftridtiffimus 
fibi afiabilis cunftis . beneficus multis ; benevolus 
univerfis. Per hec et hujufmodi Chrifti cuicunque 
bonus odor effe<Shis cum^ in odore unguentorum 
ejus cunfti traherentur . me cum ceteris tanquam 
pufillum cum majoribiis fimul rapuit . iibique 
arAius vinculo dileccionis aflrinxit. Quern adhuc 
vero tener . religionis profeffione tenellus . cum 
per internuncios utrobique graviores creberrime 
aliqubciens^ per memetipfum vifitaflcm:* ad in- 
tima demum familiaritatis facraria ab ipfo admiflus 
fum. In quo tandem annis jam proveccior*^ adeo 
profeci : ut fecimi de interioris hominis ftatu cpn- 
ferenti • vix quippiam fuorum michi fecretorum 
quod inftruccionis mee negotium expeteret : celare 

^ Sdmtbn Harcoort, about five miles from Witney^ G, 

.^ H.M. ; ^uum, G. ; and fo always. 

* H.M«; ddquoties; G. 

^ Note in the margiii of the MS. : " Auctor praefens fuit," 
in a handwriung oif the fourteenth century. 
: * H.M. j provedior,.G, . 
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valuiflet. Qui cum rufticanus eflet et totius eloquii 

alterius quam Anglici nefcius^ • mirabilem tenebat . 

et amabilem de religionis fumma proque ydioma^ 

fuo luculenter proferebat fentenciam . ut de mdpfo 

sdebat • quod fencio dicam in paciencia et fpe 

falutis mee fummam puto confiflere. Subiciebat 

quanta oftendifTet iibi Dominus tribuladones multas 

et magnas • quamque clementer converfus vivificaflet 

fe . et quam de abiffis^ terre potenter reduxiflet fe* 

Interferebat et quanta pafTus eflet in corpore quanta 

in mente connumerans et diftinguens utriufque de- 

fedhis hominis et varios afiedhis demonum aiTultus 

^' ^ ^ improbos . non parum quoque acerbos hominum 

infultus. Addebatque inter hec omnia jam jam 

paulo minus naufraganti fola mifero michi (pes in 

crucifixo pro anchora fiiit . qua firmiter nifus omnia 

poft modicum quafi in fpumam et £iyillam eva- 

nuifle vidi que paulo ante ipfa morte intolera- 

biliora duxi. Verumptamen^ tales inquit ac tantas 

fuftinui afflicciones camis . ex quo corpus miferum 

tanquam feram indomabilem hujus in quo five 

carceris inclufi angufHis ut inexpertus quifque fer- 

ream materiam five lapideam vix umquam crederet 

tanta durare valuifle. 

Hec ille non jadlabundus de fe ipfo et laboribus 

fuis pro Chrifto fet memorabat animandimi me 

inter ipfa videlicet tyrocinii fpiritualis inexperta 

certamina trepidantem tanquam emeritus jam miles 

proprii fudoris femiliari experimento ac roboran- 

^ Written twice in H, ; the firft word has a pen line drawn 
through it 

^ H. ; ydioma[te], M. ; idiomate, G. 

* H.M. ; abyffis, G. * H.M. ; verumtamen, G. 
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dum talibus: effimabat. ^ Talia vero mente com- 
pundhis proferebat non . eofum que pdEjfuliflet 
erumpnam^ deflens: iet illius quam ad erumpnarum^ 
fuarum levameh . percepiflet confolacionis et grade . 
fpiritualisi memdri^m : cum mira dulcedine eruAans. 
Hec de viri iftius vita ct moribus non fuperflue 
ut eitimamus pagine videbantur inferenda . quatihus 
ex fanftitate alurhpni liquidius docentur ^ quante per- 
feccionis culmine converfecio claruerit fui nutritoris. 
Hie de Haroldo mencionem faciens non aliter eum 
quam dominum fuum nominabat . ipfum profefto 
fe patronum habere in celo exultans quem precep- 
torem in mundo Habuiffet. Per hunc igitur ut 
premiflum eft . et alios qui virum Dei viteque 
ipfius inftitutum variumque pro locis et temporibus 
ftatum agnoverant: ea que fecuntur comparata funt 
et vxilgata. Horum nonnulli quod ipfe Haroldus 
ipfe * quondam in diademate gloriofus eflet dum 
viveret nefcierunt converfacionifii tamen illius teftes 
fuerunt . et quibus deguiflet in locis ex quo foli- 
tariam in Anglia duxit vitam plenius agnoverunt. 
Mundi namque gloriam cujtis in feipfo ignobiles 
et lugubres exitus expertus foiflet meduUitus . 
perhorceflcens^ poftqiiam.ih terra olim fua vivere 
inftituit . nomen fibi novum ipfe impofuit . habita- . 
cionis quoque loca ne quis eflet iui quolibet eventu 
proderetvir non femel mutavit. Verum hec feriatim 
inferius profequemur :^ nunc a digreflionisexceflTu ad f- 9-^ 
drdinem cepte narracionis ftilo currente accedamus* 

^ H.M. ; aerumnam, G. ^ H.M. j aBnimntnim^ G. 

• H.J docentur, M. ; doceatur, (5. . 

* H. J the fecond ip/e omitted, M-G^ 

• 5 H.M. ; perhorrefcens, G. ® H. ; perfcquemur, M.G. 

•■ D . ■ ' .■ .• :.■ ■ 
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^od inter vulneratos Jeminecem inventum . et 
Wintoniam perduSlum mulier quedam Saracena 
hiennio ibidem delitejcentem Janaverit Haroldum . 
et quod fro contrahendis contra Normannos auxiliis 
Saxones Daco/que expecierit . nilque profecerit . v. 

A.TO igitur ac fuperato in 

congreffu a Normannis exer- 

nglorum Rex Haroldus plagis 

Jus innumeris inter mor- 

tuos . et ipfe profternitur. Nee poterant tamen 
quamlibet multa . quamlibet letalia vulnera vitam 
funditus viro adimere: quern pietas falvatoris ad 
vitam et viftoriam felicius difpofuit reparare. Re- 
cedentibus itaque a loco cedis hoiHlibus caftris a 
mulierculis quas miferacio ad alliganda fauciorum 
vulnera illuc attraxerat: exanguis^ jam et vix pal- 
pitans pugnator ille pridie potentiffimus invenitur. 
Ab hiis 2 Samaritan! erga eum vices implentur . ab 
hiis in vicinum tugurium . alligatis vulneribus fuis 
deportatur. Inde a duobus ut fertur mediocribus 
viris quos francalanos five agricolas^ vocant agnitus . 

1 a ; cxfanguis, M.G. « h. i ab iis, M.G. 

^ Judging from the context, the FrsHcalanus was probably 
the fame as the France homo of Domefday, of whom Sir H. 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Vita Haroldi Regis. 35 

et collide occdtatus ad Wintonienfium dcducitur 
civitatem. Hie biennio latebras in quodam cellario 
fbvens a quadam muliere genere Saracetia artis 
cirurgice peritiffima : curatus eft . et Altiffimi 
cooperante medicina: ad integerrimam perduftus 
fanitatem. Qui viribus quoque receptis regie 
magnanimitatis confidenti:^ quam animus nee in 
corporis ftrage omiferat: magnarum conatibus reiiim 
credidit approbandam. Jam viftoris fui jugo regni 
tocius nobilitas vulgufque coUa fubmiferant . jam 
proceres pene cunfti aut perempti aut patria pulii; 
avitos honores alienigenis parciendos ac poffidendos 
dimiferant. 

Cemens itaque Haroldus fuorum cladem . hof- 
tium felicitatem : corde ingemuit . et patrias magis 
quam proprias deplorans erumpnas^: aut com- 
moriendum fanditus aut fubveniendum civibus de- 
cemebat. Penalius enim ipfa quam vix eiRigifTet 
nece ducebat . fi nee fuis erepcioni fore temptaviflet 
miferrime viventibus : nee mifere peremptis ulcioni^ 
Transfretavit igitur in Germaniam generis fui geni^ dorirH«fSdl 
tricem aditurus Saxoniam . gentis fue jam utro- [J^^^^'^'f*^'^ 
bique vulgatum miferabilem cafum cundis ipfe 
miferandus deplorat . cognatos ad ferenda proprie 
ftirpi fuf&agia inftanter folicitat. Allegat infor- 
tunium tam repentine dadis non viribus aut virtuti 

Ellis in his IntroduBion/iL 112, gives a note, tending to fliew 
that thefe francones homines are entered as if attached to the 
manor, with the viUani and bordariu The Trancigena (fee 
£lli^ Introd.y n, 426) was probably one who could not (hew . 
his right to be ccmfidered an Englifhman. 

^ H.M. I con£dentiam, Q. 

' H.M. ; aerumnas, G. *' 
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hofHum . non ignavie civiym . non denique timi- 

dita^ti . non imbeciUitati fue efle imputandum. 

Solani fibt in tali eventu anin^ofitatem iuifle peri* 

culo • que fuarum confcia in rebus bellicis virium . 

>ct viftoriarum . hoftilcm multitudinem cum paudf- 

fimo milite.exccpiflct^ Vinccrc enim afluetus et 

vinci nefcius viAum me ait credidiflem . fi paulo 

fegoius novande^ inimicis ^doriam retuliiTem. 

^)efis namque favore divino a nobis cum rege iuo 

. Norwa^cis qui regni noftri fiiies ab aquilone 

. Imiperant: exercitibus etducibus hoftris ad propria. 

dimiflis repente a regione auftrali fupcrvenere Nor- 

manni. Qiiibus et ipfe cum paucis repentinus 

occurrens non inferior viribus aut aniinis * fed 

numero minor compreflus . tandem cecidi non 

viftus ceffi* Non incertam igitur viftoriam dc 

talibus confeftim fumemus quos eventus non virtus 

hacvice fuperiores oftendit. Quorum in propriam^ 

devocionem . et fua infblencia • et tocius nobis 

premeditate congreilionis modus et exacerbate 

multitudinis copiofa folacia exhibebunt. Hiis et 

hujufinodi Saxones talibus quoque Dacos quos 

nichllominus follicite adivit pro expugnandis Tecum 

r^ni fui invaforibus interpellat. Quorum ftudia 

ut ^dit in diverfa niti in que ^ fua minus per^ 

currere vota primo quidem graviter anxie mentis 

fluftibus eftuare cepit . vehementerque addici. In 

hoc quippe ut erat fagacifiimus fecuritati fue rex 

jam Anglorum et Normannorumdux caute prorfiis 

* H.M. ; novam4e>G. 

' H.; promptu, G.; perpetu[am]y M. 

• H. ; uique, M.G. . 
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foUerterque profpexerat ut mifla legacione regis 
gentifque Dacoram aliarum eciam finitimarum 
nacionum amicicias fibi abftringere^ . ^t graciam 
conciliare feftinaret. 

1 H.M. J adftringcrc, G. 
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Quod inje tandem idem reverfus^ intellexii^ Deum 
fihi in via mundi adverfari unde Chrifti Je con-- 
formans cruci ut hoftem melius triumpharet anti-- 
quum gaudet fe ab bominibus fuijfe Juperatum . vj. 

ANDEM vero in fe reverfus Haroldus 

et quail a fantaftico quo diucius 

fompnio fibi redditus ad cor (uum 

tbtus convertitur. Intelligit vd fero 

'. xo. obfiftentem fibi in via hac qua inaniter ambulabat 

Deum . fuique fuiffe angeli quern intus exteriufque 

in fe fue tarn pertinaciter cedentem pertuliflet 

gladium. Apertifque mentis fue oculis aliud de 

cetero fibi genus eligendum videt prelioram alia 

requirenda prefidia. Refpexerat enim oculo jam 

propicio crucifixus rex regis dejedi labores et 

longos cruciatus . nee ulterius paciebatur peculiarem 

* vexilli fui cultorem tanti meroris abyfib demergi in- 

volvi laberinto.^ Refpexerat fane . lapfiim crimine . 

et lapfum a dignitate quo refpiciente lapfus cadunt : 

et lapfi refurgunt. Refpexerat denique ut fletu 

lapfus culpam dilueret . fpem vero et ftudium 

regnandi non deponeret fed mutaret. Cepit igitur 

1 H. ; intcUcxerit, M.G. « H.M. ; labyrintho, G. 
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lapflis videre et deflere fub afpeftu cunda cementis 
criminum fuorum et errorum lapius cepit regni 
longe felicioris faciliorem multo viam agnofcere . 
et copiam preientire. Sedet animo crucis quam 
amaverat imitatorem efle toUere quotidie crucem 
fuam venire poft crucifixum: et ipfum fequi. Nee 
vero a metite excidit quia ut ad hec idoneus fieri 
pofiit fe ipfum in primis abnegare necefle fit. Quod 
nichilominus ut poflit eundem ipfum fibi in exem- 
plum proponit et adjutorem afTumit . qui cum in 
forma Dei eflet feipfum fbrmam fervi accipiens 
exinanivit. Intuetur jam qualiter Dominus mundi 
mundanum cimi eflet in mundo fprevit imperium • 
qui et quefitus in regem : fugerit . et milibus obfe- 
quenciimi turbis folitarie orationis feceflum pre- 
tulerit. Reminifcitur datam huic per paffionis 
dure et mortis dire fiipplicium omnem in celo 
et in terra poteflatem. Previdet ab omni came 
hmc tandem occurrendum • donandum ab eo omnem 
hominem regno vel fupplicio meminit fempitemo. 
Scit quidem^ fi eatur ad committendum bellum 
cum eo ipfe cum decem milibus fibi occurrenti 
obvius cum viginti milibus veniat cujus adventus 
improvifus cujus difpar apparatus . quam^ latenter 
invadit tam potenter improvidum quemque et 
imparatum nonnunquam exterminat et extingutt. 

Pofthabito igitur inani temporalis r^ni fhxdio 
abjedo terrene concertadonis exiciali propofito. 
Ad hunc r^m adhuc looge agentem legationem f. 
mittere ab eo que vere pacis flint tota proponit 
intencione poftulare. Cujus tamen iram fuis ut 
^ ^j^Mtaam^ G. ; qm, H. ; quantum, M . ^ H. ; quem^ M.G. 
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timebat ofienfis cumulataih ne (ua forte fola legacio 
minus fufficeret delinire: inquirendos cenfuit et 
quibus poiTet obfequiis inquirendos . et fue lega- 
cionis congruos adjutores et ydoneoe apud iratum 
regem interventores . cujus de cetero folius gratiam 
probavit et gloriam ambiendam. Mutatur itaque 
in Haroldo honunis repente exterioris halntus . et 
itnterioris ailedus. Fulcit quam armare confuevit 
manum . curtata in baculum hafta . pro clipeo: 
pera collo appenditur . filtro vertex adumbratur : 
quern munire galea • ornare diadema folebat. 
Pedes et tybie pro fandaliis et ocreis vel nudantur 
fiinditus vel femicindis obvolvuntur. Ut autem 
et reliqua breviter explicemus: omnis armatura 
fbrtis . totus potentis omatus vel abdicatur penitus . 
aut in abjeccionem transfertur : et penitentis penam. 
Nam humeris lacertis . lumbis et lateri: lorica 
folum . fbiita non adimitur . fed proprius admo- 
vetur. Abftrafta^ fiquidem et abjeAa interula: 
nude cami calibis duricies copulatun Sic vigilans 
non armatus fed incarceratus incedit ferro . fie 
dormientem non thorns excipit . fed thorax includit. 
Et mira plane exterius aflumpta mutacio ifta. 
Jocunduni fane et angelis et omnibus fan<5bis fpcc- 
taculum . circa tantum et talem virum . talis ac 
tanta permutacio rierum . verum multo jocundius 
intra. ipfumfibimet exhibebat interius arbiter Deus . 
creans et formans in eo pro tenebris lucem . et uni- 
vferfum ftratuni ejus mirabiliter verfans. Vere 
inquam mutacio hec: non cujufcunque fed dextere 
excdfi. ubi crudelitas . et feritas mitefcit in cle- 
A G. ; abftmaa, M.; abftinaa, altered to abftrafta, H. 
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menciam et lenitatem . contrahitur elatio: in 
humilitatem . Set quis mutacionis adeo .felicis 
univerfa commemoret ? Ut innumera veP paucis 
includam . hac mutacione concupifcencia carnis . et 
mundi in horum verfa contemptum et odium : 
defiderio ceffit et amori celefbum. 

Sic fie operante dextera excdfi rex tranfit in 
militem et militem quidem Chrifti : plus jam con- 
tempto quam prius cupito regno mimdi. Tranfit 
rex in militem efficitur rex miles . ut ita efficiatur 
miles rex, et rex fimul ac miles tranfeat |in regem. ^. ". 
lUi enim militare aggreditur miles ifte cui militare 
regnare eft . et regnare quidem in prefenti: in 
fiituro conregnare. lUud vero conregnare multo 
felicius quam iftud regnare eft quod tamen regnare 
mundo et mundi regno fublimius et majus eft. 
Militando quidem regnat et regnando militat . 
donee mutet manfuris mutabilia miles Chrifti et 
abforbeatur mors in vidoriam . et bellum vertatur 
in tropheum.2 Tunc rex tranfibit in regem militans 
in triumphantem foUicitus in fecurum moribundus 
in fempcr vidurum. Interea innovato rege inno- 
vato et milite . regnum novum in Haroldo cum 
innovata fucceflit milicia: ipfius quoque cum fm- 
gulis fuis fenfibus et membris in novos refiorefcit 
ufus mundi cordis et corporis fubftancia tota. In 
fame et fiti in frigore et nuditate in orationibus 
in vigiliis in contumeliis^ et injuriis . in omni 
denique labore et erumpna maceratur caro roboratur 

^ H. ; vel, omitte^ M«Cj. Thi$ k a ckar ioftauce of Giles 
copying Michel inflead of reading the M.S. . 

2.H.M. ; tropsBum, G. ^ H,M. ; cont^melis, G» 
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fpiritus : anima ddeAatur. Quatitur fufinriis pedus 
hanelum^ . quod prius tumidum: fpirabat cedia 
minas intonabat. Rorant lumina imbre lacri- 
marum. Fulmineum qrnddam indignantis animi 
nutu in emulos confueta ^brare. Nil jam datum 
cervicofiim nichil aut truculentum os fupercilia . et 
cervix pretendebant. Modeffia inceflum regit pietas 
animum • afledust puritas fibi defendit. Interiores 
quoque motus et exteriores: honeftas infbrmat . 
fandtitas in fuas partes omnia ejus afltunit. Vide- 
tur jam fibi Haroldus folito felidus imperare . 
regnare fiiblimius tudus et utilius militare, Gaudet 
fe ab hominibus viftum . dum mimdum dum feipfiun 
vincendo : viAus quoque mdius de Diaboio dididt 
triumphare. 

^ H. ; puantis s. p. anhelat^ M. ; q. 8. p. anhelum, G. 
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^odpro expetendis /anHorum fuffragiis longum 
inierit peregrinacionem et quod antequam regnum 
habuijfet JanEtorum limina apoftolorum adierit . vij. 

[NSTRUCTUS vero aW unccionc que 
jam ilium docebat de omnibus celefKs 
quern invenerat thefauram defiderii 
ne prede pateat inepte publicatus . 
caucius fentit abfcondendum. Nam et ovis primo 
genita feu bo^s nee apta fciebat aratris . nee 
tondenda . quin et poma que germinant: legis 
sanccione immunda decerni. Hujufinodi ergo a 
Spiritu Sanfto edodus oraculis, omnes qui fibi 
ufque ad id temporis adhefiiTe vifi funt : amicos t n. b. 
relinquid . neceflarios deferit . ab univerfis demum 
qui ip{um noverant : clam recedit. Adit populos 
antea ignotos . requirit non ignotos . fed olim 
quidem dileccione precognitos jam devocionis affeftu 
ardtius complexos : longe lateque patronos. Abiit 
igitur in regionem longinquam^ vir ifte nunc vere 
nobilis . loca invifere {acra iaiuSorum in fuis 
ubique fectibua . aut edibus veneraturus rdiquias . 
regnum Dei quod intra fe jam tenebat corum fuf- 

^ H.M, ; omitted, G. * H,G. ; lo[n]ginquam, G. 
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fragiis plenius et perfeccius accipere , et in fuam 
dcmum patriam reverti. Adierat quidem antea 
nondum videlicet Anglorum confecutus regnum 
fummorum limina ChrifH apoftolorum devocionis 
plane inftinftu . et fandtarum ab urbe reliquiarum 
ad fiia pocius reportandi quam in urbe adorandi 
obtentu. Ferventiflimo namque ftudio {acras col- 
ligere fategerat reliquias-^ ab iUo prefertim tempore 
quo Sande Crucis edificare apud Waltham ut 
prediftum eft ecclefiam cepit: et ditare* Unde 
accidit ut votis precum folutis turn prece turn precio 
varioque ingenio innumeris fandorum pignorum 
opibus adquifitis magnificorum quoque martyrum^ 

^ For a long lift of thefe relics fee MS. Harl. 3776, f. 31. 
The chapter treating of them commences with a (hort poem : , 

** Hoc facrum pondus iibi confervavit Haroldus 
Scilicet iftarum thefaurus reliquiarum. 
Qjias tulit ignotis a partibus atque remotis. 
Unde crucis fan£le : fe premuniret in ede/' 

^ The Virgin martyrs Chryfanthus and Daria are cele- 
brated in the Calendar on the 25 th Odober. According to 
Alban Butler (vol. x,, p. 502) Chryfanthus and Daria were 
ftrangers who came to Rome from the Eaft in the third century, 
the firft from Alexandria, the fecond from Athens^ Chry- 
fanthus, after having efpoufed Daria, perfuaded her to prefer a 
ftate of perpetual virginity to that of marriage, that they 
might more eafily with perfedb purity of heart trample the 
world under their feet, and accomplifh the folemn confecration 
they had made of themfelves to Chrift in their baptifm. Their 
martyrdom probably took place during the perfecution of 
Valerian, A..D. 237. They were interred on the Salarian way, 
their re;msuns being found in the reign of Conftantine the 
Great. This part of the Catacombs was long known by the 
name of the Cemetery of SS. Chryfanthus and Daria. Their 
tomb was decorated by Pope. Damafus, their remsuns tranflated 
by Pope Stephen Vl. in a.d. 866, part into the Laterah 
bafilica, and part into the Church of the TWelye Apol^les. 
This, at leaft, is true of the relics of their companions who had 
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Crifanti et Dane rediens ad propria beata funul 
ofTa yifus fit afportafie a Roma. Verum tanti 
predam thefauri tandem fibi prereptam Romani 
fencientes et id non cque ferentes : jam abeuntem . 
jam longius abicedentem diete jam tercie feu quarte 
emenfo itinere pium confecuti predonem grefium 
fiftere cogimt. Nee enim reniti aut viribus vel 
fuga enunpere indigenarum multitudo paucos fine* 
bat peregrinos. Quid multa? Tenctur , ardlatur . 
conviciis urgetur Haroldus. Quodque hiis egrius 
tulit . prifHnis pofleflToribus minus^ prout aflerebant 
legittime conquifitas: reddere compellitur inefti- 
mabilis precii margaritas. Prediftorum igitur 
Chrifti tedium in divinis non fiiffragiis violencia 
Romanorum fpoliatus . cetera non minus preciof- 
iffima Rome obiterve^ adquifita .in ecclefia fcpius 
memorata patrie redditus fecum attulit reveren- 
tiifime confervanda. Devocionis vero illius et ^ou, 
cautele . vigilanciam in adquirendis et refervandis 
fanftorum reliquiis fi quem plenius nofle juvat : 
prenotatum de invencione crucis Waltamenfis 
fiiperius traftatum ftudiofe revolvat. Nos enimf.xa. 
que a veteribus fcripta funt intermittentes : novum 
noftrum novo ftili officio profequemur ut cepimus 
Chrifto ducente peregrinum. Quem et'fi multas 
perluftrantem orbis ChrifKani provincias . totque 

been walled up at their tomb. The remains of SS. Chry- 
fanthus^.and Daria had been tranilated to the Abbey of Prom 
in the diocefe of Triers in a.d. 842, by gift of Pope Sergius II. 
In A.D. 844 they were removed to the Abbey of St. Avol or 
St Navor in die diocefe of Metz, according to Mabillon, 
Site. iv. Bened, ^.611, 
. .1 H. ; omitted, M.G. ; ^ G, j ob iter ve, H.M. ' 
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tarn falubriter in tali perluftracione tempera con- 
fumentem nee locis fingulis nee diebus comitari 
valemus queve egcrit aut pertulcrit in percgrina- 
cione longiffima fingillatim nofle ac referre : faltem 
a finibus noftris elongatum jam diucius profecuti . 
ad nos quoque denuo remeanti alacrius occurramus. 
Comitantem vero • et deducentem nuUifque aliquan* 
do temporibus aut locis ipfum relinquentem . 
Dominum magnifice coUaudemus benedicentes in 
Domino pariter et famulum fuum: venientem 
equidem in nomine Domini. 
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Ammiracio ^ fcriptoris cum exclamacione brevi 
Juper benignitate Dei qua fit ut eciafn peccata elec^ 
torum ipjis cooperentur in bonum . . viij. 

autem in hoc nomine illo 
te . illius anima per mM- 
um fponfa circuicionem pla* 

^uefitum et inventum tenente 

fponfum . ipfius jam fpiritum in Deo falutari fuo 
exultantem gratulabunda cum pfalmifta audire 
michi videor voce canentem . "Convertere^ . anima 
mea . in requiem tuam: quia Dominus benefecit 
tibi." Hie vero precordis leticia benefici Domini 
circa fervum fuum admirando magnalia : exclamare 
libet. O larga pietas et mira benignitas fpiritus 
tui O virtus et fapientia eterni Patris coeterne fili 
O dulcis O bone Jefu. O ineffimabilem et in- 
veftigabilem confiliorum tuorum altitudinem . Vere 
cogitaciones cordis tui avertcrc nemo potest. O 
quam vera fenfit de te que alloquens te. "Si* de- 
creveris" ait . "salvare nos: continuo liberabimur." 
Quam fidelis quamque accepcione dignus fermo . 

^ The text of this chapter is omitted by Michel, who ftates, 
'' In quo hiftoriae materiam minime reperies.^ 

* Pfalm. cxiv. 7. » Cf. Efth. xiii. 9. 
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fidcntcr prolatus ad apoftolo tuo. "Scimus" inquit 
"quoniamdiligentibus^ Deum: omnia coopcrantur 
in bonum/' Benedidiim fit cum patre coctcrno . ct 
Spiritu cocvo nomen glorie tue fandhim . qui cum 
iratus fueris mifericordiam facis et ut aflerit mulier 
fandla: omnia peccata hominum in tribulacione 
dimittis. £t quidem omnia hec vera efie et in hunc 
modum innumera • que paffim leguntur in Uteris 
facris de te fuper hiis que perficis et exhibes dili- 
gentibus te in uno demonftrafti^ tuo hoc diledto 
dileftore. Quam evidens nobis argumentum quam 
f. la. b. prelucidum in uno homine ifto fuavitatis fimul et 
fortitudinis tue fpeculum condidifti O fapientia 
que ex ore Altiffimi prodidifti ' attingens a fine 
ufque ad finem fortiter et difponens omnia fiiaviter. 
. Ab hiis fontibus fuavitatis et fortitudinis illi duo 
rivi procedunt gratie et feveritatis feu clemencie et 
diftriccionis quibus debriata fuperficies terre fane- 
torum everfis zizanniis^ femen producit in frudtum 
vite eterne. Quante enim ferenitatis pariter ct 
gratie fuit quod ficut multi putant propter iniquita- 
tem corripuifti quidem fed in eternum non pro- 
jecifti hominem iftum . corripiens et corrigens 
caucioremque fibi • tibi devociorem ex ipfa quoque 
iniquitate exhibens eum. Quanta fuavitate quanta- 
que fortitudine ufus es circa eum tam valide de 
manu morf is eripiens iUiun vitam corporis ejus nee 
jaculis nee gladiis fibi permittens auferri .vitam vero 
anime etiam* peccato ut dicitur ablatam reftituens 
et reformans ei ? Hinc et ipfius injufticia inventa 

^ R(C^m. viii* 28. * H.; demonftrati, Gl 

• ' -^J H.-;.^ adz^is, G.; •'• • ^ H. ; .ct, G. . •' 
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eft habundare in gloriam tuam . quandoquidem ex 
multa magnitudine et magna multitudine dulce- 
dinis beni^itatis tue ubi habundavit iniquitas fua 
(uperhabundaiat in eo gratia tua . ut eo impeniius 
diligeret te • quo plenius indulgenciam confeque- 
retur a te. Itaque darefceret quia ^igenti te 
cooperantur in bonum non aliqua fed omnia dum 
quod in malum femper eft: ei cooperatur in bonum 
eternum^ • fuum videlicet et tantum peccatum. 

^ H. ; non sternuniy G. 
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^od de peccato Harolds multa dicuntur a 

multis et de quercu /ecus Rothomagum Jub qua 

juraverat qua xorticem exuta manet u/que in 

prafens ix. 

£ quo nimirum ipfius peccato quia 

multi multa loquuntur . loqui de- 

bemus vel pauca et nos : et quid de 

eo fenciant qui vel exaggerate vel qui 

attenuate illud familiare habent in medium pro- 

ferre. Nam ipfum non qualemcumque^ fed im- 

maniffimum pat[r]afle2 peccatum plerique accufant 

in tantum ut huic ejus enormi peccato Anglice 

libertatis ruinam eftiment imputandam. AflumpfifTe 

enim in vanum afleritur nomen Domini Dei fui 

adeo ut perjurio illud polluere non timeret cujus 

piaculi crimen prodigio mirabili di^dnitus quoque 

aftruuntdenotari, Quercusenim proceritatis magne. 

multeque .olim pulchritudinis ficut hodie quoque 

cernentibus demonftratur Tub qua jurisjurandi 

tx3. facramentum duci Normannonun prefHtit: mox 

ut illud regnum quod ei fervandum Juraverat • 

^ H.M. ; qualecumque, G. 

« Pataffc, H.J pat[r]affc, M.j patraflc, G. 
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ufurpando infregit: virore depofito defluentibus 
foliis corticem quod diftu mirum eft rcpente cxuifle 
perhibetur. Res digna fpedtaculo quod lignum 
multis condenfifque frondibus paulo ante fpedofum 
non fegnius quam hedera;^ ione^ . quam oliva 
aiterius prophete radicitus exaruit albique fadti 
funt rami ejus. Auget miraculum fubditi mar- 
coris: perpetuitas iniadi roboris arboris exficcate 
quod frequenter cum plurimis et ipfi mirati fumus. 
Quis enim non obftupefcat vafle magnitudinis 
robor . ramufculis etiam minutis non inuninutum 
fed undique inconfradhim ab imis radicibus'ufque 
ad fununitatem frondium omni velamento corticis 
fpoliatum • tot jam feculis nee etate ceffiiTe • nee 
carie tabuifle • nee ventorum turbine impa<5him • 
nee imbrium inundacione infufum . putruifle . vel 
faltem nutaile? Quo figno in anni circiter cen- 
tefimi quadragefimi fpacium^ cum arborem vidimus 
jam porrefto . infandi fcelus perjurii ^dcinorum 
loco Rothomagus jadhiabat . celitus infamari. 
Modico namque intervallo ab urbe ipfa diftat arbor 
infaufta ameno imminens faltui qui ftrate non 
multum abjacet a ponte Sequane ad Grandimon- 
tenfes* eremitas^ fefe protendenti. Omine tam 

^ Jonah iv. 6, 7, 9, 10. * H.M.; lonae, G. 

' If this be taken to fignify that the author beheld the 
withered tree after a lapfe of 140 years from the occurrence, 
we arrive at a date certainly prior to a.d. 1206, the feventh and 
eighth regnal year of Eling John^ 

^ '^ Anno 1 1 56 Henricus II. prioratum ordinis Grandimon- 
tenlis fundavit in Silva Roboreti, quern ^aulo poft in vivarium 
fuum prope Rotomagum tranilulit ad finiflram flumlnis Sequans 
ripam ; unde locus ille nomen fumfit beats Maris de Vivario." 
Gallia Cbriftianay xi. 47. c. 

^ ** La premiere vie des religieux de Grandmont^ fut celle 
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invifo Londonias primum fibi prefumpiUle fertur 
Rothoms^s fubjugandas. Nee alio magis aufpicio 
tota iimul Neufhia egentis et avare domine com- 
pendiis prcxligas Anglorum opes ancillari pofle: 
dofta eft non defperare. Hiis aidicitur^ ab illis qui 
Haroldum jam vere vidorem linguis adhuc iti- 
(eA^ntur • illius poft modum ac poft modicum 
confecuta quam facilis tam et crudelis dejecdo qua 
ut inopinate regnimi amifit. Sic infufpicabiliter 
vitam vix confervando necem evafit. 

des em^tesy fi Ton en croit ropinion commune, diffiSrente de 
ceUe du p^re Mabillon," etc. — Richard et Giraud, Bikliotb, 
Saer.9 xii. a62v 
^ H.M.; adjicitur, G. 
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S^Uisfoicio quorumdam pro Harold$ qua turn de 
perjurio excufantes Domino favmte et San&o c^n^ 
nivente Edwardo ipfum regnajfe affirtnant et de 
vifiom abbatis Elfini qua viHonm Norwagicorum 
ip^um fore prenunciavit Jan£lws Edwardus . x. 

DIVERSO nonnuUi ex fine ipiius • et 
creberrime eciam antea interluceotit- 
bus circa eum fuperiii favoris indiciis 
viri Deo diledti fadhim mecientes . 
tarn jurisjurandi minus obfervati . quam regni 
quoque rite fufcepti : nituntur inducere rationem . 
Quod enim rem ut ex poftfafto inquiunt manifeftum 1 13 b. 
eft univerie procul dubio genti fue exicialem fi ob* 
iervaretur juravit: tarn fue voluntati adverfum 
quam fuorum fiJuti contrarium fuit. Juravit Notadeju»- 
tamen metu conftriccus qui m virum conftantem et 
continuo mori vel perpetuo incarcerari renuentem 
non immerito caderet. Nee yero alius a tantis 
anguftiis patebat exitus : in terra aliena in manu 
poteftatis tante condufb • fragilitati ergo mortali 
que vitam mfi in vita . vix exuit morem geeens et 
confilio qualiumcunque in tali tempore prefencium 
amicorum : exortum^ preftitit juramentum in quo 
^ H.M. ; extortmn, G. 
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et leges mundane et divini canones variis vite hujus 
neceflitatibus condefcendiile . non ignorantur. De 
jure extorquentis hujufmodi facramentum • alii ut 
libuerit difputabunt. Licuit vero ut manifeftum 
eft fie elicitum . fi tamen quod nemo diffitetur 
eciam illicitum fuiflet : non implere juramentum. 
Hac vero quia alias nequivit de medio fe tenendum 
Haroldus e^dit Normannorum. Qui fuis demiun 
redditus quid pertulerit . quid egerit: cunftis 
palam exponit^ Exponentem ut audit: univerfitas 
in iram excandefcit . initam mediante facramento 
paccionem improbat ne obfervetur . vehementer 
reclamat. Abfit inquiunt abfit ut ferviamus Nor- 
mannis! Abfit ut faftus Normanici jugo bar- 
barico : nobilitatis Anglice urbana libertas nulla- 
tenus fiibfljernatur ! Quid multa ? 

Conclamant omnes^ fedet hec fentencia cun6tis. 

Pofthabitoque juramenti quod nullum eflc cre- 
debatur periculo : Haroldus demum unanimi 
omniiun confilio fublimatur in regem. Quod 
preter divinitatis nutum minime accidifle: celitus 
poft in brevi fuerat declaratum . cum enim rex 
Norwagenfis^ claflfe adveAus numerofa intraflet 
Angliam aggreflufque Eboracenfem provinciam 
cede et incendiis obvia queque vaftaret illique rex 

Nptademfir- novus coafto exercitu fcftinaret occurrere tybie fii- 
bito unius vehementiflimo cepit dolore conflringi. 
Qui ex fiio tali compede plus fubditorum difcrimini 

1 14. quam fiio congemifcens dolori nodtem pene tot^m 

^ For account of thb invaiion and its refult, fee the Anglo- 
Saxon Chronicle^ ad annum io66. 
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fufpiriis et precibus agentes infompnem familiarem 
fanfte crucis^ expecierat fubvencionem. In ipfa 
vero node aftititit in vifione fervo Domini Elfino^ 
abbati Ramefienfi fandhis et vigil propugnator 
fuorum rex Edwardus predeceflbr viri merentis et 
afflifti exponens . abbati regis utrumque et corporis 
fdlicet et cordis incommodum cogitaciones infuper 
illius in cubili fuo ei manifeftans . mittenfque eum 
et dicens ei. " Surgens vade et annunciabis regi 
veftro ex me quia et prefentis fui doloris medelam 
et imminentis belli me interveniente Deus ei con- 
ceflit vidtoriam. Sit ei cogitacionimi cordis fui 
revelatio confequende incontinenti divinitus fignum 
medicine fit et revelacionis infolite argumentum: 
capeflende viftorie prefagium indubitatum." Rex 
itaque ut paucis utamur divinis curatur beneficiis 
exhilaratur oraculis. Hoftes fidenter aggreiTus 
facile vincit • quia non . fuis fed illius viribus 
fupcravit . qui fanat contritos corde et alligat 
contritiones eorum . deiciens^ gladio diligentium fe 
hoftes fuorum. CoUigitur ergo racione non im- 
probabili fuadente . quia fandiffimo predeceffore 

^ H.M. ; cards, G. 
• 2 This Abbot Elfinus is the Alfwynus or Aylwynus of Dugdale, 
who places him from a.d. 1043- 1079. The Anglo-Saxon 
chronicle mentions him as ^Ifwine in a.d. 1046 or 1048. 
He occurs in feveral charters in Kemble's Codex as Alwinus 
(No. 809), -^Ifwinus (Nos. 853, 904,919), -^Ifwine (No. 853), 
-^Ifwin (No. 904), and iElfwyne (No. 904). The French 
metrical poem printed by Rev. Mr. Luard among the " Mailer 
of the Rolls Series " (No. 3), p. 143, fays : 

'< Une ab^s fu de Ramfeie, 
Ki Akxe ont nun, de feinte vie, 
£ 11 aparut feint Aedward," etc. 

' H.M. ; dejiciens, G. 
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fuo coimivente-^Deo quam nuudme^ difponeitte 
regnum fuerit ailecutus quod fknSd et patrocinio 
munitus et oraculo premonitus divino ^pulante 
fuifragio de hofle fuperbo tarn meruit triun^- 
aliter liberare. 

^ Thefe words repeated by error of the fcribe^ and after- 
wtrds thek firft introduction into the text fcored thnmgh with 
the pen. 
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De crucefanHa admirabilis quorumdam relacio . 
que Regi Haroldo feftinanti ad prelium . caput per- 
bibetur inclinajfe et alia quedamjatis de ipja cruce 
fiupenda certiffime approbated . . . xj. 

adhuc' non folum hiis racionibus 
rt: fignis defenla eft legittima fceptri- 
;ere poteftatis adepcio . et cjufdem 
/avorabiliSL execucio comprobatur. 
Novo cnim et feculis omnibus inaudito Sal- 
vatoris clemencia fuum dignata eft peculiarem 
fervum figno itcmm fublimius infignire quo unius 
fimul tarn privilegiati titulo miraculi et fuum 
erga dcvotum regem et favorem oftenderet et 
amorem . et illius contra probra infamancium 
pcrenniter defenfaret, honorem. Res ubique prope 
modum vulgata eft . oculifque ad hoc ufquc 
tempus fubjedla que accidit. Revertens fiquidem 
a cede hoffiium rex fortiffimus : et novis qui fupcr- 
vencrant feftinus occxurens inimicis . diledam fibi ^ «4b- 
eccleiiam nulla patitur feftinacionis inftancia pre- 
terire. Divertit igitur devotus, ad ipfam ingreditur, 
proftemitur • et liquefaftis intimis^ precordiorum 

* Sec MS. Harl. 3776, f, 54. "De eleccione et coronacione 
et de inclinacdone capitis Sande cnicis." 

* H^ intemisy M.G. 
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medullis : Crucem fanftam adorat . vota graciarum 

pro optento^ tropheo^ exaggerat pro optinendo fi 

placeat fumme majeftati : preces fuppliciter inge- 

minat. Oracione poftremo completa: imminetitis 

belli eventu cunAa moderantis arbitrio fideli 

devocione attencius delegato feipfum viftoriofiffimo 

iigno commendans cum receflurus jam demiiTo 

vertice et prono corpore cruci facrofanfte valefac- 

turus de more inclinaret fe: inclinavit pariter 

fe vultus ymaginis^ crucifixc. Terruit nimirumet 

cxhilaravit quofdam aftancium mirabile . et favor- 

abile opus Salvatoris. Quid enim favorabilius vel 

cogitari potuit quam ut rex feculorum immortalis 

invifibilis vifibiliter refalutare videretur regem 

mortalium miferorum falutantem fe . et fihi 

humiliter caput inclinanti caput iibi faxee ymaginis 

quam dignanter tam et potenter inclitiare? 

Quam nichilominus et terribile infirmitati humane 

fiiit tam infolita videre ut contra naturam faxiun 

fle6fceretur et quod fupra naturam eft Deus in 

fua ymagine homini inclinare cemeretur! De 

hoc vero quid dicemus quod ubi ars humana nee 

tenuem valuit divine ymaginis perforare palmam • 

ibi ymago ipfa flexifle vifa eft cervicem corpu- 

lentam? Sudat homo artifex et cruorem elicit: 

foramen vero in manu lapideum efficit.* Orat 

homo in brevi defiturus efle rex . et collum 

lapideum quod manu hominis et ft aliquatenus 

foraretur nullatenus tamen fledteretur . flediitur 

1 H.; obtcnti, M.; obftcnto, G. 
* H.M. ; tropeo, G. 

> H.M. ; imaginis, G. ; and fimilarly throughout in cafes of 
this word. ^ H.; [non]efficit^ M.G. 
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repente nee frangitur . inclinatur fed' a tocius inte- 
gritate fubjeAi corporis vel annex! capitis nee 
tenniffima rima mediante diflipatur. Nee' in 
iimplici tantum materia tale • et tantum efRilfit 
miraculum. Nam quod lapis interius latens hec 
et argentum exterius ambiens duplieato videlicet 
prodigio pertulit pariter et oftendit. Ipfanempe 
illius ymago de quo fcriptiun eft • Suxerunfi mel de 
petra oleutnque de Jaxo duriffimo . materia quidem 
petrina • immo et faxea eft . qualitate duriflima : 
circa humeros coUum et lacertos fpifta . et ut ita ^ xs- 
dieatur corpulenta. 

Hec revelacione divina in montis eujufdam 
vertice Tub terra fuit reperta . nee fciri haftenus 
potuit quomodo vel a quo feulpta fit vel ibidem 
repofita et occultata, Perdu<aa quoque eft celefti 
r^mine ad lo&um fepius nominatum . quo hec 
contigifle perhibentur bobus nimirum carrum cui 
impofita fuit ad transferendum earn per centum 
viginti eireiter miliaria^ illue diredte pergentibus 
nee aliorsiun a cepto itinere deelinari finentibus. 
Ibi laminis argenteis veftita . et patibulo eminenti 
annexa nee affixa fuit. Nee enim vel tantillum 
artifieii in fefe admifit humani . ut foramina quibus 
elavi de more induci valuifTent : in ea uUatenus 
homo faeere potuiflet. Nee enim iftud intemp- 
tatum^ fiiit . Verum palma dextere illius ferreo 
vix inftnmiento aliquantulum fuperfieie tenus 
terebrata moUiciem habuifTe inventa eft . unde 
emifit fanguinem • fed duriciem non amifit qua 

^ Deut. zxxii. 13. ^ H.M.; milliaiia, G. 

^ H.M. ; intentatum^ G. 
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repulit acutilBimam celtem vel^ tarincam. Preftitit 
hoc ymaginis^ fue dextere^ Domini dextcra . que 
ut pfalmifta^ . cecinit fecit virtutem . unde et 
materiali iiuic dextere que ibidem fubneiJtitur 
congrue adaptatur . ut ipia tot fignis infignita tot 
prodigiis fublimata . rebus pocius quam iermonibus 
dicere intelligatur . Dextera^ Domini exakavit me 
dextera Domini fecit virtutem. Hec vero omnia 
n\mc iccirco retulimus ut clarefceret audientibus 
multiplicitas Dominice virtutis . quam in tali fecit 
inclinacione fanAi capitis facrofanAe ymaginis . 
ut enim prefati fumus tarn in argentea quam in 
lapid^a effuUit materia Dominice*dignacionis pariter 
et virtutis opus hoc admirabile in oculis noflris 
quod juxta cornu altaris 1 ubi hoc geftum eft 
cotidie infpidmus,- Nee enim vel lapis crepuit 
vel lamina fciiTuram fenfit feu rugam contraxit . 
cum a parte colli racione inclinacionis tante folito 
amplius tenderetur . et e regione gutturis et 
faucium non minori proporcione plicari cerneretur. 
Ncc vero parva fuit primarie difpoficionis immu- 
tacio . ubi mentum ymaginis quod eminuifle olim 
accepimus . nunc ad pedhis uique demifTum ei 
velut infedifle expremiflautdiftum eft inclinacione 
videmus. 

^ H.M. ; ima^is, G. 

' H.M. ; deztra, G. ; and fo always in cafes of this word. 

» PfS., H. ; pnra, M. ; pfalmifta, G. 

^ Pfalm. czvii. i6. 
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Diver/orum^ diver/a interpretacio fuper predicts 
Jignis cruets Je inclinantis et quercus arefaSe : et f . xs h. 
quod Haroldus/eipfumjudicando judicium prevenerit 
divinum et non formidet humanum • . xii. 

lOC quoque tante pietatis opus quam 
dulce et propicium tunc prefentibus 
vifum eft omen portendifle tarn in- 
fauftum et crudele pofterorum non- 
nuUi pretendiffe dixerunt. Triumphato namque 
in brevi poft hec cum fuis rege eorum: fubjec- 
cionem Anglorum lamentabilemque depreflionem 
regni inclinacionem iftam prefignafle plurimi efti- 
mabant. Ceterum quibus rei gefte ordinem . et 
r^is devoti erga crucem precedens pariterque 
fubfequens meritum attendentibus . longe verifi- 
milior meritoque benignior in opere tarn divino 
occurrit interpretacio. Deus enim qui merita fup- 
plicum Temper excedit et vota • fupplices fuos 
fupra quam petunt et intelligunt: exaudire jugi- 
ter confuevit. Unde multociens^ quos clemencius 
exaudit ad falutem . durius exaudit ad voluntatem. 

^ This chapter onutted^ M., with the following note : 
** Hoc capitulum omiiimus ut longum et infulfum valde." 
* H. J multotie^ G. 



-- -O^zed-by VjOOQIC 



62 Vita Haroldi Regis. 

Nam ad voluntatem contra eorutn falutem : fuos 
exaudit folum inimicos. Nee eft necefle de qui- 
bufcutique eledis aut reprobis utriufque exaudi- 
cionis exempla memorando : fermonem in longum 
protrahere, Sufficit reproborum principem con- 
fiderare fandhun virum Job ad temptandum petifle • 
et femel et iteruni accepiiTe • ficque ad dampnacionis 
fue ciunulum exauditum eile. Satis fit e diverfo 
ipfum eleftorum omnium caput meminifle paffionis 
imminente aculeo calicis tranflacionem petife 'nee 
optinuifle fue tamen voluntatis nutum evidencius 
expreffifle fet patris beneplacito ipfam fubjeeifle 
immo et ipfam penitus abjeeifle.^ Non inquit 
mea voluntas fet tua fiat. Deus enim in tali 
voluntate proprio filio non pepcrcit pro omnibus 
nobis tradens ilium . ut cum de torrente in via 
bibiflet propterea exaltaret caput: quod in eruce 
quum bibiflet eontinuo inclinavit. Premifle tamen 
eonfummacionis diccio : hoftis humani generis 
, denuneiata deviccio fiiit. Qua denunciacione pro- 
mulgata caput inclinavit in pace dormiens . poft 
foUicitudinis bellice longas vigilias . et poft fan- 
guinei fudoris agonem . in pace in id ipfum fuavi- 
ter requiefcens. Hec vero increduli : in contrarium 
tts. converterunt. Quando vero triumphum de ini- 
micis confummavit . tunc fe regem viftorem livor 
devidhis vieifle eredebat. Ipfe autem quid egiflet 
non incertus, caput inviftum, et donee vineeret 
femper ereftum in fompnum tarn plene feeurus 
inclinavit. Patet jam quam peculiari figno fideli 
adoratori fiio viftoriam meliotem quam ceteri 
1 Immo . . • abjecifTe^ H. ; omitted, G. . 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



Vita Haroldi Regis. 63 

peterent aut intelligerent • caput inclinando rex 
regi fe oftenderit conceffiflef, Ne enim prevaleret 
erronea vidorum contra fui viftorem exiflimacio : 
et crederetur regnum amififle qui Judeorum rex 
dicebatur effe acceffit prefidis litteris indita opi- 
nionis temerarie improbacio . capiti jam inclinato : 
titulo fuppofito. Erat enim fcriptum in eo: 
Je/us^ Nazarenus rex Judeorum. Permanfit enim 
vere rex . cui plebs impia quia regnum invidit ut 
ejus caput inclinaret: et ipfum occidit. At ille 
pariter et caput inclinavit et fibi regni potenciam 
vendicavit quam fe plenius accepiffe convefcens, 
caput in tantum inclinatiun fuper omnes celos 
exaltavit. Nemo igitur exiftimet nomen regiiun 
feu regiam regi cui^ tale lignum preftitum eft a 
rege regum omnium . dignitatem deperiffe: vel 
quia fibi in fua ymagine inclinari dignatus eft, vel 
quia vifibiliter triumphare de hoftibus imminenti- 
bus ab eodem eidem permiflum non eft. Si vero 
et ad regnum cujus fibi temporalis adminiffa*acio 
divinitus coUata prius eft et pofterius ablata . pre- 
fagium tam infolite virtutis duxerit quis exten- 
dendum Anglice felicitatis deprcflionem necnon 
et libertatis tam laice quam ecclefiaftice non abnui- 
mus confignificari infiilanis extunc^ fatis expertam 
dejeftionem. Verumptamen ex hoc fervi fui pre- 
rogative crux fanfta prejudicari non patitur . quia 
et quiddam aliud id quod pro eo fpecialiter egit . 
univerfaliter fignare concedit. Ipfius nempe gemi- 
tibus pulfata et lacrimis • obfequiis infuper magni- 
fice honorata: pro gratis officiis votiva ei non 
1 John xix. 19. * Cui, H. ; omitted, G. • H. ; ex tunc, G, 
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autem invifa rependere . debuit vel pronunciare. 
Set neque traniitoria et caduca immo ftancia bona 
et etema piis preftat et promittit cultoribus eter- 
nus . et invariabilis Deus pro fuis laboribus vel 
pbfequiis. Annuit ergo dedit et conceffit rex regi 
quod peciit • et fi forte aliter et melius concedere 
icmt . et dare potuit utpote celeftis . terreno . 
permanens in etemum : ad etema tranfituro. Ab- 
1: 16 b. ftulit autem umbratile regnum cui verum ienravit 

et eternum ne foret illud tranfeunti ad iftud vel 
leve impedimentiun. Ne vero cogitaciones homi* 
num timide quorum et incerte funt providencie 
ob impendentis molem difcrimiius cc^tarent pium 
Dominum adverfus devotum famulum cogitaciones 
tantum cogitafle affliccionis . et non eciam pacis: 
immanitatem futuri fcandali prevenire decrevit im- 
meniitatem premiffi miraculi . utque tandem hiis^ 
finem imponamus talibus demencie fue indiciis . 
dominus dominancium et inftantis glorie . et ex-* 
tantis gratie fue^ manifeftacionem . preferre fervo 
fuo dignatus eft et conferre. Hiis denique beneficiis 
et in perfecudonis nubilo et in abjei^onis luto . 
margaritam fuo inferendam diademati illuftrem ex- 
hibuit et oftencHt . fumma poteftas . infinita pietas 
inacceffa iliblimitas . fapiende . demencie^ . et 
magnificende omnipotentis Dei Patris et Filii et 
Spiritus Sandti folius et unius regis ieculorum etemi. 
Quod vero de quercu opponunt alii viderint ipfi 
qui iilveftres . et feras et arbores colunt . qui ligna 
infenfibilia . et bruta animalia hominibus nature fue 
confortibus ad ymaginem Dei fastis et quod hiis 

1 H.; piis, G. ^ Indiciis . . . gritie fue. ' H. ; gritiae, G, 
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amplius eft Dei morte redemptis: preferre nee 
metuunt nee erubefcunt. Viderint ne forte jurare 
cogentis et fecuture illius pofteritatis pocius quam 
juramentum exhibentis prefignaverit aufpicia : 
arbor ipfa. Viderint et dijudicent utrum eis con- 
gruat per quos fandkitatis pariter et libertatis viror 
et vigor emarcuit et evanuit antique in Anglia 
ecclefie quod ubi regni fui primordia pulfare 
ceperunt lignum viride et frondofum fubito 
exaruit . decorem repente exuit^ . et confufibilem 
tenuit nuditatem. In hunc modum fecundum ea 
que accidifle dicuntur pro rege noftro beato 
Haroldo vel contra ipfum aliis fie aliis vero fie 
fencientibus, nos que parcium fuerunt tetigifle 
fiifficiat diffinitivum calculum lecStoris feu potius 
cunda fcientis Dei: examini concedentes. Quan- 
tum vero noflrarum intererat virium per hec que 
non fuperflue ut eftimamus commemorata funj: 
lapides fcandalorum de via tollere . et planum 
iter facere diftante ut confidimus ipfa rerum veri- 
tate^ conati fumus. Supereft jam ut redeunti et 
de via longiffima venienti ad nos regi noftro et 
patrono celeriter occurramus et repatrianti in Ah- 
glorum primum . deinde in Angelorum patriam 
devoto fidelis ftili minifterio pro viribus obfe- f. 17. 
quamur. Ipfe vero non modo humanum fet et 
divinum jam accufando et judicando fe . fie ftuduit 
judicium prevenire ut fit ei pro minimo ab hiis 
judicari . qui in partem utramlibet odio propen- 
fiores aut favore: juxta humanum diem judicant . 
crebrius erronie rarius vere. 

^ exuut, H. ; exuit, G. ^ jj, ; verum reritate, G. 
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^od multis in peregrinatione annis exaSlh ad 
Angliam ob exercitandam pacienciam et benignitatem 
Haroldus rediens Chriftianum fe vocitari fecerit 
decenniumque in rupe quadam expleverii^ Jolitarie 
vivens ; et in hujus temporis Antichriftos compen-- 
dioja inveccio xiij. 

TIS igitur in fancSto religioie pere- 

lacionis fudore quampluribus annis 

im converfacionis modum corpori 

I laboris diuturnitate etateque 

confefto de cetero cenfuit imponendum. Didi- 

cerat quidem innumeras fanftorum quos adierat 

virtutes ef vitas fandiffimas . decrevitque jam 

greflum figere . circuitionibus finem dare valefa- 

cere ex integro Marthe . cum Maria federe. 

Meditacionibus eorum que vifu vel auditu perce- 

perat ex didis bonorum et geftis animum fpiritu- 

aliter ruminando quo liberius faginare^ quatinus 

cum pfalmifta re et veritate cantare potuiflet . Sicufi 

adipe et pinguedine repleatur a\nimd\ m[ed] et 

la\biis\ ex[ultantibus] lauldat"] os meum.^ Gufla- 

verat ac tenuit et ipfe turn in fe turn et in dulci ac 

1 H.M. ; explevit, G. 2 jj.M. ; saginaret, G. . 

3 Pfalm Ixii. 6. -* H.M. ; maum, G. 
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fuavi juftorum fandtitate . quam dulcis et fuavis 
eft fanAorum Sandhis ; faftuque ducit optimum in 
feliquum vacare plenius . ut videat perfeccius . 
fciat ffelicius quia Dominus ipfe eft Deus. Verum 
ne corporalis vacacio ut eft femiliare incautis 
animo inferret feriato ignaviam aut torporem . in 
ilia potiflimum vacare terra et quiefccre preelegit 
ex cujus incolatu patiencie et benignitatis majus 
exercitium majufque argumentum: habiturum fe 
exhibiturumque previdit. Sciebat perfeccionis 
culmen cujus peftore jam dilatato gerebat amplitu- 
dinem . in eo quam maxime eminere quod filius 
unigenitus fummi patris fratribus adoptivis indicere 
dignatus eft et docere . Orate^ . inquiens . pro 
calumniantibus et perfequentibus vos . benefacite 
hits qui oderunt vos . ut Jttis filii patris vejiri qui 
in celis eft qui facit folem Juum oriri fuper bonos 
et malos . et pluit fuper juftos et injuftos. 
Afpirans igitur precordiali afFedhi ad vere hujus f. 17 h. 
perfeccionis meritum et premium ad quam pocius 
tendere vel in qua manere terra quam ad illam et 
in ilia debuiflet que tot fui perfecutores: quot 
illius pofleflbres . quot in ilia potentes tot fe 
odientes . tot ferme fe calumpniantes quot fibi vel 
de fe loquentes continet. Nee vero temere jam : 
tam forti fe credit certamini committit diferimini. 
Non enim ignorat interni fui robur inhabitatoris 
quem inhabitabat . et a quo inhabitabatur nee veta- 
batur^ cum apoftolo dicere: Atfi experimentum 
queritis ejus qui in me loquitur Chriftus ? 

1 Matt. V. 44, 45. 2 H.M. J verebatur, G. 

^ a Cor, xiii. 3. 
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Tanti hoipitis confciencia fisus Chriftianum fe 
yoluit nominari . ut ei unione jam fpiritus con- 
jundhis^ communione uniretur etiam vocabuli: quern 
fe inhabitantem in fe loqui: in fe noverat et operant 
in fe et pati. Nam et illud corde fibi . opere vero 
etiam nobis cum Paulo loquebatur : Omnia^poffum 
in eo qui me confortat. Non fie impii . non fie quos 
hoftis verfipellis hoftisdejiciens et dejedus . fie armat 
ut perimat fie roborat ut enervet. Docet enim vos 
ponere camem brachium veftrum ut recedat a Deo 
cor veftrum ut fitis ficut myrice florentes et fl^iles . 
habitetifque nunc in terra falfuginis que fuis 
fruAum cultoribus non producit poft in terra 
inhabitabili : que fuis incolis requiem non concedit. 
In hac enim terra : folum fempiternus horror inha- 
bitat, Quis enim habitabit cum igne devorante 
aut quis habitabit cum ardoribus fempiternis? 
Quibus tamen^ poftremis verbis propheticis abfque 
abufione abutimur . ignium non nefcientes diverfi- 
tatem . quorum ifte peccatores fine confumpcione 
confumit . ille peccata confumendo . peccatores 
juftificans illuminat pariter et accendit. Quid 
autem nobis eft de hiis qui foris funt loqui vel 
judicare . qui ecclefiam immo ecclefias exterius 
quidem rapiunt et diripiunt . fet intus nee intrant 
nee inhabitant vineam quidem Domini Saboth* . 
pro pofle fuo vindemiantes et fuccidentes . fet ab 
ejus cultore jam ipfi precifi . et nifi refipifcant . in 
ignem eternum in pundo mittendi ? Verum^ quia 

^ H.M.; cunjunftus, G. * Philip, iv. 13. 

8 RM.; tame, G. * H.j Sabaoth, M.G. 

» H.; Utrum, M.G. 
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Antichrifti fafti funt ifti ad^ noffrum pocius 
redeuntes Chriftianum hos fibi relinquamus et fuo 
igni. Nam et nunc tefte propheta ignis adverfarios 
devorat . et juxta vitis vere fentenciam: palmesf. is, 
poft mittendus^ in ignem jam ardet. Chriftianus 
vero nofter novus et vetus • novus : nomine vetus 
profeffione^ . Chrifto fe inhabitante fecurus jam 
mundi viftor et illius qui in mundo eft principis 
debellator novo marte nova preliandi arte fuos 
aggreditur vincere viftores. Contulerat ei fuus 
rex cui fpe recuperandi regni amifli jam diu mili- 
taverat . ignem caritatis . quo flatu Sanfti Spiritus 
cftuante . viftricium fibi armorum copiam tribula- 
cionum mallei fuper incudem pacienciefabricaverant. 
Hiis pro amiffo quidem regno fet celefti non 
terreno . certare didicerat inviftiflime fciens quia 
ficut nullo fine ita nee uUo hofte cum illud obtinu- 
iflet poflet amittere. Appulfus igitur demum in 
regnum quondam fiium periculofe quidem habitum 
fet fi-u(Stuofe amiflum . armis quibus erat munitus 
pro regno incomparabiliter meliore viriliter pug- 
naturus . caftrum ingreditur fuis copiis fatis aptum. 
In quadam namque rupe fecus Dovram fefe re- 
cipiens . coUegit primum fe in fe ; deinde con- 
feendens a fe fuper fe cernebat terram a longe 
cujus interdum regem quoque oculi fui videbant 
in (uo decore in qua* et cum quo etiam ipfe certa 
fpe prefiimebat regnare. Hie juxta decalogi 
fummam decennium in vite folitarie tyrocinio miles 
jam emeritus complens . vitalia legis divine pre- 

^ H. ; ifti? Ad, M.G. « H.; poftmittendus, M.G. 

^ H.M.J prcfcffione, G* * H.i quo, M.G. 
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* 
cepta divinius ipfe vivendo certabat pocius excedcre 
quam implere. Noverat enim id quidem virtutis . 
hoc effe fandtitatis . inchoacionis illud : iftud per- 
feccionis. Illud quoque neceflarium hoc cenfebat 
gloriofum. Hie denique confilium illic imperium 
attendebat . hominum pariter falutem et gloriam : 
zelantis et procurantis Dei. Non vero multum a 
loco ubi regnum terrenum pene moriendo pridem 
ipfe amiferat. Hie locus aberat ubi vitam fie 
inftituendo degebat . regnoque celorum vim 
faciendo illud rapiebat: Hie ergo paciencia hie et 
clemencia viri vires fuas exercebant et pcrdchant . 
ubi et preteritus fuus fuorumque lapfus . prefenfque 
hoflium faftus . memorie neenon . et afpedui fuo 
quo frequencius ingerebatur . eo benignius ad 
retril^uenda retribuentibus fibi non mala fet pie 
interceflionis ampla benefieia ineitabatur. 
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^odinconfinio Wallenfium foftmodum Haroldus f. isb. 
pluribus in locis tempore multo degens pacienter 
eorum frequencius tulerit ajfultus . faciem velans 
panno et notnen nomine alio ne aliquatenus agnojce- 
retur . et quod tandem ad ejus venerationem converfa 
eji immanitas perjecutorum . , . xiiij, 

ECOLENS vero quia ct Ualenfibus 
licet ob juftam ut tunc temporis 
videbatur gentis fue defenfionem 
extitiflet quandoque infeftus . cupit 
jam Chriftianus perferre cum Paulo . quod 
egerat quondam Haroldus cum Saulo. Pertendit 
igitur Cancie valefaciens ufque in partes Wallie 
multoque ibi diverfis in locis moratus tempore: 
manebat cum illis et orabat prt> illis quem illi non 
fe jam oppugnantem . fed pro fe pugnantem inde- 
finenter impugnabant gratis. Acceflurus vero ut 
premiflum eft in terram fibi ante cognitam ne 
quavis occafione a quolibet agnitus . virtutis 
meritum precio vanitatis dum laus oblata jure in 
eo laudanda profequitur venditaret faciem fuam et 
nomen proprium omnibus abfcondebat . proceflurus 
in publicum : velamen panniculi jugiter vultui 
pretendebat. Nomen requifitus: Chriftianum fe 
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dici aiebat. Qui enim nominis appellacione uni- 
vedis cicatricum vero fuarum infpeccione quibufdam 
innotuerat: yultum fimul^ et vocabulum occultabat. 
Timebat namque ne forte his indiciis proderetur. 
Metuebat fiquidem ne vel a fuis fi qui forte 
fuperefle potuiflent vel ab alienis quoque fi 
agnofceretur ? plaufibus exciperetur feu priftine 
dignitatis et moderne humilitatis intuitu . feu etiam 
domeftice neceflitudinis aut familiaritatis obtentu. 
Nee enim timendum erat ne talem etatem feu con- 
verfacionem agens talem: ab hoftibus fi proderetur 
hoftiliter tra<ftaretur . et durius quam fe ipfe con- 
ftruxerat^ : per ipfos ardaretur. Non erat incertum 
tamen quia fi eorum notitie exponeretur moleftius 
utique quam eculeis^ et carceribus laudibus ipforum 
et preconiis premeretur. Quis enim tam humilem 
et mitem • tam benignum et leuem* tam mundi 
rebus inanem . mundique amatoribus fponte de- 
fpicabilcm videns . prefertim fi quantc olim 
excellencie quanteque affluencie nee non et 
potencie fuiflet minime lateret . quicquid poflet 
venerationis et honoris non ei devotifTime ex- 
hiberet ? De ejus namque parfimonia et paciencia 
illud in eo mirabile commendatur quod non tam 
ad injurias pacienciam quam benificenciam repen- 
debat et cariosum jam corpusculum refocillabat 
pocius qyam reficiebat tenuifl[imis alimentis. De 
quo et hoc a quodam religiofo admodum Chrifti 
fervo accepimus . quia fi quando vel exilem pifci- 

1 H.M.; fimal, G. 2 H.M. ; conftrixerat, G. 

3 H.M.; aculcis, G. * H. ; lenem, M.G. 
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culum edebat . nunquam infumpto^ uno latere 
latus reliquum attingebat . aut regirabat . fed vel 
miniftro vel egeno fi affiiiflet : intadhim porrigebat. 
Ejus nimirum vir fanftus intencione rigidiflima 
complexus exemplum cujus fibi nominis vendicarat 
participium : maluit temporaliter cum Chrifto • et 
pro Chrifto jam a Chrifto didhis Chriffianus 
defpici et affligi: quam mundi fevoribus et 
oblecftamentis demulceri . unde et ifeipfum fevicie 
Wallenfium ultro duxerat exponendum ponens fibi 
ante mentis qculos pafchalem Agnum qui fponte 
feipfum optulit^ impiis facerdptibus pro nobis 
imiyiolandum. ^ 

Sicut enim^ Chriftus ambulavit Chriffianus 
cupiens ambulare Agnum quem forte . fequi non 
poterat per illibatam carnis mundiciam fequi 
feftinabat quocumque iret tum per mundi cordis 
puritatem . tum per afflidi corporis paflionem. 
Paciendi namque fervens amore quafi parum 
reputans quicquid ipfe fibi carnifex afperitatis 
intuliflet corpori et inedie efFere gentis libenter 
adivit contubernium . a qua etfi quominus crucifi- 
gendum variis tamen modis fe noverat affligendum. 
Nee fecus quam fperabat et optabat: ab infidis 
ferinifque homunculis pertulit . verberibus namque 
feviflimis a latrunculis eorum fepius vehementer 
attritus quibus etiam poflent dampnis^ afficiebatur. 

1 H.M. ; confumpto, G. ^ jj.M. ; obtulit, G. 

* The ufe of the ancient diacritical mark of abbreviation for 
this word (.n.) goes far to fhew that the fcribe of this MS. was 
here copying from an original document, quite as old, in point of 
date, as the adlual fads which it propofes to narrate. 

* H.M. ; damnis, G. 
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Fraudabant eum viatico . vefte fpolibant utque 
peccunias^ quas non habebat exhiberet nimiis et 
exquifitis cum cruciatibus et injuriis contorquebant . 
iaciebant talia homines beftiales . quibus apte fatis 
congruit quod de Longobardis fanftus Gregorius 
ait ; " Quorum," inquid,^ " funt zinzungie* pene 
et gratie fpate/* Perferebat vero homo Dei 
univerfa mente placita* . hylari vultu . ore dulci- 
loquo . manu munifica ; nee quievit pietas hujuf- 
cemodi cum impietate conflidus . quoufque illius 
malimi in hujus bono deviftum . verecundiam 
vifte imprimeret . viftrici gratiam cumularet et 
gloriam. Pafcebat etenim ac potabat ut vox 
f. 19 b. monet apoftolica inimicos . mulcebat predones 
beneficiis . mitigabat tortores : miraculo inaudite 
lenitatis. Congerebat perinde de camino multe 
caritatis carbones ignis fuper capita eorum . unde 
mol[l]ita eorum duricia medullitusdemumliquefafta 
colere cepit • et honorare quem folebat illudere et 
flagellare. Infiftit manus obfequiis . que feviebat 
plagis. Ingeminat laudes aflueta lingua contu- 
meliis. Virtus enim inexperte bonitatis more 
aromatum quo durius traftabatur forcius redolebat . 
laciufque diflfiifa : multis per girum odor vite in 

1 H.M. ; pecunias^ G. * H.M. ; inquit, G. 

® H.M.; fuzugiae, G. The reference is to S. Gregorii 
^ Magni Epiftolarum, lib. i. xxxi. (Migne, vol. Ixxvii., fol. 484.) 
"quia ficut peccata mea increbantur, non Romanorum, fed 
Langobardorum epifcopus fadus fum, quorum fynthiciae fpathae 
funt, et gratia poena." The annotator writes, " Syntbiciie funt 
pa6la, conventiones, a Graeco cm&n^n. Spatba, gladius ; unde 
fpathariuss . . . Senfus igitur eft; Langobardorum pafta, con- 
tractus, id eft, jura omnia quae apud Romanos conftant ex 
paAis et contraftibus, verfantur in vi ct fcrro.'* 

* H.M. ; placida, G, 
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vitam fiebat. Pellebat namque et fugabat fpirameh 
diabolicum nebulofi furoris : a precordiis brutorum 
licet hominum illapfa feniibus eorum fragrancia 
fuavis fande illius opinionis. Putares jam 
plerofque ex hiis: illud ei de canticis afFedtibus pocius 
quam vocibus concrepare . In^ odore unguentorum 
tuorum currimus anime fiquidem noftre dilexerunt te. 

^ ** Oleum affafum nomen tuum ; ideo adolefcentulae di- 
lexerunt te. Trahe me : poft tc curremus in odorem unguen- 
torum tuorum/' — Cant. Cantt., i i, z* 
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duod vir Domini Haroldus fugit obfequios quos 
adierat et diu Juftinuerat perfequentes et quod voce 
de celo lap/a deftgnatus fit ei locus paujacionis Jue . 
et quodjemiplenis verborum indiciis .fcifcitantibus 
innuerit Je fuijfe Haroldum et quod fcripto JucceJ- 
[oris Jui plenius oftendetur inferius : hujus rei cer- 
titudo ....... XV. 

T vir Domini humilitatis profonde cultor 

amator quietis cuftos follicitus utriuC- 

que . ne alterutrius boni faltem exi- 

guum admitteret detrimentum : quos 

perfecuturos cenfuerat expetendos . inclinatos jam 

ad obfequia decernit fugiendos. Cedebat in eo 

jam corporei roboris virtus laboribus quidem cedere 

nefcia . fed annis infraifta. Crederes olim roborari 

pocius quam infirmari genua ejus a jejunio . dunes 

et pedes meando agilitatem fumere fatigacionem 

vix fentire. At jam decrepito experiri erat : quia 

" Omnia 1 fert etas." 

Fuia igitur fupplici oracione ad Dominum: 
locum previderi divinitus fibique jamjam de- 
ficient! jam pre fuc folius fuaviffime defiderio 

1 Stat. Tbeb.y iii. 562. 
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yifionis precordiali fpiritu languienti folita poftulat 
benignitate concedi: in quo vite reliquum 
fuh filentio optate quietis tranfigeret . et felici 
demum exceflu terminaret. Senciens autem per 
fpiritum benignum Dominum pauperis fui pium 
exaudifle defiderium imponi fe fecit vili • ju- f. 90. 
mento . folitoque contentus miniftro . iter quo 
ilium Dominus deftinare dignaretur aggreditur • 
pedibus iccirco fubvedhis alienis : quia virtus jam 
aberat fuis. Recedens igitur fcienter nefcius . et 
fapienter indodus dudhi comitatus angelico . Cef- 
trenfem demum pervenit ad urbem . Ubi mox 
die inclinato ad vefperam . mediam ingreflus 
civitatem: cum manfionis locum miniftrum in- 
quirere precepiflet : vox repente hujufcemodi auri- 
bus eorum illabitur . "Vade/' inquid,^ "virbone 
ad ecclefiam fancSti Johannis paratam ibi accipies 
maniionem." Attonitus ad audita minifter oculo 
undique circumfpeftans curiofo . edite vocis in- 
quirit prolatorem : fed non comparuit. Nimirum 
angelum Domini bonum qui itinera fua fecum 
comitatus bene femper difpofuiflet ilium fecifle^ 
qui de parata fibi manfione . hec denunciaflet viro 
Dei non fiiit incertum. Ipfe vero more fuo panno 
ante oculos pendente . et totam pene faciem 
operiente . afpedhim fibi velaverat ne videlicet 
occurrentibus ob notabilem cicatricum fuarum ob- 
duccionem ftupori' eflet . vel fi agnofceretur eciam 
veneracioni . vel ne ad mentis abdita . fenfibus un- 
decunque occurrenti pateret aditus vanitati. De- 
fignant mox digito qui circumftabant ecclefiam 
I H.M.; inquit, G. « H.M.; fui/Te, G. 
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celeffi oraculo fibi defignatam : accedit . et gratu- 
lahter accipitur . hofpes celitus deftinatus, Mi- 
graverat fane ab hac luce de recenti venerabilis 
anachorita ejufdem loci cafulam fuam divinitus 
provifo cedens fandtiffimo fucceflbri. Sufcepit vero 
■ letabunda et gaudens . licet quifiiam effet . cercius 
non agnofcens regem fuum filia Syon ecclefia vide- 
licet memorata fedentem ignobile quidem fubjugale . 
fanftum tamen et fibi venientem in omnibus falu- 
tarem. Ibidem quoque manens a vifitantibus fe . 
et que edificacionis erant ab eo reportantibus . fre- 
quenter requifitus an bello ubi rex Haroldus occu- 
buifle ferebatur interfiiiflet : refpondebat . " Interfiii 
plane." Sufpicantibus vero nonnuUis ne forte ipfe 
eflet Haroldus : et curiofius quoat^ licuit inde fcifci- 
tantibus aliquociens^ ita de fe loquebatur . "Quando 
apud Haflingas dimicatum efl : nullus Haroldo me 
carior habebatur." Hujufmodi ut ita dicatur femi- 
taob. verbiis ancipitem de fe nulli opinionem firmabat 
pocius in fuis conjefturis quam in veritatis certi- 
tudine^ confirmabat. Quemadmodum vero rei 
hujus evidencia univerfis demum palam innotuerit 
non noftri fed viri venerabilis quem in ejufdem 
anachorefeos inhabitacione habuit fiicceflbrem . 
verbis inferius exprimetur. 

^ H.M. ; ^uoad, G. ^ H.M. ; aliquoties, G. 

• H. ; certitudinem, M.G. 
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Monetur leSlor nejpernat leccionem quamfentit 
a nonnullorum opinionibus dijcrepart • et de triplici 
occafione contraria exiftimancium Juper materia pre- 
fenti et de Willelmi Meldunenfis circa Haroldifata 
errore triformi xvj. 

Interim vero leaon noftro humiliter 
fuggerendum exiftimo ne ifta uteque^ 
a noftra^ pravitate digefta ducat 
fpernenda . quia aliter atque aliter 
plerofqu€ forfan meminit de hac ipfa . et dixifle et 
fcripfifle materia. Manifeftum enim eft quia non 
folum plebei relatores immo et illuftriffimi rethores^ 
non modo diverfa fed penitus contraria fenferunt . 
et fcripferunt fuper hiis que fafta feu fata Haroldi 
contingunt. Convincitur autem turn evident! 
racione turn et audoritate non pofle efle verum 
altrinfecus: quod diflbnat. Hoc ipfa quidem 
veritate didlante: fanftus dixit leronymus.^ In 
fentenciarum vero quas hie ventilamus racione 
triplex poterit a bene confiderantibus afTignari con- 
trarietatis feu quod eciam inficiari nullus debet 
falfitatis occafio. ^ In primis equidem perfpicuum 

\ H.M. ; utique, G. 2 H.M. ; nofta parvitate, G. 

' H.M. ; rhetores, G. * H.M. ; Hieronymus, G. 
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eft quia in multis rei Veritas univerfos pene diucius 
latuit. Hinc odium perfonc , feu fevor benevolis : 
commentandi bona malevolis: fimiliter mala de 
incertis configendi : liberam videbatur ceflifle 
facultatem. Hiis fac^ndiffimus aftipulatur in 
cronicis fuis Meldunenfis Willelmus^ promittitque 
fe medium inter obtredlancium . necnon et com- 
mendancium partes inceflurum. Crediderim pro- 
culdubio ipfum pro viribus veris inflitifle nee 
juftis preconiis . nee vituperiis . debitis negociorum 
merita ultro defraudafle. Verum quia audita non 
eciam vifa fcribebat hyftoriarum lege audoris 
Veritas tuta eft ubi Veritas quoque ipfa geftorum : 
naufragatur. Alias: nee ipfi beatiffimi Evange- 
liorum fcriptores periculum falfitatis efFugerant. 
Sic Salvatoris pater dicitur Jofeph . fie difcipulorum 
quidam fratres ejus peculiarius ceteris nominantur . 
non quod verus fed quod putativus eos pater filios 
habuerit non quidem naturales fed pocius adopti vos, 
'• *'• Secutus igitur opinionem et vero minus afluetus et 
ifte quod vero jam patet fiiifle oppofitum : hiftorie 
fue quamlibet veritati pro viribus innixe agnofeitur 
indidifle. Ceterum in aliis que de meritis Haroldi 
vel moribus prout animus tulit aut fama fuggeffit 
aureo nunc vero piceo commentatus eft ftilo 
venalius forte exorbitaverit a tramite veri in ipfum 
vero Chriftum Domini trunculencius deliquit. Tres 
enim lanceas in ipfum violentus intorfit \ quibus 
non tam illius perfonam quam ipfam contigit 

^ The hiftorian William of Malmcfbury. The pafTagcs alluded 
to are in his Gejfa Regum^ ed. Hardy, Englilh Hiftorical 
Society, 2 vols., 8vo, pp. 339, I'^yi^y 408-420. 
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impeti veritatem. Dixit eum iftu fagitte: capite 
vulnerato oppetifle^ . dixit militem qui regi mortuo 
femur inciderat ducis cenfura viftoris: ab exercitu 
pulfum.2 Retulit a matre funus regium oblata 
pecunia a triumphatore Willelmo poftuJatum . fed 
receptum abfque pecunia: apud Waltham tumu- 
latum.^ Sic in femur . fie in caput fie in omne 
hominis corpus lingua lieencius debachatur^ ora- 
toris elaneulo feriptitantis . quam militis armata 
manus in propatulo dimieantis. Varum tam a 
fagitta oris iftorum quam et a framea manus ilIor,um 
liberavit Dominus pauperem et inopem quem et 
rethoribus^ et regibus multis probavit in pluribus 
pociorem.^ Non quidem de omnibus dico dabit 
Dominus fimpliciter gradienti intelligere que feribo . 
fentire que fencio^ Temperancius vero fcripfit hujus 

^ "jadlu fagittae violato ccrebro procubuit." (W. Malm., 
Gefta Regum, p. 416} ; *'aminus lethali arundine idlus mortem 
implevit " {ibid,) 

^ ** Jacentis femur unus mill turn gladio profcidit ; unde a 
Willelmo ignominiae notatus, quod rem ignavam et pudendam 
fecilTet, militia pulfus eft " {ibid,) 

* "Corpus Haroldi matri repetenti fine pretio miiit, licet 
ilia multum per legatos obtuliflct : acceptum itaque apud 
Waltham fepelivit, quam ipfe eccleiiam, ex proprio conftrudlam 
in honor e fan6le Cnicis, canonicis impleverat." (W. Malm., 
Gefta Reguffiy p. 420.) To which- Hardy adds in a note : 
** There feems to have been a fabulous ftory current during 
the twelfth century that Harold efcaped from the battle of 
Haftings. Giraldus Cambrenfis aflerts that it was believed 
Harold had fled from the battlefield, pierced with many 
wounds, and with the lofs of his left eye, and that he ended his 
days pioufly at Chefter. Both Knighton and Brompton quote 
this ftory. W. Pi6lavieniis fays that William refufed the body 
to his mother, who offered its weight in gold for it, ordering it 
to be buried on the fea coaft. 

* H.M. ; debacchatur, G. ^ H.M. ; rhetoribus, G. 

* pocior 5, H. ; pocior eft, M. ; potiorem effc, G. 
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ipiius fcriptoris contemporaneus venerabilis ad- 
modum abbas Edelredus^ fuper hec \p. vita fandi 
predeceflbris ejus regis Eadwardi.^ Dicit quidem 
aut occubuifTe Haroldum in prelio aut penitencie 
refervatum : non fine vulneribus evafiflfe. 

* H.M.; Ethclrcdus, G. This refers to Ailred, Abbot of 
Rievaulxy whofe work '< De Vita et Miniculis Edwardi Con- 
feiToris '* is printed by Twyfden in the Decern Serif teres, cols, 
369-414. The fpecial chapter " De Viftoria Reg^s Haroldi per 
beati Regis merita " is given in cols. 404, 405. 

s H.M.; Edwardi, G. 
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^id accidit Walthammenfihus circa patronijui 
fepulturam piefoUicitisfed mulieris cujujdam error e 
delujis •' xvij. 

I ON mediocriter tamen id domini 
WiUelmi aut attenuat in tali errore 
ofFenfam : quod apud Waltham geftum 
longe lateque percrebuit. Revera 
enim ipfos quoque peculiares ae domefticos regis 
Walthamenfes canonicos infandus hie rumor pre- 
occupaverat. In bello fiquidem Haftingenfi regem 
occubuiffe ora pene omnium loquebantur. Debite 
igitur patrono fuo liberaliflimo devocionis clerici 
non inmiemorcs fepedidi • quandam (agacis animi ^' •'• b. 
feminam nomine Editham in partes illas ubi 
dimicatum fiierat quantocius miferunt quatinus vel 
extindi membra domini fui ad fe deferret in fua re- 
verentiflime bafilica fepelienda. Videbatur enim^ 
ad hoc attemptandum^ . quo imbccillior et in- 
fevorabilior hie fexus qui et ipfis cruentis liftoribus 
minimum fufpe(5his . plurimum >ero miferendus 
cenferetur. Hec autem pre ceteris femina com- 

^ H.M. ; enim aption G. * H.M. ; attentandum, G. 
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modius videbatur ad hoc deftinanda^ que inter 

milia^ mortuorum illius quern inquirebat eo quoque 

facilius decerneret eoque benivolencius tradlaret 

exuvias . quo eum arftius amaverat et plenius 

noverat utpote^ quam thalami ipfius fecretis liberius 

interfuiffe conflaret. Ad locum vero fedis infaufte 

cum accederet : percepit a multis id nimirum 

jaftabunde diffeminantibus circumquaque Nor- 

mannis regem Anglorum ignominiofe vidum cruce 

femifrafto fuper faciem campi cum interfedis jacere 

peremptum. 

Viderit leftor quid verius probet. Alii etenim 

eos qui feminecem fuftulerant regem . hunc quoque 

rumorem fparfifle exiftimabant in populo . fuo 

pariter et illius periculo in hoc profpicientes . 

quibus indubitato foret exicio . fi ilium vivere: 

hoftis audiret. Inter hec mulieris errorem non 

mirandum . que defedi . cruentati . jam denigrati . 

jam fetentis corporis fpeciem minus difcernere 

valens : pro eftimacione publica truncatum cadaver 

cum aliud non inveniret quod cercius agnofceret 

regis proprium : rapuit et fecum attulit alienum. 

Quod a canonicis reverenter exceptum : indifcufla 

rei veritate honefte^ in ecclefia Sande Crucis fepul- 

ture eft traditum. ' 

1 H.M. ; deftituanda, G. « H.M. ; millia, G. 

3 H.M. ; utque, G. 
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Quid frater Haroldi Gurta nomine abbati 
Waltero vel aliis refponderit Juper fratris Jut 
requijitus cineribus vel Jepultura . . xviij. 

IN diebus vero regis Henrici fecundi 
vifus eft tarn ab ipfo rege quam a 
magnatibus terre . et populo Gurta 
frater Haroldi quern in libro fub 
jam di<5his hyftoriographus tempore adventus 
Normannorum aliquid plus puero etatis habuifle 
refert prudentia vero animi . et probitate nil diftare 
a viro. Erat autem jam tunc grandevus valde . 
et iicut ea tempeftate a multis accepimus qui eum 
viderant venuftus afpedu . facie decorus . proceri- 
tate corporis admodum longus. Hunc vidit etiam f. 22. 
pie recordacionis canonicorum regularium apud 
Waltham abbas primus . dompnus^ Walterus^ . a 

^ H.M. ; dominus, G. 

2 Waltham, according to Dugdale, Mon. AngL^ yi. 57, con- 
tinued to be a college for about 1 1 5 years, according to Harold's 
foundation, from 1062 to ii 77, when Henry I., determined to 
inftitute Regular Canons in room of Seculars, "quia clerici 
feculares, qui ibidem hue ufque manferant, mundanis operibus 
et illecebris illicitis magis quam divino fervitio intendebant.** 
Guido or Wido Ruffus the Dean, being fufpended, refigned 
in 1 1 74, and in 1 1 77 on the eve of Pcntecoft, Walter de Gaunt, 
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quo una cum fratribus fibi adherentibus in curia 
regis apud Wodeftocam^ diligenter fcifcitari ftuduit 
utrum revera cineres germani fui in fuo ut crede- 
batur monafterio fervarentur. Quibus^ ille anglice 
refpondit • "Rufticum** ait "quemlibct habere 
poteftis. Haroldum non habetis," Ad locum tamen 
per feipfum venit crucem fandtam adoraturus . 
Oftenfoque fibi farcofago^ fratris ut dicebatur: 
oblique illud intuitus " non " ait " homo fcit " . fie 
enim jurabat " non hie jacet Haroldus." Vivat in 
longum et vigeat in Chrifto dominus Michael 
canonicus probate religionis . camerarius ecclefie 
Walthamenfis qui multis aflantibus quorum non- 
nuUi adhuc fuperfiint hec ab hore^ viri fe audivifl!e 
conftanter afleverat, Hiis autem pro legencium 
commonicione ne perturbet eos varietas incerta 
fcriptorum breviter nee inuliliter ut confidimus 
prelibatis . jam ut promiflimus^ viri fiiperius 
memorati verba ponenda funt quibus manifefte 
docetur . qualiter fervi fiii noticiam Chrifti benig- 
nitas plurimis evidentiflime patefaceret indiciis. 



a canon of Ofeney^ was conftituted iirft abbot. He died on the 
eve of Afcenfion Day, I20i, The mention of his name here 
in the text feems to indicate that his deceafe was recent, and 
helps to point the MS. to the date which I have affigned to it. 

^ Woodftock, near Oxford. 

^ On the margin of the MS. a monogram of the word Nota^ 
to draw the attention of the reader. 

» H.M. ; farbofago, G. * H. ; ore, M.G. 

* H.M. ; promiffimus, G. 
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Qjuod viri dei Juccejfor de geftis Haroldi hea- 
tiffimi vera Jcrihens caufas geftorum minus congrue 
bis affignaverit et prime affignacionis di/cujjio et 
competens prolatis fentenciarum diver/arum teftimo^ 
niis e^ufdem improbacio . • . . xix. 

quibus fideliflimi relatoris id quoque 
verbis perpendendum eft quia ficut 
res geftas luculenter digeffit et vere 
ita geftorum caufas minus ut pie- 
rifque videri poteft convenienter et provide quod 
pace tanti viri didmn fit exprimere curavit. Ubi 
illud tercium adverti poteft quod contrarietatis 
occafionem inter fcriptores diximus peperifle. 
Qualitas fcilicet mentis feu intelligencia fingula 
queque referencium qui pro fui afFeccione animi . 
viri fandi^ afiedum propofitumque in hiis que 
geflit mecientes : quid quare fecerit nifi funt affig- 
natis racionibus intimare. Quorum fenfa fcriben- 
cium credulitas incaucius exprimendo fafta ple- 
rumque infignia . interpretacione non vera fufcavit. 
Quod non femel fed fecundo bono huic viro in fue 

1 H. ; fanaiflimi, M.G. 
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narracionis ferie illis videtur accidifle . qui rationi 
perfpicue nee non aliorum opinioni amplius inni- 
tentes eorum videlicet qui fervo domini familiarius 
f aa bj adheferant ipfius quodam modo intimam mentis 
ymaginem cordibus fuis alcius impreflere. Que 
vero ilia fint quibus minus adquiefcit ipfius ut 
creditur tenor veritatis opere precium eft breviter 
difcutere . quo fimplicioribus pro pofle auditoribus 
vim difcrecionis aperientes . omnem dubietatis 
caliginem de medio auferamus. Dicit igitur 
memoratus vir de fanfto tunc peregrinante ita. 
Poftmodum quia natalis foli Temper dulcis efle 
folet inhabitacio: ad Angliam cujus antea rex 
extiterat concito properavit. Cum autem fapi- 
entum diffinicione tritum fit: quia infirmus eft 
adhuc cui patria fua dulcis eft . fortis vero jam . 
cum omne folum patria eft . perfe<5his quoque cui 
omne folum exilium eft . cui non pateat abfurde 
dici virum ut ipfe dicit feneftute aridum . diutur- 
nitate itineris utique religiofi confradum . natalis 
foli ut repatriaret dulcedine attradum? Dicente 
infuper Domino ad Abraham: Ingredere'^ de tera^ 
tua . itemque in pfalmo . Oblivifcere^ populum 
tuum et domum patris tui. Quem etate minorem 
animi firmitate . et fanftitate meriti . inferiorem 
pariter et imbecilliorem . tenere non potuit terre 
fue . populi fui . domufque paterne dulcedo aut 
memoria duceret jam vel attraheret in omnibus 

^ H.M. ; Egrederc, G. Gen. xii. i . 

2 H. ; terra, M.G. The MS. originally had the word 
dexter a written in error, the x being now erafed. 
* Pfalm. xliv. li. 
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hiis qut) provecciorem eo proculdubio et perfec- 
ciorem. Aut hanc omiflam olim dulcedinem corde 
ruminanti nori continuo illud evangelicum auribus 
interioris hominis forcius inthonaret:^ Nemo^ 
mittens manum Juam ad aratrum . et re/piciens 
retro aptus eft regno Dei? Nee vero perpendit 
fcriptor pius quale tunc fuerit illud ejus natale 
folum qualiter immutatum quam fibi fuifque 
infeftum quam omni jam fui refpeftu . et fi 
moUioribus adhuc duceretur afFedibus . efle poflet 
eciam grave fibi ad videndum. 

^ H.M. ; intonaret, G. * Luc. ix. 62. 
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Secunde affignacionis infirmacio et fcripforis ad 
leHorem deprecacio et de difficultate materiam 
refarciendi a pri/cis Jcriptoribus varie lacera- 
tam . . • XX. 

I EC fatis validiore^ paulo inferius ra- 
cione fulcitur ubi caufam allegat 
qua Ceftriam aditurus deferuit Salo- 
peflyram. Refert eum ne tribulacio 
exterior interioris hominis quietem a modera- 
minis fui flatu deiceret locum ilium deferuifle in 
quo . ficut idem perhibet vehementer . et fepiffime 
a Wallenfibus dampnis^ et verberibus affliftus . 
feptennio^ quietus in fe: et Domino humiliter 
f. 33. gracias agens : vifus eft permanfifle. Que profefto 
fentencia alia nichilominus^ adhibita confideracione 
deprehenditur effe invaKda excepta illorum quoque 
tradicione qui eum fines Wallenfium ob hanc 
ipfam racionem inhabitafle affirmant: quatinus 
pateretur ab illis quos graviffima olim populacione 
attriverat quamlibet jufta ut putabatur de caufa: 

^ validi ore, H. ; validiore, M.G. * H.M. ; damnis, G. 

• H. ; fcptennio, M.G. * H.M. ; nihilominus, G. 
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quicquid eum perpeti cunfta fuaviter difponentis 
Dei Clemens difpenfacio permififlet. Si enim de- 
clinande infeftacionis illius obtentu fedem mutare 
decreviflet: feciflet hoc utique cicius nee tociens 
dampnis^ et verberibus: affligi expeftaflet. Nee 
enim infcius erat in oris eorum in quorum olim 
medio . triennali ut fertur expedicione hyemando • 
nimio ipforum periculo intus et in cute ut dicitur 
eos noverat. Fuit hec quando adhuc comes tanta 
eos virtute perdomuit • peneque delevit ..quanta 
omnium fequencium ufque in prefens regum vires 
nequivere. 

Tanti enim roboris fuiffe perhibetur cum fuerit 
audacia fingularis: ut ficut legimus in bello quoque 
Normannorum nullus ad eum armatorum accef- 
ferit hoftium quin flatim primo idu equum et 
equitem deiceret lethaliter fauciatos.^ Quam adeo 
mirabilem . jam mutaverat fortitudinem fperans 
in domino . pennis aflumptis volans • et nufquam 
in volatu deficiens. Hoc autem folum volatili 
tam forti jam erat formidini ne favoris fcilicet 
mundani vifco fuarum aliquatenus pennarum virtus 
infirmaretur fieretque infirmus et non tam volucrum 
quas pafcit Deus quam illorum hominum fimilis 
quos pafcit ventus^: fi fibi feptem Sampfonis crines 
adulacionis novacula raderentur. Id folum ergo 
fugit quod folum formidavit non fane Wallenfis 
telum fed peccatoris oleum. Sciebat Wallenfes: 
ignotos habere fufpicacioni . in religione probatos 

^ H.M. ; toties damnis, G. 

^ On the margin of the MS. a monogram of the word Nota. 

* Cf. Milton, Lycidasy ^But fwoln with wind," etc. 
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veneracioni . ideoque illorum afpernari contu- 
bernia . iftorum admirari. Vir autem domini 
hinc quidem juftus et fortis . illic prudens et tem- 
perans: afpemantes fortiter expeciit . ut quod 
meruifle fe timuit malum jufte pateretur . ad- 
mirantes prudenter deferuit . ne temperate medio- 
critatis bono privaretur. Meminit quia olivam 
pulchram^ uberem^ frudiferam .a facie vocis 
f. 23b. grandis: fubito juxta prophetam combuffit ignis: 
quamobrem voluit ambulare cum magnis . neque 
in mirabilibus fuper fe. Quos ergo diu fuftinuerat 
fupra dorfum fuum fabricantes : peccatores fubter- 
fugit . caput fibi impugnare feftinantes. 

Set jam finem fermo flagitat . liber claudendus 
eft ut que de Haroldo innotefcere neceffe eft: 
illorum qui hec plenius agnoveruiit ftilus evolvat. 
Benivolum^ vero ledorem in fui cake libellus ifte 
finali claufula femper habeat exoratum . quatinus 
fui auftoris exceflus piis precibus dignetur expiare 
fecumque fandi Regis Haroldi opitulante inter- 
ceflione ad portum falutis eterne ipfum pariter 
optineat^ pervenire . Multiloquio etiam in pre- 
fenti opufculo fcriptoris eo clemencius indulgeat 
veniam quod^ difficilius fuifle confpicit propofitum^ 
materiam tot prius veterum ftudiis audorum dif- 
ciflam multipliciter et dilaceratam refarcire quodam 
modo et innovare ac vetuftam . ut ita dicatur 
ci[m]bam7 et conquafTatam inter famofos hyftori- 

^ H.M. ; pulcram, G. ' H.M. ; uberem, ubcrcm, G. 

• H.M. ; Bcncvolum, G. * H.M. ; obdneat, G. 

* H.M. ; quo, G. • H.Mj propofitam, G* 

^ cibu, altered to ciba, H. ; cibum, M. ; cymbam, G. . 
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arum fcopulos in adverfum eciam undique nitentibus 
tanquam ventis . obtredancium Unguis et litteris . 
ad deftinatam perduxifTe ftacionem. Sit autem 
Deo adjutori noftro omnis honor et gloria . qui 
trinus et unus folus imperat benedidhis laudabilis 
gloriofus et fuperexaltatus in fecula. Amen. 
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Narratio inclusi qui sancto successit 
Haroldo de transitu ipsius sanctissimi 
regis et de miraculis per eum patratis 
postquam mioravit ad dominum premissa 
relacione compendiosa de hiis que gessit 
ac pertulit ex quo terrenum amisit im- 

PERIUM. 

CRIPTUM eft quoniam tribulacio^ 

facitnciam operatur paciencia: pro- 

bacionem . probacio vtro : Jpem. Ad 

probacionem pactencie . et fande 

fpei confirmacionem • permittit quandoque Deus 

fuos tribulari in prefenti ut liberet a tribulacione 

perhenni . unde et vinim venerabilem Haroldum 

regem quondam Anglorum permifit in tempore 

tribulari . et ab hoftibus fuperari et a regno fuo eici^ . 

ne de viftoria prius habita fuperbiret . et in 

regnum elevatus profperitatis occafione amorem 

divinum poftponeret . fet in paupertate pofitus 

fanftius et beacius viveret dum a terrenis occupa- 

cionibus animimi omnino liberum haberet. Igitur 

1 I Rom. y. 3, 4. * H.M. ^ cjici, G. 
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poft regni fui amiffionem et plagarum fuarum 
quas a Normannis pertulerat curacionem . tanquam 
peregrinus ad loca fanda per terras multas tunc^ '- ^ 
arripuit . et diu in tali peregrinacione propter 
Deum laboravit. Poftmodum vero feneAute 
aridus . et diuturnitate itineris confraftus fatigato 
corpori alterius modi religionem indicere ftuduit. 
Set quia natalis foli femper dulcis efle folet in- 
habitacio : ad Angliam cujus ante rex extitit con- 
cito properavit . ut ibi pauper et vilis : et habitu 
humilis: refiduum vite fue percurreret: ubi 
quondam rex dives et fublimis • in veftibus amidhis 
preciofis . floruerat . et tanto apud Deum ejus 
crefceret meritum . quanto benigniorem gereret 
animum quod cotidie^ poflet adverfarios fuos 
intueri . et in regno quod amiferat profperari et 
fecundum preceptum Domini pro eis* Deum 
fideliter deprecari. Poftquam natalis foli fines 
attigit eremitice vite folitudinem elegit et ibi in 
pluribus locis converfatus ab omnibus incognitus 
ufque quo cunftis terrenis extremum valefaceret 
fideliter Deo miniftravit. Non autem animi 
levitate fadla eft ab eo locorum mutacio . fet quer6- 
bat ubi quiecius ferviret Deo. Habuit autem idem 
vir nobilis miniftrum quondam Moyfen nomine . 
qui michi qui hec fcribo inclufo in eodem loco 
apud Ceftriam ubi dominus Haroldus heremita 
et amicus Dei obiit: per biennium miniftravit. 
Eodem vero Moyfe . et viris fidelibus referentibus 

^ H. ; iter, M.G. This paflage clearly fhows that G. copied 
M., and did not collate his text upon the MS. itfelf, 
* H.M. ; quotidie, G. 
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ea que fecuntur multa tamen pretermittens bre- 
viter et fideliter narrabo. Pervenit autem tandem 
vir Domini ad Salopeflyra^ fcilicet ad territorium 
quod Cefwrthin^ nominatur . et ibi per feptennium 
eodem Moyfe illi miniftrante heremiticam] vitam 
ducens valde inquietabatur a latronibus Wallenfibus . 
et dampnis et verberibus vehementer et fepiffime 
affligebatur. Que omnia pacienter fulHnuit . in 
omnibus gracias Deo humiliter exhibuit. Set tamen 
poftmodum ne tribulacio exterior interioris hominis 
quietem^ a moderaminis fui ftatu deiceret :^ locum 

1 H.; Salopefryra[m], M.; Salopeflyram, G. 

* H. ; Cefwrthm, M.G. Michel makes no attempt to feek 
for this place ; Giles contents himfclf with faying, " The 
iituation of this place has not been identified." There can, 
however, be no doubt that " Cefwrthin " is identical with 
C be/war dinCy a parifh in the hundred of North Bradford, in 
the northern divifion of the county of Salop, four miles fouth- 
eaft of Market Drayton. The church is dedicated to St. 
Swithin. According to Eyton, Antiquities of Sbropjhire, x. 28, 
etc., Domefday Book enters the manor of Cifeworde-and- 
Ceppecanole, now Chipnall, in |he Staffordfhire hundred of 
Pireholle, held immediately of the king by Robert de Stafford. 
The celebrated Countefs Godiva held it at the time of 
Harold's hermitage there. The name has been varioufly 
fpelled Chefewurda, Chefworda, Chefwordyn, Chefworth, 
Chefew'rthin, Chefeword, and fo forth. It paffed into pofFeffion 
of the great family of Le Strange, but Eyton was unaware of 
the mention of the place in this MS. John Le Strange 

panted the advowfon of the church to Haughmond Abbey. 
There does not appear to be extant any documentary evidence 
fhowing the exaft time when the manor paffed out of the 
county of Stafford and was accounted to be in Shropfhire, but 
from the text of this paffage it is clear that this had already 
taken place before the writing of the MS. Eyton fhows inci- 
dentally that it muft have been at fome period between 1 1 89 
and 1255 ; at the latter date it enters as a parcel of Bradford 
hundred in the roll of that hundred. 

* quietem, omitted, M.G. * H.M. ; dejiceret, G. 
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ilium deferuit . et predifto miniftro ejus fubfe- 
quente • Ceftriam profeftus eft. Ibique in capella 
fandti Jacobi que fita eft fuper fluvium De appella- 
tum: extra muros civitatis in cimeterio^ fan(5ti 
Johannis Baptifte per feptennium: fcilicet ufque 
ad mortem . heremitice vivens religiosiflime con- 
verfabatur. Utebatur autem ad nudum tamdiu 
lorica : quoufque tota putrefieret . et omnino con- 
fumpta videretur. Scifluras vero ejus . et poi;tiun- u^h. 
culas diflbluta§ miniftro fuo Moyfi imperavit ut in 
fluvium de fecreto proiceret^ . ne ipfum ea fuifle 
ufum alicui hominum pateret. Caftiffimus quidem 
fuit corpore . et continens corde humilis et prudens. 
Cujus condicionis eflet femper occultabat ne forte 
in nimia ab hominibus veneracione haberetur . 
unde animus elatus a redlitudinis tramite laberetur . 
et apud Deum humilitatis ipfius meritum minue- 
retur, Raro quidem capella exiit fed oracioni 
aftidue intendit periiciens quod dominus ait. 
Qjuia oportefi Jemper orare et non deficere. Ante 
oculos fuos femper pannum pendentem habuit y qui 
totam fere feciem velabat ita quod longiufcule 
iturus ducftoris manu indigebat. Quare autem hoc 
fecerit , minifter ejus ignorabat . fed forte hoc 
agebat ne vultus defedli cicatricum appareret 
obduccio . vel ne ad cor ejus pateret aditus fecu- 
laribus vanitatibus dum oculis liber concederetur 
egrelTus vel ne ab aliquibus qui eum prius viderant 
veraciter agnofceretur et ab hominibus venera- 
retur. 

^ H.M.; caemcterio, G. * H.M.; projiceret, G. 

• Luc. xviii; I. 

H 
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De exitu extremo Haroldi. 

PPROPINQUANTE autem die exitus 
venerabilis^ viri Haroldi perventum 
eft ad hoc quod extreme neceflitatis 
urgente articulo vir fandhis viatici 
falutaris indigeret folacio . Unde accedens facerdos . 
quern ego bene novi Andreas nomine . de ecclefia 
fandti Johannis . infirmum vifitabat et illi quiquid^ 
mos exigit Chriftianus devote exhibebat. Extre- 
mam vero ipfius audiens confeffionem eum interro- 
gavit cujus condicionis vir fuerit. Cui ille . " Si 
michi dixeris in verbo Domini quod me vivente 
quod tibi dixero nuUi propalabis^ fatisfaciam rationi 
tue interrogationis." Cui facerdos. " In periculo 
anime mee dico tibi quod quicquid mihi dixeris 
omnibus erit incognitum . ufque quo extremum 
efflaveris halitum." Tum ille . " Verum eft quod 
rex fui quondam Anglie Haroldus nomine . nunc 
autem pauper et jacens in cinere . et ut celarem 
nomen meum appellari me feci nomine Chris- 
tianum." 

* H.M. ; veiierabiliis, G. ^ H.; quicquid, M.G. 

• H.G. ; propal^tis, M. 
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Non diu poft hec emifit fpiritum : et jam omnium 
hoftiimi fuorum viftor migravit ad dominum, 
Sacerdos vero ftatim omnibus nunciavit . quod ei 
idr Dei in extrema confeffione intimavit et ipfum 
efle certiffime re ... .^ 

^ Here the MS. ends abruptly at the foot of the page — 
re[gem Haroldum] . . . M« 
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Prologue to the Life of the Venerable 
Hero Harold, formerly King of the 
English, ^ 

as the Holy Scriptures com- 
nd the builders of the ark of the 
tenant under the difpenfation of 
*,*ofes, and of the temple of the 
Lord under that of Solomon, fo alfo do they deem 
thofe men worthy of praife who have faithfully 
laboured with earneft devotion to offer or prepare 
things which are neceflary for the building. Ac- 
cording to Nehemiah, thofe whd derided the 
builders are overthrown with a terrible impreca- 
tion; the rebuilders of Jerufalem, having been 
rewarded with hereditary titles by Ezra, fandtified 
an everlafting remembrance of their name and their 
work to their pofterity. Such a confideration, I 
truly confefs, vehemently ftimulated my infigni- 
ficance, although it is of flender value and of 
tottering ftrength, to contribute fome kind of 
affiftance to the holy work in which ye toil, 
reverend fathers. There is added to this ftimula- 
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tion, moreover, as the turn runs already beyond 
meafure, on the one fide a brotherly requeft with 
friendly perfuafion, on the other fide an amdous 
admonifhing with a paternal contunand. I feel, 
indeed, that it is a work full of labour, yet I 
truft it is replenifhed with its own reward, and 
that it is the performing of your wifties and the 
outcome of our own cagemefs. But the pains 
of a little fpace of time are rightly to be under- 
gone and accepted, with the height of our ftrength, 
when in return we are rewarded, not by the 
applaufe of a frail and fleeting age, but rather by 
that of a praife and glory which will endure in 
that place where an eternal honour and fplendour 
is obtained. Neverthelefs, although to have looked 
for the reward of tranfitory praife for one's labour 
on one's work, is to have loft one's trouble and 
-one's taik, in the fame way to accept the attradtion 
of a favour, not indeed fought for, although freely 
heftowed, is to have deprived one's felf of the 
reward of internal felf-confcioufnefs and of the 
praife of the eternal Judge. For we muft bear in 
mind how applicable to fuch a pofition is that 
declaration couched in thefe words : Amen, I fay 
unto you, they have received their reward. 

Your fatherly authority, then, orders, and yoixr 
brotherly love begs, me to take every watchful 
care, with afliftance gathered together on all fides, 
to promote a remarkable work which, begun 
indeed excellently, and worthily carried on, ye do 
urgently prefs forward to a praifeworthy termina- 
tion, left by chance any ftore of things needful 
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for the completion of this undertaking fhould be 
wanting to the dutiful tafk. For ye do truly 
defire that a work of remarkable charafter fuch 
as this is, caft in the form of a fingle book, and 
compiled from various records written by our 
fathers, and ftudioufly worked out to the praife, 
and concerning the praife, of the glorious and 
God-bearing Crofs, with the memorable deeds 
of your founder (whofe memory we do cheer- 
fully blefs), fhould be rendered famous, and that 
a tafk dedicated in this way fhould be completed 
with fuch a cheer, fo to fpcak. The defire of 
your holinefs is praifeworthy, without doubt, 
becaufe it is the refult of your devotion, and 
becaufe it has a good end in view. For it is, 
indeed, a mark of no undue devotion of yours, 
that you earnefUy defire, by the medium of a 
literary compofition, to hand down faithfully to a 
poflerity which is about to be born, the great 
deeds of fo great a hero. For, of a truth, ye are 
held bound, by jufl fuch a right, to illuflrate by 
due praife of his virtues, the merits of your own 
proper patron and everlafling benefaftor, as on 
the other hand ye might fo be, not unduly, 
accufed of the crime of ingratitude, if you, his 
guardians and his nurflings, were by your filence 
to rob poflerity of any knowledge of the efpecially 
deferving notices of his praife. It cannot be denied 
that it is the duty of that excellent prudence of 
yours, to decree that the praifes of one who was a 
mofl devout worfhipper of the Holy Crofs, mufl 
be founded. For, indeed, whatever commenda- 
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tion is deferved by the merits and virtues of its 
fervant, really belongs altogether to the glory of 
that Holy Crofs. 

And in all this, who does not know how eager 
my moderate abilities are, in no idle fpirit to fet 
to work at profecuting fo good a book with a 
liberal fpirit, willingly employing whatever my 
ftrength can propofe — yea, rather whatever God's 
grace can endow me with ? If I eat the bread of 
idlenefs, which belongs to you, or rather to 
Harold — yea, much rather to the Holy Crofs of 
you both — the more I behold your ferene faces 
looking at me, fb much the more ought I properly 
to dread a feverer condemnation at your hands, 
if — ^which God forbid — it fhould chance that I be 
found, I will not fay ungrateful, but carelefe, after 
being endowed with fo many benefits, freely and 
gracioufly beftowed as they indeed are. I will, 
therefore, comply to the utmoft of my ability 
with your wifhes. I will fliow the greateft poffible 
gratitude for your kindnefs, provided that you on 
your part keep to your agreement with me. That 
is, that you diligently fqrutinize the contents of 
my writings, and having examined them, then and 
then only approve or correft them ; rejefting the 
unpolifhed and badly exprefled diftion, but re- 
ferring, if you think right, the idea, to be ex- 
prefled as it fhould be, in a more elegant flyle. 
For under God's guidance, the holy band of 
which you are members, is not lacking in highly 
educated fucceflbrs of Bezeleel, Aholiab, or Hyram, 
men who knew v/cll how to employ, in fuitable 
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places and fitting ufes, the raw material ofFered 
up by a fimple-minded congregation as gifts 
to the Lord. They knew, too, how with the 
hand of a mafter, and in accordance with the 
circumftances of the occafion, to polifh each fepa- 
rate article as deftly as poffible, to prune off the 
fuperfluous, to arrange the things wanting in 
order, to adorn the things that were fhapelefs. 
But all that my want of Ikill can venture to 
undertake, is to hew out from the mountain-fide, 
and place upon rafts, a quarry in fome fmall 
degree prepared for a fabric, and to pilot it down 
the ftream to more convenient fites, and I (hall 
•feel that I have done this when I have handed 
down, in obedience to your injunctions, a feries of 
notices which are calculated to benefit the fimple 
who will take the trouble to ftudy them, gathered 
together from ancient books, from current writings, 
from true accounts of the faithful, be they who 
they may, and gleaned fo as to form the principal 
points of interefl: in this work. So may the gentle 
and placid breeze of your prayers waft into the 
harbour of a favourable fliore the fragile bark of 
my compofition, rigged as it is with the banner 
of the Crofs for its fail, and the prayers of its 
faithfulnefs for its figurehead. Amen. 

End of the Prologue. 
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Here begin the Chapters. 

I. What a mirror of cheerfulnefs and gentlenefs 
fhines forth in the ads of King Harold. How 
he was the brother of the Queen, whom the holy 
Edward married. How his father Godwin, efcap- 
ing the fnare of King Canute, received the latter's 
fitter to wife ; and how Harold fignally triumphed 
over the vices of thofe who brought him up. 

II. How Wales was nearly deftroyed by Harold; 
and how he recovered from paralyfis by the virtue 
of the Holy Crofs of Waltham. 

III. How Harold built, enriched, adorned, and 
regulated the Church of the Holy Crofs at 
Waltham ; and how Henry, King of the Englifh, 
abolifhed the fecular canons, and diftinguifhed the 
place by the appointment of regular canons. 

IV. How it was divinely ordained that this 
man fhould be raifed to the pofition of King, and, 
after having defeated his enemies, fhould in his 
turn be conquered by other enemies and depofed 
from his kingdom ; and concerning a very pious 
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anchorite, who had been a fervant of Harold after 
he became a hermit himfelf. 

V. How a certain Saracen woman found him 
half dead amongft his aflailants, brought him to 
Winchefter, and healed him as he lay there con- 
cealed for two years ; and how he fought out the 
Saxons and Danes to colled allies againft the 
Normans, but was unfuccefsful. 

VI. How at length, coming to himfelf, he per- 
ceived that God was oppofing him in his worldly 
path ; wherefore, conforming himfelf to the Crofs 
of Chrift that he might the better triumph over 
the old enemy, he rejoices that he has fufFered 
defeat at the hands of men, 

VIL How he entered on a long pilgrimage to 
obtain the prayers of holy men ; and how, before 
he became a King, he vifited the refting-places of 
the holy Apoftles. 

yill. The admiration of the writer, with a 
brief exclamation on the goodnefs of God, by 
which it happens that the fins even of the eledt 
work in them for good. 

IX. How many things are faid by many people 
about Harold's fin ; and concerning the oak hard 
by Rouen, under which he made the oath, which 
remains, though ftript of its bark, to this day. 

X. The excufe fome make for Harold, whereby, 
exonerating him from perjury, they afltrt that it 
was with the fanftion of God and confent of the 
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holy Edward that he became King ; and concern- 
ing the vifion of the Abbot Elfinus, in which the 
holy Edward declared that Harold fhould be 
conqueror over the Norwegians. 

XI. A wondetfiil account concerning a Holy 
Crofs which is alleged to have bowed its head 
to Harold as he was haftening to battle, and 
certain other very aftounding miracles concerning 
this Crofs, proved to be undoubtedly true. 

XII. Different interpretations of different men 
concerning the above-mentioned figns of the bow- 
ing Crofs and the withered oak ; and how Harold, 
by judging himfelf favourably, anticipated the 
divine judgment and fe^rs not man's. 

XIII. How, after many years fpent abroad, 
Harold, returning to England for the purpofe of 
exercifing his patience and meeknefs, caufcd him- 
felf to be called Christian,' and lived ten years in 
certain rock in folitude; with a fhort inveftive 
againft the Antichrifts of that time. 

XIV. How Harold afterwards fpent a long 
time in various places on the borders of the 
Welfh, bore their repeated aflaults in patience, 
hiding his face with a cloth, and changing his 
name for another left he fhould by fome means be 
recognised ; how at length the cruelty of his 
perfecutors was changed into veneration for him. 

XV. How Harold, the man of God, avoided 
the obfequious who pcrfccuted him, whom he had 
approached, and long borne with ; and how a place 
of reft was appointed for him by a voice that fell 
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from heaven ; and how he hinted in ambiguous 
words to thofe who afked him that he was Harold ; 
and how the truth of the matter will be fliown 
more fully in the account given by his fucceflbr. 

XVI. The reader is advifed not to defpife the 
reading which he feels differs from the opinions of 
fpme ; and concerning the three occafions of thofe 
who think differently about this prefent fubjeft ; 
and concerning the threefold miftake of William 
of Malmefbury on the fate of Harold. 

XVII. What happened to the people of Wal- 
tham in their holy anxiety concerning the burial 
of their patron ; and how they were mifled by a 
woman's miftake. 

XVIII. How a brother of Harold, Gurth by 
name, replied to Walter the Abbot, or others, 
when afked concerning the afhes or the burial of 
his brother. 

XIX. How the fuccefTor of the man of. God, 
writing a true account of the deeds of the moft 
blefTed Harold, has on two occafions affigned in- 
appropriate reafons for his aftions; with a dif^ 
cuffion on the firft reafon, and a full difproval of 
the fame by the production of the evidence of 
various opinions. 

XX. The weaknefs of the fecond reafon affigned, 
and the writer's warning to the reader; and on 
the difficulty of patching up materials torn in- 
difcriminately by ancient writers. 

Here end the Chapters. 
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Here begins the Life of Harold, Servant 
OF God, formerly King of the English. 

CHAP. I. — JVhat a mirror of cheerfulnefs and 
gentlenefs fliines forth in the a£ls of King Harold. 
How he was the brother of the Queen^ whom the 
holy Edward married. How his father Godwin^ 
efcafing the Jnare of King Canute^ received the 
latter* s fifter to wife ; and how Harold ftgnally 
triumphed over the vices of thofe who brought him 
up. 

review the adions of the moft 

illuftrious and rightfully appointed 

King Harold, at this time duly and 

lawfully crowned, Is nothing elfe than 

to difplay to pious minds a moft brilliant refleftion 

of a divine ferenity and meeknefs. And that this 

may the more clearly appear we will take care to 

fhow forth to our readers clearly and briefly the 

beginning, progrefs, and ending of his warfare 

with the world and with Chrift. We fhall, indeed, 

have fpoken truth when we called him a king 

moft illuftrious and lawfully crowned, for by ruling 
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himfelf aright and by fubmittihg himfelf humbly 
to Him, to ferve whom is to be a king, he obtained 
firft a crown of juftice, and afterwards a crown of 
eternal glory^ Godwin, a moft powerful E^l, begat 
him from a fitter of Canute, King of the Englifh 
and the Danes, which Harold was brother indeed of 
the revered Queen whom the King and moft holy 
confeflbr Edward had Saarried. And although 
fhe had been united in an aufpicious marriage with 
him, yet fhort of confummation, and though both 
of them, forfooth, preferred their flower of per- 
petual maidenhood, fhe was yet a caufe of much 
preferment to her father's family. It is plain, 
however, that her father, or fome of the other 
members of her family, had been heavily branded 
with the mark of treafon and other crimes. 

Godwin, indeed, firft entangled himfelf in thefc 
mifdeeds, from the neceflity of averting an inuni- 
nent deftruftion, but afterwards he wanders farther 
in deceit. Compelled to ufe deceit under pretence 
of enfuring his own fafety, while once he yields to 
his wifhes, he afterwards committed fraud more 
finely when he faw his profperity declining. For 
when the above-mentioned King of I^enmark had 
ufiirped the diadem of England, and he faw that 
Godwin, a man endued with incredible cuntiing, 
and no lefs audacity, was gradually rifing to a high 
pofition, he himfelf, a foreigner, began to fear the 
bold fpirit of this young native, armed as it was 
with power and craft. And although he had 
found his induftry very ufeful to him on many 
occafions, yet conceiving in his mind fomething of 
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the fpirit of Saul, he determined to ruin by 
trickery this moft ftrenuous defpoiler and 
champion, fince it was not eafy to cruih him 
openly except by fpiteful malice. Having thought 
out, therefore, a plan, he fends Godwin into Den- 
mark, as if on important bufinefs concerning both 
kingdoms, haying in his heart fome fuch thought 
as this : " Let not my hand be upon him, but the . 
hand of the Danes." Now as he was failing along 
in mid-ocean, in a vefFel fitted with the moft lavilh 
appointments, a fufpicion began to agitate the 
mind of the youth. For he was bearer of letters 
fealed with the King's fignet, one for each of the 
chief men of that country, the contents of which 
he was quite ignorant. Breaking, therefore, care- 
fully one of the feals, he learnt from the brief en- 
clofure that he would be ihortly given over to the 
punifhment of death, when he arrived in port, if 
he were to difcharge any further his duty as letter- 
carrier. For the tenour of the writing was that 
whoever fliould firft learn the contents of the 
letter, was immediately to ftrike oflF the head of 
its bearer, Godwin by name. 

This new Uriah grew pale when he found that 
his deftruftion was being compafled by the King, 
and prepares (to make a long ftbry fhort) to 
efcape the trick by another trick. This is what he 
did : he broke open and took out each letter from 
its feal, and fubftituted a frefh letter written by 
the clever hand of a clerk, the fubftance of which 
was that Godwin was to be received with great 
and univerfal rejoicings ; to receive in marriage the 
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King's fifter, and that they all were to yield him 
obedience in what concerned the King's bufinefs, 
as they would the King himfelf if he were prefent. 
Thus the King's command was changed to the 
King's advantage. Thus the foldier changes his 
foldier's pay ; thus an undeferved punifhment is 
unaccomplifhed, and a glory that is deferved 
accrues to him who earned it ; thus at length the 
King receives as a brother him whom he had 
hitherto found but a ufeful foldier, and making 
him foon after a ftate officer, found in him for the 
future an.ever-watchful and prudent minifter. 

Though Godwin was received with much fevour 
by the Danes by this occurrence, yet he came to 
be on ill terms with many of his own family ; and 
fome members alfo of the royal family he deftroyed 
by treachery, of whom one was the brother of the 
holy Edward: and thus not only againft his 
fellow-countrymen, but alfo againft his natural 
lords he committed not a few offences. But on 
this matter let him who wifhes to know feek 
elfewhere. As far as pertains to the fubjedt in 
hand, it is enough that we have juft briefly touched 
on fuch things, left we ftiould feem to have pafled 
over, without confideration, thofe other matters 
which we knbw that people, who underftand little 
about them, have perverted to the difcredit of 
Harold, the fervant of God, for wife men fee 
aright that thefe things pertain in the higheft 
degree to his renown. For he who, by divine 
favour, has overcome a vice which, as they would 
have it, nature has inflifted, and which focial 
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habits have formed, has certainly gained a greater 
viftory in that he has overcome and got rid of the 
(elf-fame vice in which he was born and reared ; 
for though Harold even, it is aflerted, feems to 
have given way to vice in his youth, he was con- 
fidered to have fufiered violence by his nature and 
rearing. It is plain, then, that, by the help of Him 
who from the fame lump of clay makes one veflel 
to honour and another to diflionour, this circum- 
ftance, which had been caft up againft him to his 
difcredit by ignorant men, was turned by Harold 
to his virtue's benefit, and to the advancement of 
his honour. Thus a thorn brings forth bright 
red rofcs,. and produces, fo to fpeak, fnow-white 
lilies, from whofe natural funftions the meaner 
property of the thotn fubtrafts not, but rather 
adds to it, from the combination, an increafe of 
beauty. 
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CHAP. 11.'— How Wales was nearly deftroyed 
by Harold; and bow be recovered from paralyjis 
by tbe virtue of tbe Holy Crofs of Waltbam. 

UT how Harold excelled in ftrength 

of body, and how famous he became 

for ftirewdnefs of mind and vigour 

in arms, was proved by the way he 

fubdued Wales — aye, and nearly deftroyed it to 

extermination. Thefe viftories gave him a con- 

fpicuous pofition even during the lifetime of the 

holy Edward ; and through them he acquired, by 

his bravery, a peace and tranquillity moft fervice- 

able to the King and the whole kingdom. 

Meanwhile, though he feemed to be greater than 
his contemporaries in uprightnefs and power, and 
even feemed to outfhine the higheft princes of 
the kingdom, the hand of the Almighty, which 
ftrikes as well as heals, afflided his fleih with a 
grievous ftroke, in order that he might obtain by 
his prefent and future wounds a remedy for his 
foul. Phyiicians call paralyiis that fpecies of difeafe 
by which a man's body, when affefted by it, 
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forgets its proper funftions, and deprives him of 
his accuftomed duties, for it fuddenly renders the 
part which it has attacked, or the whole of the 
body, fenfelefs, torpid, and, as it were, dead. 
* Harold, fuddenly attacked and proftrated by this 

j afflidtion, becomes an occafion of an extraordinary 

forrow, for all people grieved for him, efpecially 
the King ; for the latter, as if by fome prefenti- 
ment of future things, loved Harold, and held 
him dear beyond all others, though it is faid that 
he looked on fome members of that family with a 
certain degree of fufpicion and hatred. And it 
was not the nearnefs of kinfhip, pleafant tjiough it 
was, nor that excellence of honour and Angular 
induftry with whidi he was endowed, but fimply 
a divine infpiration which, it is thought, produced 
in this moft pious King's mind fuch a predileftion 
and favour towards Harold. It tends, indeed, to 
Harold's honour at this period, that a man, full 
of God, and not ignorant on many occafions of 
the divine purpofe, fhould love him, and love him 
the more intenfely that hq forefaw that Harold 
fhould be an everlafting co-heir with him in 
heaven, rather than his temporary fucceflbr on 
earth. Therefore the King's own fpecial phyficians, 
befides others felefted from all quarters by entreaty 
or payment, gather round the fick man, and try 
everything that art or conjefture can fuggeft, but 
the power of man cannot put afide the hand of the 
Almighty. 

The fad news reached the ears of the King of 
the Alemanni, who was both near akin to the 
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King and clofely united to him in affedtion and 
friendfhip. At his Court there dwelt a certain 
phyfician named Ailard, a man moft trufted by 
reafon of his double praftice in the art, as well 
great fldll as experience, but, what is of greater 
value, the grace of God fhowed him much favour 
in efiefting the cure of the fick. Him therefore 
the Emperor refolved to fend with all fpeed to his 
dear friend the King, that he might apply his 
cure to the vigorous young man. On being led 
to the fick man Ailard carefully examined the 
nature of the illnefs, and devoted every attention 
to him ; but every labour is of no avail when a 
heavenly worker operates in oppofition to the art 
of man. 

At that time a ftone figure of our crucified 
King had recently been revealed and difcovered 
by the heavenly direftion, which, having been 
brought by God's defire to Waltham, was famous 
in that place for its miraculous virtues. The 
phyfician therefore, after confideration, perceiving 
that the Author of Nature was afting in oppofition 
to the powers of Nature's art, and that the whole 
fyfl:em of the lower nature was being thoroughly 
deadened by the counterafting influences of Him 
who created nature, forthwith concluded that the 
man was being afflifted by a flroke of His power, 
from whofe hand there is none who can deliver. 
And foon, as became a truftworthy and prudent 
man, he did not delay, as he was unable to cure 
him by his hand, to procure a remedy by his 
mouth. For, unlike deceitful and lying doftors. 
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lie was willing that the help which he already felt 
could not be given by him fhould be obtained 
from other fources. He did not, however, leave 
the fick man in defpair, but diredling him from a 
hope that was vain to a hope that was well 
founded, he perfuaded him to put hb hope in 
Him who is the ialvation of them who truft 
faithfully in Him. And that he nught the 
quicker deferve to tafte the joys of a much- 
defired health, he exhorts him for his profit to 
attend to the offices of the Crofs which giveth 
falvation, and to vow a vow to it, as his inward 
devotion might diftate to him. 

The fick man liftened to the plan for his re- 
covery in a fenfible fpirit, and fends 'with all hafte 
to the place where the miraculous Crofs difplayed its 
mighty gifts. He prays with great earneftnefs that 
the guardians of the place, whofe peculiar duty it 
was to minifler at the health-giving fymbol, would 
deign to obtain for him by their hearty prayers 
pardon for his fins and alleviation of his fufilerings ; 
in a word, health for both the inner and outer man. 
Nor was the mercy of the Saviour long wanting 
to him who aflced for health ^th a faith unfeigned, 
for fbon the pain and weaknefs of his body grew 
lefs ; but as he became ftronger his love and devotion 
for the obfervances of the Holy Crofs wonderfully 
increafed. And thus reftored in a fhort time to 
perfeft health, he proved by ads of magnificence 
how indebted and devoted he was to the medicine 
by which he had regained his health. For coming 
to the Holy Crofs of Waltham, he paid the vows 
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he had made for his health, offered coftly prefents, 
gave rich gifts to the ^attendants, commending 
himfelf to the guardianftiip of that glorious Crofs, 
and intending to endow it with ftill more exalted 
honour. Rejoiced, he at length departed from 
the place in body, but not in fpirit, and prefented 
himfelf fafe and found to the King, and to the 
Queen his fifter. The Queen congratulates her 
brother : the King rejoices with his foldier : the 
whole Court is glad with a joyous exultation^ 
not becaufe Harold had recovered his health, but 
becaufe it was from Heaven he had recovered it. 
All, indeed, with one mind applauded ; but the 
King, as he was holieft, rejoices with greater 
feeling. He indeed excelled all others in a double 
joy, becaufe he was wont to find delight in the 
virtues of Chrift, who brings to pafs fuch holy 
works, and to feed on thofe advances of devotion 
and faith which the accomplifhment of fuch 
miracles was calculated to ftrengthen in the love 
of the fame moft Holy Redeemer. 
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CHAP. Ill— How Harold huilt, enriched, 
adorned, and regulated the Church of the Holy 
Crojs at Waltham ; and bow Henry, King of, the 
Englijh, aholtjhed thefecular canons, and dijiingui/hed 
the place by the appointment of regular canons. 

UT now obferve that this man, in 
whom and through whom a virtue, 
thus experienced and difplayed, gave 
to fo many an incentive to a virtuous 
life, could think or {peak of nothing elfe but how 
he could make an excellent and fitting return for 
fuch divine benefits, and how he could, in com- 
pensation, give joy to that holy Crofs with an 
honour worthy of a health reftored. But in pro- 
portion as he applied himfelf more zealoufly for 
the Crofs's honour, and ftrove for its glory, fo 
much the more exceedingly did the favour of 
Heaven enrich him with increafe of virtues and 
devotion, with which manner of exchange he was 
greatly delighted, and endeavoured the more in- 
tently, by difplaying gratitude for gifts he had 
received, to deferve (till more valuable benefits. 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



The Life of King Harold. 123 

He confiders, alfo, that he is bound, for thefe 
fubflantial favours, to that man whofe heavenly 
piety had unlocked to him the approaches to fo 
many privileges, and refolves to prefent him with 
a reward worthy of his faith and devotion. For 
there were only two clergy there to pray and take 
charge of the fervice and worfhip of the Crofs, 
though they, indeed, feemed content with their 
fmall emolument and humble dwellings. 

But this excellent man, eager to exalt the place 
and its worfhip with all clafTes of its worfhippers, 
propofes to build there a new temple, to increafe 
the number of attendants, and to augment their 
revenues; and in order that its fame and the throng 
of its clergy might difplay the place in the eyes 
of mankind, ennobled as it had been by heavenly 
gifts, more famous and more glorious, he caufed, 
by a prudent arrangement, fchools to be founded 
there, under the diredtion of Mafler Ailard, the 
preferver of his health, as has been jufl now narrated. 
Nor was he flow to bring forth that which he 
had conceived in his mind. Foundations of a 
large church are rapidly laid ; the walls rife ; lofty 
columns at equal difknces unite the walls with 
interlacing arcades or vaults ; a roof of leaden plates 
keeps out the wind and the inclemencies of the 
weather. The number of clergy is increafed from a 
fhameful two to the myfHc twelve of the company 
bf the Apoftles, and for this excellent reafon, that 
the fame number of men who had told forth Chrifl's 
glory to the world from the beginning, might ferve 
in eternal praife in the temple of His holy Crofs. 
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He alfo, with a fplendid liberality, endowed them 
with eftates and pofleflions, that they might have 
fufEcient for their neceflities ; and he obtained a 
confirmation of thefe gifts by the King's authority. 
Now, if we attempt to defcrib^ at length the 
number of gifts, the value and varied charader of 
the veflels and ornaments with which he ennobled 
this houfe of God, the multiplicity of fafts might 
perhaps detract from the exaftnefs of the narrative. 
But left the account of his munificence fhould be 
loft altogether, or in this particular — and it is 
known that a violent jealoufy has aimed at this — 
it is worth while to endeavour, with a fpirit of 
fervent zeal (fince the real fubftance of the fads 
themfelve^ has been loft), to make known to 
thofe who wifh to confider them, the ftiadows, fo 
to fpeak, of the fafts. We have therefore thought 
good to infert on the prefent page an account of 
thofe things which, through jealoufy of Harold, as 
they fay, were abftraded from the Church of the 
Holy Crofs by William, the firft Norman King 
of the Englifh, and carried off to Neuftria. For 
that King, as we read, carried off to Normandy, 
from Waltham, feven fhrines, of which three were 
gold and four filver-gilt, fiill of relics and precious 
gems ; four books of Holy Writ, ornamented with 
gold, filver, and gems in their bindings ; four large 
gold and filver cenfers; fix candelabra, of which 
two were gold and the reft filver; three large 
pitchers of Greek work, filver and gilt; four 
crofTes worked in gold and filver and precious ftones ; 
one crofs that was caft from fifty gold marks ; five 
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moft precious prieftly veftments, ornamented with 
gold and gems ; five hoods, ornamented with gold 
and gems, in one of which were twelve gold 
marks; two copes, ornamented with gold and 
gems ; five chalices, two gold and the reft filver ; 
four altars with their relics, of which one altar 
was gold, and the other filver-gilt; one filver 
wine-horn, valued at one hundred (hillings; ten 
phyladeries, one of which was prepared from two 
gold marks and precious gems, and the others 
from gold and filver ; two dulcimers ; fome faddles 
for women, worked with much gold; and two 
bells of great value. 

Thefe, and very many other things, which it 
would take a long time to mention, and which the 
ambition of the Normans would confider incom- 
parable, are known to have been offered to the 
Holy Crofs by Harold in his piety, and taken away 
by William through hatred. The, latter, however, 
feems to have palliated the heinoufnefs of the 
robbery by an eafy kind of compenfation — by 
difleminating a clear account of the progrefs of 
events by which the Crofs was difcovered and 
conveyed to Waltham, wherein it is alfo more 
fully exprefled what, and how many, things the 
holy man, in a wonderful warmth of devotion, 
prefented to the holy place, either in eftates, or 
various revenues, or in a multitude of things per- 
taining to the fervice or adornment of the church. 
But as my pen is in hafte to explain what the 
worftiipper of the Crofs did and fuffered after he 
offered himfelf as a fweet' facrifice to the Lord, 
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bearing his crofs now daily and following Chrift^ 
we proceed to relate what he gave from his own 
refources, and confecrated to the Crofs as a facrifice 
of juftice ; which things, indeed, after the removal 
of many of the moveables, whatever he affigned to 
the place in lands and vills, or churches and other 
revenues, to all appearance it ftill poffefles, without 
great diminution, yet not, as is faid, without fome 
lofs. But the conftitution of the Church of Waltham, 
we fee, was formed afrefh, to a high date of per- 
fedion, in our time by King Henry the Second, of 
divine memory. For the canons, who were under 
a ftria rule and difcipline, dedicated by Harold to 
their facred watches, finking through the gradual 
lapfe of time to fecular purfuits, had put before 
the facred canonical rule the emptinefs of fecular 
life. For deriving their name from both words, 
the " faeculum " and the " canon," they divided 
the .meaning of their name in reyerfe order, for 
lufting after fecular things and defpifing the canon 
rule, they weighed the knowledge of the latter 
with the pleafures of the former in a falfe balance ; 
wherefore cafting afide their facred duties, they, 
who ought to have fpent their time in the halls of 
the Lord's houfe, ftrutted about in the common 
paths of the world. Thefe men being at length 
removed from their office by the holy zeal of the 
above-mentioned King, the fame place is ennobled 
by the inffitution of regular canons. They 
happily, uniting the Latin rule with the Greek 
canon, preferve in their life the 'sartues of the 
double word and the fimple matter, fo that they 
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ought to be objefts of the greateft veneration both 
to the Greeks and the Latins. Thefe men Henry 
ilioft honourably adorned with offices built for 
regular canons; but Harold, with the kindeft 
thought, increafed their incomes. For by thefe 
men the Lord's flock, which ferved the Lord there 
in holinefs and righteoufnefs, is fupported ; by 
them day by day innumerable crowds of travellers 
obtain all the benefits of humanity ; at their hands 
the traveller and the hungry man receive food and 
provifions ; from them the fick man receives 
attention, and he who is cold a covering, and 
the ftranger and foreigner a roof to cover him — in 
a word, everyone who is in need obtains at the 
hands of thefe men afliftance fuitable to his 
neceffities. 
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CHAP. IV. — How it was divinely ordained 
that this man Jhould be raifed to the pojition of 
Kingy andy after having defeated his enemies^ Jhould 
in his turn be conquered by other enemies ^ anddepofed 
from his kingdom ; and concerning a very pious 
anchorite^ who had been afervant of Harold^ after 
he became a hermit himfelf 

knows how the bones of a man 

•e framed in the womb of her who 

with child ? And who has learnt, 

^: who can learn, what is beft for 

a nuin in his lifetime ? One man generally rules 

another to his hurt. Sometimes a man is fubdued 

and fubjefted by one man to another for his good. 

Thus Chanaan is in bondage to his brother as a 

fervant of fervants; thus the hands of Jofeph, 

given over to bondage by his brothers' jealoufy, 

did fervice in Chophmos; thus, too, our Harold, 

to return to our fubjetft, is fuddenly raifed, as it 

were, on the wind, and is in a moment violently 

thrown down. He is raifed to be King by the 

acclamation of the kingdom ; he returns a viftor 
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from the battle in triumph, having (lain the 
barbarians who had attacked him. He fears not 
to hear that his late enemy has come upon him, 
but jeers at him ; he runs to attack his deftroyer, 
as though he would at one blow deftroy him. 
He joins battle, and falls ; he attacks, and is cut 
down — he is indeed cut down and fallen, but is 
it to his deftruftion or his folly ? Will that hand 
of the crucified King, from which came forth a 
writhing ferpent, fuflain him ? That hand, indeed, 
permitting it, tha enemy's fpear pierced his bones 
and nearly every limb, and grievoufly wounded 
him. 

All thefe things happened to Harold by the 
direftion and wonderful difpenfation of that fame 
hand, in order that in the womb of the pregnant 
Church the bones of a man fore-ordained before 
fecular times, and deftined by God to be born, and 
by all thefe means to pleafe God perfedly, might 
be fafliioned. For conceived through piety ac- 
cording to the inward man, he grew and was 
increafed towards God in thefe exercifes, and was 
formed and ftrengthened fo that at length, like 
Jacob, when Rachel departed on account of pain 
in parturition, he obtained a Benjamin for a 
Benoni. For he who to his mother feemed a 
fon, forfooth, of angelic pain and death, by God 
his father, who had ordained that by this event a 
people haughty in mind, rough in ill-doings, and 
cruel in all kinds of treachery, fhould be fup- 
planted, he was made by a wonderful transforma- 
tion the fon of his right hand. But as it was 

K 
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noifed abroad by common converfation how 
Harold had fucceeded to the earthly kingdom of 
the moft blefled Edward (himfelf tranflated to a 
heavenly kingdom), and how he had triumphed 
over the Norwegians with Edward's help, and how 
bravely and with what impulfe and unprepared- 
nefs, from an exceffive fteadfaftnefs of purpofe, 
he went againft the Normans who were attacking 
him, and how, with his comrades flain, he fell on 
the enemy fingle-handed, we, God helping us, will 
write in our account of thofe things which happened 
by the divine agency through him and concerning 
him, after the fafts narrated above, which we know 
have efcaped the notice of moft chroniclers. 

Some of thefe things we heard from a cer- 
tain hermit of venerable life, Sebricht by name, 
who, while he lived, was a fervant for many 
years to the holy man; and others from equally 
truftworthy authorities, who have related thefe 
fads to us with a certainty which has proved them 
to be true. And further, thofe things which ' 
happened after his death through power from 
heaven, and which will be written on this page, 
have been written by thofe who were prefent when 
they happened, and have been handed down to us. 
But the above-mentioned man of God, once 
Harold's moft devoted fervant and follower, when 
he departed from this world, and it was clearly 
fhown by his miracles that he had gone to heaven, 
emulated his example in doing good moft fervently, 
defiring to arrive at fuch a point of holinefs as he 
had reached, and being zealous to work in as 
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fimilar a way as he had walked. Therefore, 
becaufe he knew Harold had done fo, he under- 
takes the toil of a pilgrimage, and becomes a 
voluntary esdle from his native foil, that he might 
be worthy to become a holy man and a fervant of 
God. With naked feet he leaves the borders of 
the city of Chefter, where he left the treafurc 
which he had preferved there for fo many years, 
taking only a portion for the crown of his heavenly 
King, but leaving the reft dug up upon the ground; 
and thus ftripped of all worldly defire he goes forth 
on his pilgrimage. 

Thus bare and unencumbered, intending to 
approach the Lord's Crofs on the fpot where 
that Crofs was fafhioned for the Lord's body, to 
vifit His glorious fepulchre, and to adore the fpot 
where His feet refted, he at length departs from 
England; and, hoping to bedew with his tears 
the refting-places of other holy men as Harold 
had done, to liften to ftrange languages which 
he knew not, and to undergo with joy no fmall 
tribulation for Chrift's fake, he enters the country 
of ftrangers. At length, having accomplifhed his 
vow, after many wanderings which there is here 
no fpace to mention, he returns to his native 
country as Harold had done. And on his return 
he betook himfelf to a town in the Oxford diftrift 
called Stanton, and, confining himfelf there, led a 
feverer life till the time of his death than thofe 
who are confined and imprifoned for their crimes. 
Here, becoming an objeft of veneration and 
aflfeftion to all religious people, he was wont to be 
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fought out and viiited by many for the fake of a 
mutual edification. 

For he had become well known as a man mod 
devout, felf-contained, afifable to all, benevolent to 
many, well-wiftung to all. By thefe means and' in 
this way there arofe a goodly odour of Chrift, and 
as all were borne along in the odour of his holy 
deeds, I alfo,. an infignificant perfon, as it were, 
among greater ones, was carried along with the 
reft and became clofely bound to him by a chain 
of love. But I, when ftill of a tender age, and 
young in the profeffion of religion, had vifited 
him often through older meflengers, but fometimes 
in my own perfon, and was at laft admitted to the 
inmoft fandities of a familiar friendfhip. At 
length, when I was older, I advanced fo far that 
he would fcarcely hide any of his fecrets from me 
which feemed ufeful for my inftrudion as I talked 
with him on the ftate of the inner man. And he, 
though he was country-bred, and ignorant of any 
language but Englifh, he yet held a wonderful 
and admirable opinion concerning religion, and 
was clever in exprefling himfelf in his own idiom; 
as he ufed to fay concerning myfelf : " Let me fay 
what I think — I believe that the fum-total of my 
falvation cor^fifts in patience and hope." He 
would add how many things the Lord had fhown 
him in the ftiape of many and great tribulations, 
and how mercifully he had, by converting him, 
given him new life, and how powerfully he had 
led him from the depths of earth. He would 
mention, too, what fufferings he had undergone in 
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the body, and in mind, enumerating and diftin- 
guifhing the weaknefs and various afFedions of 
both — ^the wcked aflaults of devils, and the no 
lefs bitter infults of men; and he would add: "In 
all thefe trials which came upon me, an all but 
ihipwrecked wretch, my only hope was in the 
crucified One, my anchor ; and leaning firmly on 
this I iaw, after a time, all my troubles, which I 
had but juft before deemed more intolerable than 
death itfelf, pafs away, as it were, into foam and 
afhes. . I have indeed borne," faid he, " fuch and fo 
great affliiStions of the flefli (to flee from which I 
have confined my miferable body like fome un- 
tameablc beaft in the narrownefs of this prifon) 
that an ignorant man would fcarcely believe could 
be fuftained by any body, though it were made of 
iron or ftone." 

Thefe things he ufed to relate, not boafting of 
himfelf or of his labours for Chrift, but he thought, 
like fome veteran telling the familiar experiences 
of his labours, that I, trembling on the brink of 
the fame untried ftruggles of my fpiritual appren- 
ticeihip might be animated and lengthened by 
their recital. Of fuch things he would fpeak with 
much feeling, not deploring the hardfhip of his 
fuflferings, but giving forth with a wondrous 
fweetnefs a memory of that confolation and 
fpiritual grace which he had found to be the alle- 
viation of his trials. 

Thefe matters concerning the man's life and 
manners we thought it not out of place to infert 
into thefe pages, in order that from the piety of the 
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pupil it may the more plainly be fhown on what a 
pinnacle of perfedHon the life and converfation of 
the teacher fhines forth. He, indeed, maldng 
mention of Harold, would call him his mafter, 
rejoicing that he had in heaven an advocate whom, 
when on earth, he had as a preceptor. This, then, 
is the man by whom, as has been faid above, as 
well as by others who knew the man of God, and 
how his pofition of life was ordered and changed 
according to place and time, thefe things have 
been arranged ^nd made known. And of thefe 
fbme were ignorant that Harold was once, when 
he lived, a crowned king, but were witnefles of 
his converfation and knew well in what places he 
lived from the time when he fpent his life in 
folitude in England. For he, dreading from his 
heart the glory of the world, of which he had ex- 
perienced fuch ignoble and unhappy refults, when 
he refolved to live in his own country, took a new 
name, and changed from time to time the place 
of his dwelling, left by fome chance it ftiould be 
betrayed to anyone. But we will difcourfe of 
thefe things in their order below. Let us now 
from this exceffive digreffion proceed without 
more delay to the narration of what we have 
already begun. 
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CHAP. V. — How a certain Saracen woman 
found him half dead amongft his aJfailantSy 
brought him to Winchefter^ and healed him as 
he lay there concealed for two years ; and how 
he fought out the Saxons and Danes to colleSl allies 
againft the Normans^ but was unfuccefsful. 

, then, the Englifh army was 
ten and overcome at the firft 
Lck of the Normans, King Harold, 
^ _j*ced with numerous blows, is 
thrown to the ground amongft the dead ; yet his 
wounds, many and deathly though they were, 
could not altogether deprive of life him whom the 
goodnefs of the Saviour had moft happily ordained 
to reftore to life and viftory. Thus, as the 
enemy's hoft departed from the fcene of the 
flaughter, he, who the day before was fo powerful, 
is found ftunned and fcarcely breathing by fome 
women whom pity and a defire to bind up the 
wounds of the maimed had drawn thither. They 
aft the part of Samaritans by him, and binding up 
his wounds, they carry him to a neighbouring hut. 
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From thence, as is reported, he is borne by two 
common men, franklins or hinds, unrecognifed and 
cunningly hidden, to the city of Winchefter. 
Here, preferring the fecret of his hiding-place, in 
a certain cellar, for two years, he was cured by a 
certain woman, a Saracen, very {killed in the art 
of furgery, and with the co-operation of the 
medicine of the Moft High, was reftored to perfect 
health. On regaining his ftrength thus, he 
thought he would prove by great deeds the 
courage of his royal fpirit which his foul had not 
loft in the overthrow of his body. Already had 
the nobles of his kingdom, as well as the people, 
bowed their necks to the yoke of the conqueror ; 
already had nearly all his chiefs either periihed or 
been driven from the country, leaving their 
anceftral honours to be divided and poflefled by 
ftrangers. 

Harold, therefore, beholding the deftru<9ion of 
his own people and the fuccefs of the enemy, 
groaned in fpirit, and forrowing more for his 
country's troubles than his own, refolved that he 
would perifli with his people or procure ailiftance 
for them. He crofled over, therefore, to Germany, 
the home of his race, with the intention of pro- 
ceeding to Saxony ; but grieves to find that already 
the miferable overthrow of his nation is common 
talk in all quarters. He earneftly begs his kinsfolk 
to lend their affiftance to one of their own ftock ; 
he declares that the misfortune of fo fudden a 
difafter was not to be attributed to the ftrength or 
valour of the enemy, nor to the cowardice of the 
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citizens, nor, indeed, to his own timidity or help- 
leflhefs; but that their danger lay in the very 
fadt of their bravelry, which, confcious as they were 
of their prowefs and viftories, had led them to 
oppofe fuch a multitude of the enemy with too 
fmall a force of foldiers. " For," faid he, " accuf- 
tomed as I am to yiftory, and unacquainted with 
defeat, I fhould have thought myfelf beaten if I 
had been but a little more tardy in gaining a frefti 
viftory over the enemy. For when, by Divine 
grace, the Norwegians and their King, who had 
overrun our territory from the north, were flain 
by us, and our armies and generals had been dif- 
mifled to their own homes, fuddenly the Normans 
came upon us from the fouth. And I, meeting 
them haftily with a fmall force, not inferior in 
courage or fpirit, but only in numbers, at length 
fell ; but though conquered, I did not yield. No 
uncertain vidory, then, fhall we gain immediately 
over fuch as thefe, whom accident, and not bravery, 
has on this occafion fhown to be our fuperiors. 
And to the attainment of this end, the enemy's 
infolence, and the manner of their unexpeifted 
attack, will prove the devotion of my people, and 
give confolation to our enraged army." 

With thefe and fimilar arguments he im- 
portunes the Saxons, as well as the Danes whom 
he vifited with an equal anxiety, to fecure their 
help in driving out the invaders from his kingdom. 
But when he faw that their interefts were direcfted 
into other channels, he was at firft difturbed by, 
and gave himfelf up to, the agitations of a great 
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anxiety. For he who was now King of the 
Englifti, as well as Duke of the Normans, in his 
foreflght for his own fecurity had been thoughtfUl 
and prudent enough to anticipate Harold by 
haftening to ally himielf, by means of an em- 
baiTy, in friendftiip with the King and nation of 
the Danes, as well as with the neighbouring 
countries, and to conciliate their favour. 
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CHAP. VI. — How at lengthy coming to himfelf^ 
hi perceived that God was ofpoffing him in his 
worldly path; wherefore^ conforming him/elf to 
the Cro/s of Chrift that he might the better 
triumph over the old enemy ^ he rejoices that he 
has fuffered defeat at the hands of men. 

Harold, coming at length to him- 
f, and returning, as it were, from 
5 fantaftic dream, is completely 
anged in his heart. He perceives, 
though late, that it was God who was oppofing 
him in the way in which he was fo fruitleffly 
walking, and that it was His angel's fword which 
had been borne againft him and his obftinate 
efforts ; and the eyes of his underftanding being 
opened, he fees that he muft choofe another kind 
of warfare, and that other kinds of defences would 
be required. For the crucified King had looked 
upon the toils and long-fufferings of the dethroned 
King with a regard already favourable to him, 
and would not further fuffer the fpecial devotee 
of His banner to be engulphed in the depths, or 
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be overwhelmed in the maze of fo great an afflic- 
ticm. He had beheld him fallen in fin and from 
his high dignity; and when He beholds, ruin 
ceafes and the fallen arife. He had beheld, in 
fhort, that He might wafh away his fin's fault 
with tears ; yet He had not deprived him of the 
hope and defire of ruling, but had changed the 
nature of his defire. 

He begins, then, to fee his errors, and to lament 
the faults of his fins and wrong-doings in the 
fight of Him who fees all things : he begins to 
find that the path to a more blefled kingdom is 
far eafier, and to have, a foretafle of his oppor- 
tunity. He is fixed in his mind to become an 
imitator of the Crofs which he had loved, to bear 
his crofs daily, to come after the crucified One, 
and to follow Him. Nor does it efcape his notice 
that, in order to become fit for thefe things, he 
muft firft deny himfelf. As much as he can, then, 
he propofes to take Him for an example and a 
helper, who, though He was in the nature of 
God, fbipped Himfelf of His divinity, and took 
the form of a fervant. He now fees how the 
Lord of the world, when He was in the world, 
defpifed a worldly kingdom; and, when they 
fought to make Him a King, fled, and preferred 
the Retirement of a folitary life to a throng of 
followers. He remembers that all power was 
given to Him in heaven and earth by the humilia- 
tion of a bitter paflion and a cruel death. He 
forefees that this mufl eventually be undergone by 
all flefh. He remembers that all mankind mufl re- 
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ccive from Him an eternal kingdom or an eternal 
punifhment. He knows that if he were to pro- 
pofe to make war againft Him, and were to go 
againft Him with ten thoufand, that He would 
come to meet him with twenty thoufand, whofe 
unexpeded coming and whofe extraordinary pre- 
parations fometimes exterminate and deftroy him 
whom He afT^ls fecretly and powerfully when 
He is leaft expeded, and he who is unprepared 
for Him. 

Putting on one fide, then, his vain defire of a 
temporal kingdom, and cafting off the fatal purpofe 
of an earthly ftrife, he propofes to fend an embafly 
to that King who is ftill far off, impelling him 
to inquire from Him, what are the terms of a 
true peace. And fearing that His anger lyill be 
increafed by his offences, and left, perchance, his 
embafly alone may not be fufficient to propitiate 
Him, he refolves to feek out and entreat others, 
fitting and fuited to the purpofe, with all the 
prayers he can, to help him and interpofe for him 
with the angry King, whofe favour and glory 
alone he thought worthy of foliciting. Thus the 
outward appearance and inward difpofition of 
Harold are both fuddenly changed. The hand 
which he was wont to arm, he fupports with a 
fpear fhortened into a ftaff. Inftead of a fhield, a 
wallet hangs from his neck. His head, which he 
was wont to equip with a helmet, and adorn with 
a diadem, is fhaded with a head-drefs. His feet 
and legs, in the place of fandals and greaves, are 
either altogether bare, or encafed in ftockings. 
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But let me relate the reft in a few words : all the 
armour of the warrior, the whole adornment of 
this mighty man, is either left off altogether, or 
elfe worn for the humiliation and punifhment of 
the penitent. Not only is the / breaftplate not 
thrown off from his fhoulders, arms, loins, and fide, 
but it is brought clofer to his body; for the inner 
garments being taken off and thrown afide, the 
roughnefs of the metal is next to the bare flefh. 
Thus when awake, he walks, not indeed armed fo 
much as imprifoned in armour. Thus when he 
fleeps, a bed^ does not receive him, but he is em- 
bedded in a cuirafs. The change in the outer 
appearance which he afliimed was wonderful. 
Pleafant indeed was this great alteration in fuch a 
man, both to the angels and all the faints ; but far 
more pleafing was the change wrought in the inner 
man by God the Judge, who created and formed 
in him light inftead of darknefs, and turned in a 
miraculous manner the man's whole nature. 

In truth, I fay, the change was not brought 
about by the hand of man, but by the right 
hand of the Moft High, at whofe word a cruel 
and favage nature foftens into mildnefs and gentle- 
nefs, exaltation becomes humility; but who can 
tell of all the benefits of fo blefled a change? 
That I may condenfe in a few words an endlefs 
matter : by this change, luft of the flefh and the 
world was transformed into a contempt and hatred 
of fuch things, and yielded to a defire and love for 
heavenly things. 

^ A play on the words " thonis " and " thorax." 
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Thus, I repeat, by the help of the Moft High, 
the King is transformed into the foldier, and the 
foldier of Chrift indeed, the kingdom of the world 
being now more defpifed than it was before defired. 
The King is transformed into the foldier ; the 
King becomes a foldier that fo the foldier may 
become a king, and that he who is both king and 
foldier may be transformed into a king. The 
foldier begins to a6l a foldier's part on the fide of 
Him for whom to fight is to be a king ; to reign 
indeed in the prefent, and to reign with Him here- 
after. For that reigning with Him is far better 
than this prefent reigning, for it is a far fublimer 
and greater thing than reigning in the world and 
over a worldly kingdom. By becoming a foldier, 
indeed, he reigns, and by reigning he beomes a 
foldier, until the foldier of Chrift changes all 
mutable things into things that endure, and death 
be fwallowed up in viftory, and battle be turned 
into a trophy. Then fhall the King receive his 
kingdom, the foldier fhall become a conqueror: 
the anxious man fhall feel fecure, and he that is 
mortal fhall live for ever. Meanwhile the King 
and foldier thus changed, a new kingdom and a 
new warfare are given to Harold, the whole 
nature of his foul and body throughout every 
fenfe and limb blooms afi*efh and to new ufes in 
the world. In hunger and thirft, in cold and 
nakednefs, in prayers, in watchings, in infults and 
wrongs; in a word, in every toil and hardfhip, 
the* flefh is weakened, the fpirit flrengthened, the 
foul rejoiced. His panting breaft trembles with 
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fighs, which before fwelled with {laughters and 
thundered forth threatenings. His eyes are be- 
dewed with fhowers of tears, which were wont to 
flafh forth lightnings on his rivals, at the bidding 
of an angry foul. His face, his brows, his neck 
difplayed no elation, pride, nor cruelty ; modefty 
regulates his gait ; piety, his mind ; purity guides 
his affedions. Integrity gives form to his inward 
and outward movements ; fandity changes all his 
doings into her own ways. Harold appears now 
to govern himfelf more happily than is wont, to 
reign more eminently, to wage war with greater 
fecurity and ufefulnefs. He delights that he has 
been conquered by man, fince by conquering the 
world and himfelf he has, though conquered, learnt 
how to achieve a more glorious vidory over the 
devil. 
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CHAP. VIL — How he entered on a long pilgri-- 
mage to obtain the prayers of holy men ; and hoWy 
before he became a King, he vijitedthe rejiing-places 
oftheholyApoJiles. ' 

with an un6tion which 

him concerning all 

lis that he muft care- 

^^ . Jiat treafure of heavenly 

afpiration, left, if publifhed abroad thoughtleflly, 
it might be expofed to robbery. For firftlings of 
fheep or kine are not fhom nor put to the plough, 
and firft-fruits were deemed unclean. 

Therefore, inftrufted by fuch divine orders as 
thefe from the Holy Spirit, he leaves all his friends 
who had feemed to cleave to him up to that time : 
he deferts his kinsfolk : he retires fecretly from all 
who had known him: he approaches peoples 
hitherto unknown to him : he feeks for fupporters 
far and wide amongft thofe who are not unknown 
to him, but who were in days gone by indeed 
well known to and loved by him, and now more 
clofely united in a feeling of devotion. This 
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man, now a noble man indeed, departed then to a 
far-diftant. country to vifit Tacred places in order 
that l)|l^ might pay honour to relics of the faints in 
their own homes and fhrines; to obtain more 
fully and perfeftly by their intercefEon the kingdom 
of God which he dready held within his breaft, 
intending after that to return to his own coimtry. 

Before this he had vifited the refting-places of 
Chrift's moft exalted apoftles, when he had not yet 
(licceeded to the throne . of the Englifh, by an 
inftind of devotion indeed, but alfd with the objed 
of bringing holy relics from their city to his own, 
rather than worfhipping them in theirs. For he 
had had a very fervent defire to colled facred 
relics, efpecially from the time he began to build 
and found the church of the Holy Crofs at 
Waltham, as we have narrated above; whence it 
happened that, having obtained numerous pledge^ 
of the faints, he appears alfo, by payment of vows 
and prayers and money, to have carried off from 
Rome on his return to his own country the 
blefled bones of the martyrs Chryfanthus and 
Daria. But the Romans, perceiving at length that 
they were being robbed of a great treafure, and 
not thinking it right, follow the pious plunderer 
juft as he is departing, or, indeed, had already de- 
parted three or four days* journey, and ftop his 
progrefs. For a whole hoft of the natives were 
not inclined to allow a few pilgrims to refift them 
by force or break away in flight. What more 
fhall be faid ? Harold is flopped, bound, and over- 
whelmed with infults, and he thought it hardeft 
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of all that he was compelled to give up thofe 
pearls of pricelefs value which he had lawfully 
obtained from their former poffeflbrs, as they 
indeed confefled. Returning to his own country, 
then, for the violence of the Romans could not 
rob him of the prayers and favour of the above- 
mentioned witneiTes of Chrift, and having managed 
to obtain, in fpite of all, fome very precious relics 
at Rome, he brought them home to be reverently 
preferved in the church which has fo often been 
mentioned. 

And if anyone cares to know at greater length 
the watchfulnefs of his devotion and care in 
acquiring and preferving thefe relics of the faints, 
let him read carefully the treatife above-mentioned 
concerning the finding of the Crofs at Waltham. 
But we ourfelves, omitting what has been written 
by ancient writers, will give pur pen a new duty, 
and follow, as we began to do, our new pilgrim, 
with Chrift for a guide. And if we are unable to 
accompany him to every place and on every fingle 
day as he wanders through many countries of 
Chriftendom and fpends fo beneficially his time ; 
or if we do not know and cannot relate every 
fingle thing he did or fufFered on his long pil- 
grimage, let us at all events, following him as he 
is now already a long way off from our fhores, go 
and meet him as he retxims to us with all fpeed. 
And let us give God higheft praife who was with 
him and guided him, and who at no time or place 
deferted him, and let us do honour to him in the 
Lord, who comes, indeed, in the name of the Lord. 
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CHAP. VIIL — The admiration of the writer, 
with a brief exclamation on the goodnefs of Gad, 
by which it happens that the fins even of the 
ele£l work in them for good. 

as Harold continues 
the name of the Lord, 
:e a bride feeking her 

^ , as he wanders through 

many places, and having found him, holds him, 
rejoicing with his fpirit as it glories in God his 
Saviour, I feem to hear him finging with the 
pfalmift, " Turn, my foul, to thy reft, for the Lord 
has fhpwn favour to thee." But he, for joy of 
heart and admiration of the mighty ads of his 
beneficent Lord towards his fervant, joyfully ex- 
claims: O abounding piety and wondrous kind- 
nefs of Thy Spirit ! O virtue and wifiiom ! O 
co-eternal Son of an eternal Father! O fweet and 
blefled Jefus! O ineftimable and unfearchable 
height of Thy counfels, truly no man can turn the 
thoughts of Thy heart. O how true were the 
feelings of her who faid to Thee, " lif Thou haft 
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4ecreed to fave'us, we fhall for ever be delivered." 
How faithfulj how worthy of acxeptation is that 
ikying, fo confidently uttered by Thy apoftlc! 
^* We know," he ikys, " that all things work to^ 

f ether for good to thofe that love Him." BlelTed 
e the holy name of Thy glory with the co-eternal 
Father and co-eval Spirit, who, when Thou wert 
angry, haft pity, and as the holy woman relates, 
forgiveft all the fins of mankind in their tribula- 
tion. And, indeed, jsill thefe things Thou haft 
ftiown to be true, and fcountlefs, according to this 
meafure which are everywhere written in facred 
UteratiU'e about Thee concerning thofe things 
which Thou doeft and fhoweft to thofe that love 
Thee, in this one man who loved and was loved 
by Thee. How plain the argument to us, how 
clear a fpeftacle of gentlenefs and fortitude haft 
Thou builti up in this one man ! O Wifdom, who 
haft uttered words from the mouth of the Moft 
High, taking in hand with firmnefs all things 
from beginning to end, and difpofing them with 
gentlenefs ! From thefe fprings of gentlenefs and 
firmnefs proceed thofe two rivers of grace and 
feverity or mercy and ftriftnefs, watered by which 
the furface of the earth of the faints, the tares 
being uprooted, brings forth its feed to the fi-uit 
of eternal life. 

With what calmnefs and favour didft Thou take 
hold of this man, and, as fome think, on account 
of his wickednefs ; yet didft thou not hurl him into 
eternity, but, taking hold of him and correding 
him, broughteft him forth from his very iniquity to 
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be more careful for himfelf, more devoted to The^. 
What gentlenefs and what firmnefe didft Thou 
exercife with him, fnatching him fo powerfully 
from the hand of death, and not allowing his life 
to be taken away by javelin or fword, but reftoring 
and re-creating in him the life of his fdul, a life, 
as has been fhown, deprived of its fin. Hence, too, 
his unrighteoufnefe was found to abound to Thy 
glory, fince out of the great and manifold fweet- 
nefs of Thy kindnefs, where his wickednefs 
abounded, Thy grace abounded more and more in 
him, in order that in proportion as he fhould love 
Thee more, he might receive a fuller pardon from 
Thee. That it might appear plain that not feme 
things but all things work together for good to 
him who loves Thee, and even one's own great 
fin, which indeed is always evil, worketh to fuch 
a man to his eternal benefit. 
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CHAP. IX.-^How many Ihings are /aid by 
fHany people about Harold's Jin; and concerning 
the oak bard by Rouen^ under which b^ made the 
oath, which remains ^ though ftript of its barky to 
this day. 

thiS: man's (in, fincc 

ins fay much about it, 

It to fpeak, and bring 

impartial . eonfideration 

what thofe, who. have a defire to exaggerate or 

detract from it, think on the matter. For the 

majority accufe him of having committed a fin of 

no common kind ; but of fuch heinoufnefe, indeed, 

that they are of opinion the downfell of Englifti 

liberty muft be imputed to its enormity. For it 

is aflerted that he took the name of the Lord God 

in vain, and feared not to pollute it with a falfe 

oath ; and they alfo add that this aft of fin was 

marked out by a wonderful miracle from heaven. 

For the oak, which was once a tree of great height 
and beauty, as is proved by thofe who behold it 
to-day, under which Harold made the oath to the 
Duke of the Normans, as foon as he ufurped the 
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kingdom which he had fwom to preferve for him, 
and thus broke his oath, is ftated, wonderful to 
relate, to have fhed its bark, and to have loft its 
greennefs and its foliage. A fight well worth 
feeing, for a tree which was a little time before 
remarkable for the number and thicknefs of its 
leaves, fhrivelled up from the roots, as quickly as 
did the gourd of Jonah and the olive of that other 
prophet, and all its branches became white. The 
laftihg nature of the withered tree, an indeftruc*- 
tible oak, increafes the miracle of the blight falling 
upon it, and tins we have frequently, in common 
with many more, wondered at. 

Who, indeed, would not be amazed that this oak, 
of fuch vaft magnitude, not weakened by fmall 
branches but everywhere unbroken, from the loweft 
roots to the topmoft leaves, thus ftripped of every 
covering of bark, had not already yielded to old age 
and courfe of time ; or wafted by decay, or beaten 
upon by the violence of the winds, and flooded by 
many rains, had not grown rotten or, at leaft, bent ! 
But when we faw the tree one hundred and forty 
years after this event, when it was ftiU to be feen thus 
marked, a man of Rouen declared that the crime 
of fo enormous a perjury had been thus fignalized 
by Heaven. The ill-fated tree ftill ftands at a 
fhort diftance from the city itfelf, overhanging a 
pleafant glade, which is not far from the bridge 
over the Seine flretching towards the hermits of 
Grandmont. The man of Rouen is faid to have 
prefumed, at the unufual omen, that London would 
firft be fubdued. 
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The whole of Neuftria, in like manner, learned 
to hope that the vaft riches of the Englifh might 
fubferve the waftefulnefs of her needy and greedy 
miftrefs. To this is added, by thofe who inveigh 
ag^nft Harold, already truly a conqueror, the 
overthrow, as eafy as it was cruel, and as rapid as 
it was undeferved, whereby he unexpededly loft 
his kingdom* Thus, without fufpedting it, he 
efcaped deftruftion by only juft preferving his life. 
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CHAP. X. — The excufe fome make for Harold^ 
whereby^ exonerating him from perjuryythey affert 
that it was with the fanSlion of God and conjent of 
the holy Edward that he became King ; and con- 
cerning the vifion . of the Abbot Elfin^ in which 
the holy Edward declared that Harold Jkould be 
conqueror over the Norwegians. 

the other hand, fome people, for the 

fame reafon (and frequently even 

before this many were of this 

opinion, eftimating the ad of the 

beloved man of God by the marks of di^ne 

favour which fhbne around him), endeavour to 

bring forward a reafon for the non-fulfilment of 

the oath, and that Harold was quite right in 

afluming the kingly power. For judging from 

what happened after, if what he had fworn had 

been obferved, it would have been beyond a 

doubt a difaftrous thing to the nation, as it was 

againft his . own wi(h, ^ and difadvantageous to the 

fafety of his people. For he made the oath under 

reftraint of fear, which fell upon this fteadfaft 
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man, who very rightly refufed to meet an im- 
mediate death, or a never-ending imprifohment. 
itnd befid6s, there appeared ho other way <)ut of 
the difficulty/ confined as he was in a foreign 
dountry, *^a!ld in- fuch powerful ha,nds ; therefore, 
yielding to'the diftates of human frailty, which 
ne^er gives up life willingly, and to the advice of 
fome friends who were with him at the time, he 
took the oath thus prefented tp him, to which both 
human laws and the divine canon are known to have 
condefcended through various neceflities of this life. 
Concerning the right of extorting this oath, 
others will difpute as they pleafe. But it was 
lawful f(yr him not to fulfil an oath thus forced 
from him, if, which none deny, the oath itfelf 
were illegal; and by its means, for he could 
not have done fo otherwife, he efcaped from the 
Normans who were keeping him prifoner. Arid 
when he at length was reftored to his own people, 
he told everyone openly what he had fuflfered and 
what he had done. And when they hear his 
account they are all with one mind feized with 
rage, rejed an agreement made under compulfion 
of an oath, and cry out vehemently that it muft 
not be obferved.. Heaven forbid, fay they, that 
we fhould ferve the Normans! Heaven forbid 
that the liberty of our city and of our Englifh 
riobility fhould ever be fubfervient to the barbarian 
yoke of Norman pride ! Why fhould more be 
faid? All- cry with one voice: one opinion is in 
every mind. Putting afide, then, all danger from 
the oath, which was thought to be of no value. 
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Harold at length, by the unanimous advite of all, 
is raifed to the throne. But that tln^: had not 
happened with the divine Will Jiad been declared 
a little time after from heaven. ^ Fof i^m th^ 
Norwegian King, filing with a ni)inerous fleet, 
had made an entry into England, attacking the 
province of York with fire and fword, and had 
begun to lay wafte everything that came' in his 
way, and when the newly-ele(Jled King was haften- 
ing to meet him with an army he had collected, he 
was fuddenly feized with moft violent pain in his leg. 
Fettered as he thus had become, and in agcmy for 
the peril of his fubjefts rather than at his own 
pain, paifing nearly the whole night without ikep 
in fighs and prayers, he begged for the familiar 
afliftance of the Holy Crofs. In the fame night 
there appeared to that fervant of the Lprd, Elfin, 
the Abbot of Ramfey, King Edward, the holy and 
watchfiil defender of his people, the predeceflbr of 
our forrowing and afflided hero, telling the Abbot 
the misfortune of the King which had happened 
to his body and fpirit, fhowing him befides the 
King's thoughts as he lay upon his bed; fending 
him, and faying to him, " Rife, go, and tell your 
King fi'om me the remedy for his prefent pain and 
the threatened war, that, at my interceflion, God 
has granted him the vidory. Let the revelation 
of his heart's thoughts be a fign to him fi-om 
heaven that the remedy is to be attended to, and 
let the argument of this unwonted revelation be a 
certjun omen of his obtaining the vidory." So the 
King, to fpeak briefly, is cured by divine favour, 
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and is exhilarated by heavenly meiTages. Ateick* 
ing the enemy with confidence he eafily conquers 
them, for he overcame not by his own ftrength, 
but by the might of Him who heals thofe that are 
broken in heart, and binds up their wounds, 
deftroying with the fword the enemies of thofe 
that love him. Therefore we gather by the per- 
fuafion of an argument which is not improbable, 
becaufe he obtained the kingdom by the connivance 
of his moft holy predeceflbr and the ordairiing of 
God, that, fortified as he was by the favour of the 
faint and advifed by his divine mefTage, God Him- 
felf afTenting thereto, he thus deferved to gain a 
triumphant vidory over his haughty foe. 
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CHAP. XL— A wonderful account concerning a 
Holy Cro/s which is alleged to have bowed its head 
to Harold as he was haftening to battle ; and cer- 
tain other very aftounding miracles concerning 
this Crojs^ proved to be undoubtedly true. 

only was his legal affumption of 
le kingly power defended by thefe 
/'ents and figns, but his favourable 
performance of the fame is proved. 
For, by a fign new and quite unheard-of in all 
ages, the clemency of the Saviour deigned to fignalize 
His own peculiar fervant in a more exalted manner 
for the fecond time, by which aft of fo fignal a 
Tniracle, the favour and love of Heaven were dif- 
played to the devoted King, and his honour de- 
fended for ever againft the reproaches of defamers. 
The circumftance which happened was noifed about 
everywhere, as was its due, and is vifible to the 
eye to the prefent day. As he was returning 
from the flaughter of his enemies, this moft valiant 
King, haftening to meet fome new adverfaries who 
had attacked him, no preflure of hafte would allov/ 
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him to pafs by his beloved church. He turns 
afide to it in his devotion, enters, proftrates him- 
felf, and the innermoft feelings of his heart be-, 
coming foftened, he worfhips the Holy Crofs, 
multiplies vow upon vpw of thanks for the vidory 
he had juft gained, and humbly doubles his prayers 
that he may obtain another trophy of viftory, if 
it fhould pleafe God's High Majefty. His prayers 
being at length finifhed, and the iflue of the im- 
pending conflia entrufted in his earneft devotion 
to the faithful judgment of Him who orders 
all things, as he was on the point of returning 
with bent head and (looping body, and faying 
farewell to the Holy Crofs, he bowed himfelf, as 
the cuftom is, and in refponfe the countenance of 
the crucified image bowed itfdf. 

This wonderful and aufpicious adtion of the Saviour 
gladdened while it terrified fome of thofe who ftood 
by. For what could even be conceived more aufpi- 
cious than that the immortal King of Eternity, 
though invifible, fhould be feen to anfwer the falute 
of a King of miferable mortals, and fhould deign and 
have the power to incline His head to him I How 
terrible this was to human weaknefs to fee fuch 
flrange things, that, contrary to all nature, a 'flone 
fhould bend ; and, what is beyond nature, that God 
in His own image fhould be feen to bend to a human 
being! And what fhall we fay of this, that, where 
the art of man could not pierce even the thin 
palm of the divine image, the image itfelf was 
feen to bend its bodily neck? The workman toils 
and draws blood, and makes a hole in the hand of 
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ftonc. A man, deffined foon to be a King no longer, 
prays, and the neck of ftone which, although it 
might by fome means be pierced by man's hand, 
could by no means be bent, fuddenly bends itielf, 
yet is not broken ; bows itfelf, but from the com- 
plctenefs of the whole body or the jdined head, 
not the flighteft crack is made. And hot only in 
the mere material was this great miracle fo re- 
markable. For the image being of ftone infide, 
and the outiide filver, a double miracle was per- 
formed and difplayed. It was the image; forfooth, 
of Him of whom it is written: "They have 
fipped honey from the ftone, and oil from the 
hardeft rock." The fubftance indeed was of ftone, 
yea, of very rock, hardeft in quality, thick about 
the flioulders, neck, and arms c^ the image, and^ 
fo to fpeak, corpulent. 

This im^ was difcovered by divine revelation, 
buried in the earth on the top of a certain hill ; 
nor was it known how or by whom it was fafliioned, 
or depofited and concealed there. It was brought 
by divine command dired to the place we have 
fo often mentioned, where thefe things are faid to 
have occurred, by oxen, who drew the cart on 
which it was laid about one hundred and twenty 
miles, and they would not allow it to turn afide any- 
where from the journey it had undertaken. There 
it was covered with filver plates, and was not joined 
or fixed to the lofty crofs. For it allowed fo little 
of man's workmanfhip on it, that a man could 
not even make the holes for the nails to be driven 
in. Nor was this attempted, but the palm of the 
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right hand, as foon as a little of the furlace had 
been bored by an iron, was found to poflefs a foft- 
nefs whence it emitted blood ; but it loft not its 
hardnefs, whereby it repelled the hardeft auger. 
The right hand of the Lord gave this quality to the 
right hand of His image, which, as the Pfalmift 
fang, hath given ftrength, whence alfo it is a fitting 
quality of this material right hand, that being made 
illuftrious by fo many figns, and glorious by fo many 
prodigies,^ it may feem to declare, not fo much in 
words as in fad, "The right hand of the Lord 
hath exalted me ; the right hand of the Lord hath 
given ftrength." 

Now, we have related all this to the end that the 
manifold nature of the heavenly power might appear, 
which was ftiown in this bending of the facred head 
of the holy image ; for, as we have faid, in the filver 
as well as the ftony fubftance, this wonderful aft of 
heavenly condefcenfion and power ftione forth to 
our eyes, which we can ftiU behold to-day near 
the horn of the altar where the occurrence hap- 
pened. For the ftone did not crack, nor did the 
filver plate experience a cleft, or contrad a wrinkle, 
though it was flretched to an unwonted degree 
from that part of the neck through fuch a bending ; 
nor was it feen to be folded in the leaft propor- 
tion from the region of the neck and jaw. But 
there was an alteration, and not a fmall one, from its 
original pofition, for whereas the chin of the image, 
as we have formerly heard, ftood flraight out, we 
fee it now hangs down and fettled upon the breaft, 
by reafon of the bending which we have defcribed. 

M 
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CHAP. XIL-^Bifferent interpretations of dif- 
ferent men concerning the abovC'-mentioned figns of 
the bowing Crofs and the withered oak ; and how 
Harold^ by judging him/elf favourably anticipated 
the divine judgment and fears not mar!s. 

THOUGH this wonderful work of 
piety feemed at the time to have 
portended a happy and aufpicious 
omen, yet fome people afterwards 
faid that it prefaged an unlucky and difaftrous 
event. For when, a fhort time after, the King 
was beaten with his army, many thought that the 
bending of the image fignified the fubjugation of 
the Englifh and the lamentable downfall of the 
kingdom. But to thofe who look into the order 
of the occurrences and the fervices of the pious 
King towards the Crofe, both before and after the 
event, the former interpretation of fo di^ne an 
aftion feems more probable and more liberal. For 
God, who always gives in excefs of the merits and 
prayers of His fuppliant, is wont to liften to thofe 
who pray to Him as foon as they afk beyond what 
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they aflc and uhderftand. Wherefore He turns a 
deaf ear oftentimes to what His petitioners wifh, 
but anfwers their prayers for their good and fafety ; 
for it is only His enemy's wifhes that He grants 
to their own deftrudion. 

But it is not neceflary to make a. long tale by 
narrating how He has anfwered the prayers of fome 
of the eleft as well as finners. It is fufficient to 
bear in mind that the chief of reprobates fought to 
tempt that holy man Job, that this was accepted now 
and again, but was anfwered to the augmentation of 
his own condemnation. Let it fuffice to. call to 
mind, on the other hand, that He, the chief of all 
the eleft, when the fting of His fufFering was at 
hand, afked that the cup might pafe from Him, but 
obtained not the prayer which He had made accord- 
ing to His wifhes, but fubjeded His will to the 
good pleafure of the Father, yea, and rendered it 
completely in fubjeftion. " Not My will," said He, 
" but Thine be done." For God in fuch a wiAi as 
that, fpared not His own Son, giving Him up for 
us all, that He might on that account, when he 
had drunk of the brook in the way, lift up Hi^;. 
head which He bowed upon the Crofs. The 
ftory of the confummation was declared to be the 
overthrow of the enemy of mankind. And on 
this declaration becoming known, He bowed His 
head in peaceful flumber, after the long vigils 
of an anxious conflid; and fweetly refted in 
peace after the agony of His bloody fweat. But 
thefe -things unbelievers have interpreted contrari- 
wife. When He achieved the viftory over His 
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enemies, defeated fpite thought that it had con- 
quered the vidorious King. But He, knowing 
what He had done, bent His invincible head, 
which in viftory He carried ered, in a fecure and 
peaceful fleep. It is now plain by this diffinguifh- 
ing fign the King had fliown, in bending His 
head to the fuppliant King, that He had granted 
him a better vidory than the reft looked for or 
thought. For, left an erroneous opinion fliould 
prevail with the conquered againft the conqueror, 
and left He who was faid to be the King of the 
Jews fhould be thought to have loft His kingdom, 
there was added the governor's difapproval of the 
rafti opinion in letters, in the infcription placed 
over His head, which was already bent. For It 
was written there, *^ Jefus of Nazareth, King of 
the Jews." He remained, in truth, a king, for 
the wicked multitude envied Him His kingdom, 
and killed Him, fo that He bowed His Head. 
But He indeed bowed His head, afluming at the 
fame time the power of His kingdom ; which 
confefling^ that He had received in its fulnefs, 
He exalted His bowed head above the heavens. 

Let no one think that the royal name or royal 
dignity (to whom fuch a mark was fliown by the 
King of all Kings) was loft by the King, either 
becaufe He deigned to bow in his own image or 
becaufe it was not permitted the fame King 
vifibly to triumph over his threatening enemies by 
the fame means.. But if anyone thinks that the 

1 Convefcens, ///. eating together with ; here evidently z 
corrupt reading, perhaps for confcflus. 
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prefage of fuch an unexpefted virtue fignified the 
extenfion of the kingdom, whofe temporal adminif- 
tration was at firft conferred on him, and after- 
wards taken from him, we do not deny that the 
downfall of Englifh profperity, and the overthrow 
of the liberty of the laity as well as the Church, 
which was experienced from that time, was por- 
tended to the inhabitants of our ifland. But the 
Holy Crofs does not fuflfer the rights of its fervant 
to be diminiAied becaufe of its greater confideration 
for him. 

But the eternal and unchanging God offers and 
promifes to His worfliippers for their labours and 
their religious worfhip not tranfitory and perifhable 
things, but rather liable, good, and eternal things. 
Therefore the King granted, gave, and yielded to 
the King what he wifhed. And if he could in any 
other or better way have known how to give or 
grant it, it would have been the heavenly granting 
to an earthly one, a permanent for ever and ever 
to a tranfitory one. But He took away a fliadowy 
kingdom from him for whom He preferved a true 
and everlafting one, that the former might not be 
even a flight hindrance to his pafTmg to the latter. 
And left the thoughts of men (whofe forefight re- 
garding impending danger is fuU of fear and doubt) 
ftiould imagine that the good Lord purpofed to 
fuch an extent to bring afflidtion inftead of peace 
on his devoted fervant. He refolved that the vaft* 
nefs of the miracle which He had performed 
ftiould anticipate the enormity of a ftiture offence, 
and that we might put a limit to fuch thintgs as 
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thefe, He deigned to beftow and confer the mani- 
feftation of His clemency on His fervant. By 
thefe benefits, in fine, the exalted power, the 
infinite holinefs, the unapproachable fublimity of 
the mercy and greatnefs of Almighty God the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft, the one and only 
King of Eternity, difplayed on the King's diadem a 
pearl of great brilliancy, when he was under a cloud 
of perfecution and in a flough of defpondency. 

And as for what fome allege about the oak, let 
thofe attend to that who worfhip the beafts of the 
foreft and trees, and who fear not nor blufh to 
prefer the fenfelefs wood and the brute beafts to 
men, partakers of their own nature, made after the 
image of God, and what is more than this, 
redeemed by His death. Let them take care 
left perchance the tree itfelf foretold an omen for 
him who enforced the oath and his immediate 
pofterity rather than for him who took the oath. 
Let them coniider and decide whether it feemeth 
fitting to them by whpfe agency the bloom and 
vigour of the fandity and liberty of the ancient 
Church of England wafted and vani/hed, that, when 
the firft pulfe of the kingdom began to beat, a green 
and leafy tree dried up, caft oflF in a moment its 
beauty, and difplayed a perplexing nakednefs. 

But let it fufBce that we have touched upon 
both fides of thefe matters which are related 
to have happened by fome in favour of King 
Harold, and by others in oppofition to him, leaving 
the fettlement of the queftion to the final decifion 
of the reader, or rather of the immortal God who 
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knoweth all things. As far as we have been able, 
we have tried by means of what we have related, 
and which appeared to us not irrelevant to the 
fubjeA, to remove the ftumbling-ftones from the 
way, and to make the path plain, the aftual fads, 
as we truft, guiding us. 

It remains for us now to go and meet, with 
what ^ed we may, our King and patron, who is 
returning to us from his long journey, and to 
follow him to the beft of our power with the 
devoted fervice of our trufty pen, as he returns 
home firft to the home of the Angles ahd then of 
the Angels. But he himfelf, by accufing and 
judging himfelf, ftrove fo to anticipate the judg- 
ment of man and of God that it mattered very 
little to him to be judged by thofe who, according 
as they were difpofed towards him by hatred or 
goodwill, judge according to their himian lights, 
generally wrongly, and feldofti rightly. 
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CHAP. XIIL — How^ after many years /pent 
abroad^ Harold^ returning to England for the 
purpofe of exercijing bis patience and meekne/s^ 
caufed bimfelf to be called Christian, and lived 
ten years in a certain rock infolitude ; with a fhort 
inveSlive againft the Antichrifis of that time. 

fpending many years in the 
labour of a religious pilgrimage, 
Jd decided to pradtife a new 
lod of life upon his body, worn 
out as it was with long toils and old age. He 
had learnt, indeed, the countlefs virtues and moft 
holy lives of the faints whom he had vifited, and 
he now refolved to ftay his fteps, to make an end 
of his wanderings, to bid farewell afrefh to the 
aftivity of Martha, and to reft quiet, like Mary, 
in meditation on the fayings and doings of holy 
men which he had heard and feen, that he might 
the more lavifhly enrich his fpirit, fo as to be able 
to fing with the Pfalmift in deed and in truth, 
"That my foul may be filled with marrow and 
fatnefs, and my mouth praifcs Thee with joyful 
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lips." He had experienced and maintained in his 
own perfon, and in the fweet and gentle fandity 
of the righteous, how gentle and pleafant is the 
holy of holies; and he thinks that it would be 
beft for him to reft in future, that he may fee more 
perfedUy, and know in a more blefled way, that 
the Lord Himfelf is God. 

But left this bodily repofe (as is cuftomary to 
the thoughtlefs) ftiould bring lazinefs or torpor 
upon his mind, he elefted to reft and repofe in 
that land, by refiding in which he forefees that 
he will be able to poflefs and difplay a greater 
exercife and a more effedive proof of his patience 
and goodnefe. He knew that the height of per- 
feftion, which he felt in his enlarged breaft in all 
its fiilnefs, would fland out moft clearly in that 
faying which the only begotten Son of the Moft 
High deigned to utter and teach the brothers of 
his adoption, " Pray," faid He, " for them which 
defpitefuUy ufe you and perfecute you ; do good 
to them that hate you, that ye maybe the children 
of your Father which is in heaven, for He maketh 
His fun to rife on the good and on the evil, and 
fendeth rain on the juft and on the unjuft." He 
afpired, thereforej in his heart's afieftion to the 
merit and reward of that true perfeftion to which 
he ought the rather to ftrive, and to remain in that 
land which contains as many of his perfecutors as 
there are dwellers therein; as many of his haters 
as there are men therein ; almoft as many revilers 
as men who fpeak with him and of him. But he 
does not truft himfelf to fb ferious a ftrugglc, nor 
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commit himfelf to fuch a danger without due con- 
fideration ; for he is well aware of the ftrength of 
Him who dwelleth in him, and in whom he 
dwells ; nor did he fear to fay with the Apoftle, 
"Since ye feek a proof of Chrift fpeaking in 
me/' With full truft, then, in the knowledge 
that he has fuch a gueft within him, he wifhed 
to be called Christian by name, that, being 
already joined in a union of the Spirit, he might 
alfo be united in the communion of name to 
Him who, he knew, ^as dwelling in him, fpeak- 
ing in him, working in him, and fufiering in him. 
For he faid with Paul, in his heart to himfelf, 
but to us alfo in work, " I can do all things 
through Him who ftrengtheneth me." 

It is not thus with the wicked man, nor with 
thofe whom a treacherous enemy— an enemy who 
overthrows and is overthrown — arms only to deftroy , 
ftrengthens only to make weak. For fuch an one 
teaches you to place your reliance in your own 
flefh, that your heart may be alienated from God ; 
that you may be like the tamarifk, blooming yet 
barren ; and that you may dwell now in a land of 
faltnefs, which yields no fruit to its cultivators, 
and afterwards in an uninhabitable land, which 
gives no reft to thofe who dwell therein. In this 
land only eternal horror dwells. For who can dwell 
with the devouring flame, or who can abide with 
everlafting fires? But thefe laft prophetic words 
we ufe without abufe, knowing the difference of 
thofe fires: with which the one confumes finners 
without deftroying them ; but the other, by con- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 
tffi^ 



The Life of King Harold. 171 

fuming the iins, juftifies the finners, illummating 
and kindling them. Yet why fhduld we fpeak of 
thefe, of whom we are not concerned to fpeak or 
judge, who, indeed, rob and deftroy the church — 
aye, and churches — outwardly^ but inwardly enter 
not into nor inhabit them — gathering the fruit 
and lopping the vineyard of the Lord of Hofts ; 
but now they are cut down by the hu(bandman, 
and, unlefe they grow wife in time, they are to be 
caft in a moment into eternal fire. Now becaufe 
thefe men are become Antichrifts, let us rather 
leave them to themfelvcs and their flame and 
return to our Chriftian. For even now, as the 
prophet witnefleth, the flame devours the enemy, 
and in obedience to the fentence of the true vine, 
the branch is afterwards caft into the fire and 
burnt. 

But our Chriftian, new in name but old in 
profeffion, fecure in Chrift who dwelleth in him — 
already the vidor of the world and of that Prince 
who is in the world — ^by a new warfare and a new 
art of fighting begins to conquer his conquerors. 
His King, with whom he had waged war already 
a long time in the hope of regaining his loft 
kingdom, had beftowed on him the flame of 
aflfeaion, with which, fanned by the breath of this 
Holy Spirit, the hammers of afiKftion had forged 
upon the anvil of fuffering a great panoply of 
vidorious arms. With thefe he had learnt to 
fight without defeat for his loft kingdom — but a 
kingdom, indeed, in heaven, not on earth, know- 
ing that, when he had obtained that, he could 
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never lofe it at the hands of any enemy. Led, 
then, at length to his former kingdom — poflcfled, 
indeed, with great danger, but loft to his great 
gain — ready to fight manfully with thofe weapons 
with which he was armed for a new and incom- 
parably better kingdom, he enters the camp 
equipped with all his armour. For, retiring into 
a cavern hard by Dover, he firft compofed his 
mind, then, rifing up out of himfelf, he beheld 
the land far above him, whofe King fometimes his 
eyes could fee in all His glory, in whom and with 
whom he prefumed to have a certain hope of 
reigning. 

Here, fulfilling all the comi^undments, he 
fpent ten years of folitary life, like a foldier in 
his recruit fervice, and at length, becoming a 
veteran, he ftrove, by leading a godly life, to 
exceed even rather than fulfil the vital precepts of 
the Divine Law. For he knew that that was a 
life of virtue, this a life of holinefs ; that a life of 
beginning, this a life of perfedtion; that alfo he 
judged neceflary, this glorious — ^here, in fhort, he 
looked for counfel, there for empire, for the fafety 
of mankind, and at the fame time for the glory of 
a jealous and favourable God. 

Now this place, where he had thus determined to 
fpend his life, was not far diftant fi*om the fpot where 
he had formerly loft his earthly kingdom by nearly 
meeting his death, and by this ad feized power fi-om 
the Kingdom of Heaven. Here, therefore, the 
patience and gentlenefs of the man exercifed and, 
wafted his ftrength, where both his own and his 
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people's paft misfortunes, and the prefent pride of 
his enemies, was brought to his memory and fight 
more frequently, forafmuch as he was more urged 
in a more generous fpirit to repay, not evil for 
evil, but the bounteous gifts of his holy inter- 
ceilion. 
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CHAP. XIV.— How Harold afterwards /pent 
a long time^ in various places on the borders of the 
Weljh^ bore their repeated ajfaults in patience^ 
hiding his face with a cloth^ and changing his 
name for another left he fliould by Jome means be 
recognijed ; how at length the cruelty of his per- 
fecutors was changed into veneration for him. 

then, among the Welfh, al- 

;h he had been at one time an 

: of hatred to them, on account 

__ lat feemed at the time a juft 

defence of lus own race, he now defires, as 

Chriftian, to fufFer with Paul what he had, as 

Harold, done with Saul. Bidding farewell, then, 

to Kent, he proceeds to Wales, and flaying there 

in various places a long time, he lived with 

the Welfh and prayed for them, although they, 

without provocation, ceafed not to afTault him, 

who was now not fighting againfl them, but for 

them. But as he was going into a land, as we 

have flated before, where he was once known, he 

concealed both his features and his name, wearing 
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always in public the veil of a little piece of cloth 
before lus face, left, if he were rccognifed by any, 
the offer of their adoration to the merits of his 
virtues might lead him to become vain. If, then, 
his name were afked, he would lay that men called 
him Chriftian. He, indeed, difguifed both his 
face and lus name, becaufe lus name was known to 
all, and his face to many. For he was afraid that he 
might be betrayed by thefe indications, and he feared 
left he fhould be greeted with applaufe from his own 
friends, if perchance any furvived, or by ftrangers 
even, if he were recognifed, either at the contempla- 
tion of his former dignity and prefent humility, or 
under pretence of friendfhip or femiliarity. 

But it was not to be feared that, even if 
he were betrayed by his enemies, he would be 
treated in a hoftile manner, leading fuch a life 
and behaviour as he was doing, or put into clofer 
reftraint than he had put himfelf. Yet it was 
very probable, if his fecrets were known, that he 
might be troubled by what was worfe than tortures 
or imprifonment, namely, praife and applaufe. 
For who would not fhow all the reverence and 
honour he could to fuch a man, when he faw how 
lowly-minded and mild — how kind-hearted and 
gentle — how indifferent to worldly things — he was ; 
and how, by his own free-will, he had become an 
objed of contempt to lovers of the world, efpe- 
cially if it were no fecret that in former times he 
had held a confpicuous pofition in the world, and 
had been rich and powerful? And this is re- 
markable about his frugality and patience, that he 



Digitized by VjOOQ IC 



1/6 The Life of King Harold. 

did not To much bear wrongs with patience, as 
repay them with kindnefles ; and that he did not 
fo refrefh his fall-decaying body with food, as juft 
keep it alive. On this matter we have heard 
fully, from a certain holy fervant of Chrift, that 
if he were at any time eating a lean and fmall fiih, 
he would never eat but one half of it, leaving the 
other half untouched — not even turning it over, 
but would hand it juft as it was to his fervant, or 
to fome needy man, if one were prefent. By thefe 
ftrid refolutions this holy man, following the 
example of Him whofe Name he claimed to fhare, 
preferred to be defpifed and afflifted for a while 
with Chrift, and for Chrift, fince now he was 
called Chriftian from Chrift, rather than be ener- 
vated by the favours and pleafures of the world ; 
for which reafon he had of his own free-will 
expofed himfelf to the favage company of the 
Welfti, putting before his mental vifion that Pafchal 
Lamb who freely offered Himfelf to wicked priefts 
to be facrificed for us. 

For, defiring to walk as Chrift walked, this 
Chriftian haftened to follow wherever He went, 
through the purity of a worldly heart, and fuffer- 
ing of an afflifted body, that Lamb, which per- 
chance he could not follow in the unfoiled cleannefs 
of the flefti. For burning with a love of fuffering, 
as if he thought of too little account all the hard- 
ftup and faftings he brought on his own body, 
himfelf his own torturer, he chofe to enter into 
companionfliip with a wild race, at whofe hands 
he knew he ihould be fubjefted to many afflidlions, 
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if not indeed crucifixion itfelf. He fufiered, in 
truth, from thefe treacherous, favage, and defpicable 
men, only what he looked for and expeded, for 
he was often violently beaten with very cruel 
ftripes at the hands of robbers, from whom alfo 
he fuffered every poffible injury. They pilfered 
his provifions, and robbed him of his clothes ; 
and to induce him to bring forth money, of which 
he had none, they tortured him with exceffive and 
exquiiite torments and ill-treatment. 

Such, indeed, was the conduft of thefe men, or 
rather wild beafts, that that faying of St. Gregory 
concerning the Longobardi fuits their cafe exadly: 
" Whofe very compacts are punifhments, and whofe 
favours are Avords." But the man of God bore it 
all with a tranquil mind, a cheerful countenance, a 
gentle voice, and a generous hand. Nor did his^pious 
habits ceafe, though he had to ftruggle with fuch 
impiety, until the evil of the latter was overcome 
and put to fhame by the goodnefs of the former, 
and glory and honour was heaped upon the piety 
which had won the vidory. For he gave food 
and drink to his enemies, as the Apoftle tells us 
to do. He foftened the hearts of his defpoilers by 
kindnefTes — ^he made lus tormentors gentle by his 
wondrous, unheard-of meeknefs. He heaped, fo to 
fpeak, from the fiirnace of a great afledtion, coals 
of fire upon their heads, fo that the hardnefs of 
their hearts, foftened to the marrow, was at length 
melted, and they began to worihip and honour 
him whom they had been accuftomed to mock and 
fcourge. The hand which once raged with flripes, 

N 
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is now cpnftant in kindneffes. The tongue, once 
ufed to contumely, redoubles itspraifes. For the 
virtue of his not yet experienced gopdnefs, after the 
manner of perfumes, the more it was handled, the 
ftronger fcent it had, and being widely difliifed, 
the odour of his life became, by its difperfion, life 
to many. For the fweet fragrance of his holy 
reputation, gliding into their fenfes, drove away 
and put to flight that deviFs breath of raging 
mift from the hearts of thefe brute beafts, though 
human beings ; and you might well think that fuch 
an utterance as this came from their tuneful hearts, 
rather than their voices: "In the odour of Thy 
ointments we run, for our fouls have loved Thee-" 
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CHAP. XV.— How Harold, the man of God, 
avoided the obfequious who perfecuted him, whom 
he had approached, and long borne with ; and how 
a place of reft was appointed for him by a voice 
that fell from heaven ; and how he hinted in • 
ambiguous words to thofe who ajked him that he 
was Harold; and how the truth of the matter 
will be fhown more fully in the account given by 
his fuccejfor. 

this man of God, this pradifer of 

deep humility, this lover of quiet- 

efe, this careftil guardian of both 

„iefe virtues, left he ftiould lofe or 

deftroy in the leaft either of thefe good qualities, 

decides that he muft fly from thofe whom he had 

firft fought out to perfecute him, but who now 

were inclined to worfhip him. The virtue of his 

bodily ftrength, which would not yield to labours, 

but was become broken with years, began to give 

way in him. Once you would have thought that 

his knees were growing ftrong rather than weak 

by his faftings ; that his legs were gaining adtivity ; 
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that he fcarccly felt fatigue. But now the decrepit 
old man was to experience that "Old age brings 
everything." He makes a prayer to the Lord 
that he may be fhown a place, in his declining 
years, defiring a pleafant vifion to his faint- 
ing heart, and begs that God with His wonted 
kindnefs will grant him fuch a refting-place, where 
he may pafs the remainder of his life in the quiet 
of a much-defired repofe, and there end his days 
by a happy death. And feeling that the Lord in 
His beneficent fpirit had liftened to the pious defire 
of His poor fuppjiant, he caufed himfelf to be 
mounted on a poor beaft, and, content with his 
ufual attendant, ftarts on the journey which the 
Lord would deign to appoint for him ; and was 
thus borne by feet that were another's becaufe his 
own had no ftrength left in them. Departing, 
then, ignorant by defign, and wifely uninformed of 
his journey's end, and led by angelic guidance, he 
reached at length the city of Chefter, where, as the 
day was declining towards evening, arriving in the 
midft of the city, when he heard his attendants in- 
quiring where they were to ftay, a voice fuddenly 
falls upon them. " Go," it faid, " good man, to the 
church of St. John ; there you fhall find a refting- 
place prepared for you." The attendant, aftonifhed 
at what he heard, gazes all round with curious 
eye, feeking for the owner of the voice, but none 
was vifible. It was clear, forfooth, that it was the 
Lord's holy angel who, accompanying them on 
their journey, and ordering everything for their 
benefit, had told the man of God that a place was 
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prepared for him. And he, as was his cuftom, 
vdth the veil that hung before his eyes covering 
nearly the whole of his face, had difguifed his 
countenance, left he might frighten thofe who met 
him by the remarkable appearance of his wounds ; 
or left, if he were recognifed, a feeling of vanity 
might fteal over his fenfes at the reverence he would 
be fubjefted to. The byftanders foon point out 
with their finger the church which was fignified to 
them by the divine oracle ; he approaches, and is 
heartily welcomed as a heavenly-appointed gueft. 

For the fad was that a venerable hermit of that 
place had recently departed this life, thus leaving 
his little dwelling vacant for a holy fucceflbr thus 
divinely provided. The daughter of Sion, by 
which I mean the church we have mentioned 
above, full of joy and gladnefs (though no one 
knew for certain who he was), received her King, 
though feated in this ignoble fafhion, and yet a 
faint, and coming in all things as a Saviour to 
them. And as he abode there, when he was fre- 
quently afked by thofe who came to vifit him, and 
who reported what edification they gained from 
him, whether he was prefent at the war when King 
Harold was faid to have been killed, he replied, 
" I was certainly there." But to fome who fuf- 
pefted that perhaps he might be Harold himfelf, 
and who queftioned him more clofely than was 
right, he would fometimes thus fpeak of himfelf, 
" When the battle of HafUngs was fought,'there 
was no one more dear to Harold thari myfelf " 
With fuch ambiguous words, fo to fpeak, he did 
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not fo much confirm the truth of the fafts, as 
refufe to ftrengthen them in their doubtfiil con- 
jeftures. But how the evidence of the matter 
became at length plainly known to all will be 
fhown below in the words, not of ourfelves, but of 
a venerable man who fucceeded Harold in his 
habitation at the fame hermitage. 
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CHAP. XVI. — The reader is advifed not to 
dejpije the reading which he feds differs from the 
opinions offome; and concerning the three occafions 
of thofe who think differently about this prefent 
JubjeSl ; and concerning the threefold miftake of 
William of Malmejbury on the fate of Harold. 

I think I ought in all 

fuggeft to the reader 

lid not think he ought 

__ ^___ our hiftory from its 

evident infignifieance, becaufe, perchance, he re- 
members that many perfons have fpoken and 
written on this fame fubjeft in one place or 
another; for it is plain that not only ordinary 
hiftorians, but alfo moft renowned orators, have 
thought and written not only differently, but 
quite the oppofite to each other concerning the 
words of Harold. For it is quite clear, both by 
common-fenfe as well as authority, that what 
difiers from truth cannot be true. This alfo St. 
Jerome, at the dictation of truth itfelf, has faid. 
But in the reafonablenefs of thefe opinions which 
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we are here ventilating, a threefold caufe of 
difference of opinion or, what no one ought to 
deny, of falfehood, can be affigned by thofe who 
well confider the matter. In the firft place, 
indeed, it is plain that, in many cafes, the truth 
of matters has for a long time efcaped everyone. 
Hence diflike 6f, or favour to, a particular perfon 
feems to have given an excellent opportunity to 
kindly-difpofed perfons of relating good things, 
and likewife to evil-difpofed perfons of inventing 
evil things, when the fadls themfelves were im- 
certain. 

Aduated by fome fuch confideration as this, 
that moft eloquent William of Malmefbury 
difcriminates in his chronicles, and promifes to 
take a half-way pofition between Harold^s de- 
traftors and his fupporters. I fhould have thought 
he would, without doubt, have infifted on the 
truth for its very virtue's (ake, and would not 
willingly have defrauded the merits of the affair 
of their juft praifes or their due criticifm. But 
becaufe he wrote of things he had heard of but 
had not feen, by the law of hiftories the truth of 
the writer is aflured where the truth of the fadte 
themfelves is wrecked ; otherwife, not even had 
the moft blefled writers of the Gofpels efcaped the 
rifk of miftakes — thus Jofeph is called the father 
of the Saviour ; thus certain of His difciples are 
more particularly called His brothers than the reft, 
not that their real father, but their putative father 
had them as fons, not indeed natural, but adopted 
fons. Therefore, following general opinion, and 
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unaccuftomed to the truth, this man is known to 
have introduced into his hiftory what it is plain 
was the reverfe of the truth, however much the 
truth of things is relied on to ftrengthen one*s ftory. 
But in the other things, which he commented 
upon at one time with a pen of go^d, at another 
with a pen fteeped with pitch, concerning the 
merits or manners of Harold, as his mind in- 
formed him or report fuggefted, perhaps he 
wandered from the path of truth fomewhat par- 
donably ; but he fell more feverely when he at- 
tacked the very Anointed of the Lord. For he 
turned upon himfelf in his impetuofity three 
fpears, by which it chanced that, not his perfon 
indeed, but his truth was attacked. He faid that 
Harold met his death by an arrow-woimd upon 
his head ; he faid that the foldier who attacked 
the dead King's thigh had been driven from the 
army after cenfure from the vidlorious Duke ; he 
related that money was offered by his mother to 
the vidorious William for a royal funeral, but 
that he was taken away, without payment of 
money, and buried at Waltham. Thus, concern- 
ing the thigh, the head, and the man's whole 
body, the tongue of the fpeaker, who writes many 
things in fecret, runs riot with more licence than 
the armed hand of the foldier who fights openly. 
But the Lord has delivered the poor and needy 
man — whom He has proved to be mote mighty 
in moft things than many orators and kings — from 
the arrow of the mouth of the one and from the 
fpear in the hand of the other. 
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I do not fpeak of all thefe things; but the 
Lord will give to him who walks in fimplicity the 
power to underftand what I write, to think what 
I think. But a contemporary of the prefent writer 
has written in temperate language an account of 
thefe things (namely, Ethelred, a venerable abbot) 
in the life of his holy predeceflbr, King Edward. 
He fays, indeed, that Harold either fell in battle 
or efcaped, not without wounds, referved for re- 
pentance. 
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CHAP. XV IL— What happened to the people of 
Waltham in their holy anxiety concerning the 
burial of their patron ; and how they were mijled 
by a woman^s mijiake. 

the ofFence of fuch a miftake on 
le part of William is a great deal 
iTened becaufe what took place at 
Waltham was well known far and 
wide. For, in truth, this horrible report had 
reached the ears of the private domeftic canons of 
the King at Waltham, feeing that nearly everyone 
was faying that the King had fallen at the battle ot 
Haftings. The clerks, fo often mentioned above, 
not unmindful of the devotion due to their moft 
generous patron, fent a certain woman of a fhrewd 
intelligence, Edith by name, to the diflrift where 
the battle had been fought, that fhe might carry 
away the limbs of their dead lord, to be buried 
reverently in their church. * She feemed [a more 
fuitable perfon] to make the attempt, infomuch as 
the weaker and lefs favoured fex would be con- 
fidered lefs an objed of fufpicion to the cruel 
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officers in authority, and more an objed of com- 
paffion. But this woman feemed more fitted than 
all others to carry out this affair, becaufe flie could 
more eafily difcover amongft the thoufands of 
corpfcs him fhe fought, and would handle his 
remains more tenderly, becaufe fhe loved him ex- 
ceedingly, and knew him well, inafmuch as it was 
clear that fhe had been frequently prefent in the 
fecrct places of his chamber. But when fhe reached 
the ill-omened fpot, fhe heard from many Normans, 
who were everywhere boafting, that the King of 
the Angles was ignominioufly beaten, with his 
crofs broken in halves, and that he was lying on 
the battle-field, killed amongft the flain. 

But let the reader fee what turned out to be a 
truer account. For others thought that they who 
had carried off^ the King half dead, had fet about 
this report, forefeeing that it would be dangerous 
to them and to him, and would prove their certain 
deftruftion, if the enemy fhould hear that he was 
alive. We muft not therefore wonder at the 
miftake of the woman who, unable to difcem the 
features of the body — hacked about as it was, 
covered with blood, already becoming black and 
decompofed, fince fhe could not find one which 
fhe could be certain was the King's — feized hold 
of, and carried off with her, another man's mangled 
corpfe, to fatisfy the public efHmation. And this 
was the body which was received in all reverence 
by the Canons of Waltham, without quefHoning 
the truth of the matter, and was handed over for 
burial in the Church of the Holy Crofs. 
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CHAP. XVIIL—How a brother of Harold, 
Gurth by name, replied to Walter the Abbot, or 
others, when ajked concerning the ajhes or the 
burial of his brother. 

N the days of King Henry II., there 
was feen by that King himfelf, as 
well as the nobles and people of the 
land, a brother of Harold named 
Gurth, whom the above-mentioned hiftorian in his 
book relates at the time of the arrival of the 
Normans to have been in years little more than a 
boy, but in wifdom and uprightnefs of mind, 
almoft a man. But he was, at the period we 
fpeak of, of a great age, and, as we heard from 
many who faw him at that time, beautiful to 
look upon, noble in mien, and very tall in figure. 
The Abbot of the regular canons at Waltham, 
the Lord Walter, of pious memory, was the firft 
to fee him; and was very eager to afk him, as 
well as his brothers, who were about the King's 
Court at Woodftock, whether in real truth the 
aflies of his brother were preferved in their 
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monaftery, as was generally believed. He replied 
in Englifh, "You may have fome countryman, 
but you have not Harold." Yet he came to the 
place himfelf to worfhip the Holy Crofs, and 
when his brother's coffin was fhown to him, look- 
ing afkance at it, faid: "Man knoweth not" (for 
fo he fware). "Harold lies not here." May that 
Lord Michael, Canon of the approved religion. 
Chamberlain of the Church at Waltham, live long 
and flourifh in Chrift, who firmly aflcrts that he 
heard thefe words from the man's own mouth, 
while many flood by, fonie of whom ftill furvive. 
Thus having difcufled thefe things briefly and, as 
we trufl, not unprofitably, for the information of 
our readers, lefl the uncertain differences of writers 
fliould diflurb them, we will now, as we promifed, 
let dowti the words of the man we fpoke of 
above, by which it is clearly taught how the good- 
nefs of Chrift made plain by many figns the fame 
of His fervant. 
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CHAP. XlX.^--'Ho'ut).theJuccejfor^^o man 

of God^ writing a true accourU of the deeds of the 
moft blejfed Harold^ has on , two pccafions affigned 
inappropriate reafdns for his affidns ; mtk a dif- 
cujfion on the jirft reafph^ and a full difproval of 
the fame hy the produSion of the ihidence of various 
opinions. / 

muft confider tha^ view alSfo. in the 
words of the inoft faithful relator, 
that, juft as he lucidly explained 
things th^t were done^ fp he took 
care to exprefs the reafon of the things done not 
fufficiently fitly and prudently ^ as moft people 
diink; and this may b6faid without ofience to 
fuch a great man. Hence, therefore, that third 
thing can be taken into confideration^ which, as 
we faid, gave rife to a ground of difierence among 
the writers: I mean, the quality of mind or in- 
telligence of thofe who relate all thefe diings in 
order, who, according to the bent of their mind, 
meafuring the affecJtion of the moft holy man, and 
the purpofe of his aitions, have taken on them- 
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(elyes to intimate the reafons of thofe actions. 
The evident crediility of thefe writers by carelefs 
expreffions has darkened with an interpretation 
far from true deeds worthy of the higheft praife. 
And this feems to have happened not once, but 
twice, to this good man in the courfe of his narra- 
tive, in their opinion who, fully relying on felf- 
evident reafons and other perfons* opinions — I 
mean the opinions of thofe who had clung more 
clofely to the fervant of the Lord— have imprefled 
in fome way or other more deeply on their hearts 
an inward likenefs of his mind. But what thofe 
things may be, by which the courfe of that truth ' 
is not fufficiently eftablifhed (as is thought) it is 
worth while to difcufe briefly, to tke end that we 
may remove from the midft of it all darknefs of 
doubt, bringing tb bear the force of our difcretion, 
as far as we can, on our more fimple-minded 
hearers. 

Thus the aforefaid man fays of the faint 
who was then on his journeyings, as follows : 
"Afterwards, becaufe to live on one*s own native 
foil is always pleafant, he made all hafte to Eng- 
land, where he had formerly been King, that he 
nught fpend there the remainder of his days.'* 
But iince it is a trite faying of the wife that that 
man is yet weak who holds his fatherland dou-, 
bxit ftill ftrong when he makes any land his father- 
land, and even perfed when every land is a land 
of exile to him ; who does not fee that it is abfurd 
that a man withered with old age, as he himfelf 
fays, and broken down by the length of his 
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journey, religious though it was, ftiould be de- 
clared to have been attrafted by the fweetnefs of 
his native foil to feek a fatherland again in it? 
And does not the Lord fay to Abraham, "Get 
thee out of thy country ;'* and again in the Pfalm, 
" Forget thine own people and thy father's houfe "? 
And if the fweetnefs or recoUedtion of his land, 
his people, and his father's houfe could not hold 
him of lefs age or inferior ftrength of mind, or 
holinefs of piirpofe, would it lead or would it 
attradl him to all thefe things whereby the more 
he advanced the more perfeft he became ? but 
would not that faying of the evangelift thunder in 
the fpiritual ears of the man who was pondering 
in his heart over the fweetnefs he had loft, "No 
man putting his hand to the plough, and looking 
back, is fit for the kingdom bf God " ? And again, 
the well-meaning writer does not confider what 
fort of a thing that native foil was to him — how 
it was {HU unchanged, how it was hoftile to him 
and his party, and how it could even feem to him 
to be irkfome when he looked back upon the 
whole of his life, even if he was ftill led along by 
an affeftion tenderer than ever. 
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' CHAP. XX.— The weaknefs of the Jecond reafon 
affigned^ and the writer's warning to the reader ; 
and on the difficulty of patching up materials torn 
indifcriminately by ancient writers. 

indeed he has no ftronger ground 
) ftand on, when he alleges the 
jafon why he left Shropfhire to 
^0 to Chefter. He relates that he 
abandoned the place in which (as the writer main- 
tains), though fo cruelly and frequently afHidled in 
lofles and ftripes by the Welih, he feemed to have 
fettled, at peace with himfelf and giving thanks 
to God, for the fpace of feven years, in order that 
the outward tribulation might not deftroy the 
repofe of the inward man from its attitude of felf- 
controL But this opinion is detefted to be in- 
valid, no lefs than the other, when confidered, 
and when the tradition is accepted of thofe who 
aflert that he dwelt in the country of the Welfh 
for this very reafon, which defcribes how he 
fuffered at the hands of thofe whom he had in 
paft years afflided with fuch utter devaftation, 
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though with an apparently juft caufe, whatever 
the merciful difpenfation of God, who orders all 
things in kindnefs, had permitted him to fuflfer. 
For if, under pretext of withdrawing him from 
fuch ^olence, he had refolved to change his abode, 
he would have done it fooner, and not have waited 
to be afflidled fo often with lofles and ftripes. For 
he was well acquainted with their fhores, in the 
midft of which, in a three-years* expedition, he 
knew them to their exceffive coft, as is related, 
thoroughly and entirely, as one feys. For this 
was the land which he had fubdued by his won- 
derful bravery, when yet an Earl, and nearly 
deftroyed it, which not one of the Kings who 
fucceeded him up to this prefent day had power 
to do. 

For it is maintained that he poflefled fuch 
ftrength, and withal fuch wonderful boldnefs that, 
as we read, not one of the armed Norman army 
approached to attack him, but both horfe and 
rider were overthrown by him at the firft blow, 
mortally wounded. This remarkable valour he 
had now put off, trufting now in the Lord, and 
flying with wings he had aflumed, and nowhere 
failing in his flight. But the only thing he feared 
was that the power of his wings might be weakened 
by the lubricity of a worldly profperity, becoming 
feeble and not fo much like the birds whom God 
feeds as thofe men whom the wind feeds, if in his 
cafe the feven locks of Samfon fliould be ftiorn by 
the razor of adulation. It was this alone he fled 
from, becaufe it was the only thing he feared ; it 
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was not, indeed, the weapons of the Welfh, but 
the oil of the finner. He knew that the Welfh 
held the unknown in fufpicion, but thofe who were 
approved in religion in veneration, and that 
therefore they defpifed the companionfhip of the 
one, and admired that of the other. But the man 
of God, now juft and brave, now prudent and 
temperate, fought out thofe who defpifed him, that 
he might fuffer juftly what lie feared he had de- 
ferred; and wifely deferted thofe who admired 
him, left he fliould be deprived of the benefit of 
his temperate moderation. He remembered that 
the fire near the prophet fuddenly burnt the beau- 
tifiil, fertile, and fruit-bearing olive-tree, at the 
appearance of a loud voice ; wherefore he wifhed 
to walk with the great and not amongft thofe who 
looked on him with admiration. Therefore he 
evades liars and finners whom he had for a long 
time borne upon his back, when he faw they were 
haftening to ftrike on the head. 

But now my ftory pleads for an ending. My 
book muft be clofed, that the pen of thofe who 
know thefe things more fully may narrate what it 
is neceffary to be known concerning Harold. But 
let this little book in its laft fentences implore the 
benevolent reader to deign to make allowance for 
the excefles of the author by holy prayers, and 
affifted by the interceffion of the pious King 
Harold, let him take him in his company to the 
harbour of eternal fafety ; may he grant pardon 
for the garruloufiiefs of the writer of this prefent 
work when he fees how very difficult it was to 
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patch up and make new again the materials at his 
command, torn and mifplaced as they are by the 
ftudies of former authors, and to guide into the 
wifhed-for haven the boat, old, and fhattered, 
amid the ill-famed rocks of hiftories, while the 
tongues and writings of calumniators are, as it 
were, winds fighting againft it. But all glory and 
honour be to God our helper, who alone, the 
Trinity and Unity, is King, blefled, worthy of 
praife, glorious and highly exalted for ever. 
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The Narrative of the Hermit 

who Jucceeded the holy Harold on the death of that 
moft pious Kingy and the miracles which were per- 
formed by his means after he departed to the Lord^ 
preceded by a fhort account of his doings andfuffer- 
ings from the time he loft his earthly kingdom. 

is written that tribulation wdrketh 
patience, patience experience, expe- 
rience hope. For the experience of 
patience and confirmation of a pious 
hope, God fometimes permits His people to have 
tribulation in this life that He may free them 
from an eternal tribulation, wherefore He alfo 
allowed the venerable Harold, once King of the 
Angles, to have tribulation, and to be overcome 
by his enemies, and expelled from his kingdom, 
left he might grow proud becaufe he had gained a 
viftory ; and left, having been raifed to kingly 
power, he might put on one fide the love of God 
becaufe of his profperity, but having been placed 
in poverty that he might live a more holy and 
blefled life, while he had his mind altogether free 
from earthly occupations. 
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Therefore, after the lofs of his kingdom, and 
the cure of the wounds he had received at the 
hands of the Normans, he takes a [journey] in 
the guife of a pilgrim to holy places through many 
lands, working for God on his holy pilgrimage. 
But after a time, being ftifF with old age and 
fhattered by his long journey, he became defirous 
to inflift on his weary body another form of 
religious practice. And becaufe to live on one's 
native foil is always pleafant, he made all hafte to 
England, where he had formerly been King, that 
he might fpend there the remainder of his days, 
poor, defpifed, and meanly clad, where once he 
had flourifhed as a king, wealthy, exalted, and 
clad in coftly garments, and in order that his merit 
might increafe in the fight of God (in proportion 
as he might poflefs a more benevolent fpirit) be- 
caufe he would be able every day to look upon 
his adverfaries and be happy in the kingdom he 
had loft, and alfo to obey the Lord's command in 
praying faithfully to God for them. 

On arriving at the ftiores of his native country, 
he chofe the folitary life of a hermit, and living there 
in many places unknown to all till he made his laft 
farewell to earthly things, he miniftered to God by 
faith. Nor did he change his place of abode by any 
caprice, but he fought where he might ferve God 
with moft tranquillity. Now this fame noble man 
had formerly an attendant named Mofes, who, 
when I, the prefent writer, was confined in the 
fame place at Chefter, where the Lord Harold, the 
hermit and friend erf" God died, attended me alfo 
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for two years. And I will tell you briefly and 
faithfully, though I mufl: omit much, the events 
which follow according to the account of Mofes and 
other faithfiil men. At length the man of God came 
to Shropfhire, to a place called (Cefwrthin) Chef- 
wardine, and there for feven years leading the life of 
a hermit, with this Mofes for his attendant, he was 
vety much difturbed . by Welfh robbers, and was 
frequently and violently afflifted at their hands by 
their robberies and aflaults. All this he bore 
with patience, in all things giving thanks to God 
with humility. But after a time, left outward 
tribulation fhould caft him down from his pofition 
of control over his inward man, he left that place, 
and followed by the above-mentioned attendant, 
fet out for Chefter, and there, in the Chapel of 
St. James, which is fituated on the River Dee, 
outfide the walls of the city in the cemetery of St. 
John Baptift, he fpent a hermit's life with great 
ftriftnefs for feven years, until his death. He 
wore for a long time a corfelet next his fkin, till it 
was all rotten, and quite wor|i away. But the 
cuttings and loofe pieces he bade his fervant throw 
fecretly into the river, that it might appear to no 
man that he had worn it. In his body, indeed, he 
was moft chafte and continent : in heart, lowly and 
prudent. Of what ftation of life he was he always 
kept a fecret, that he might not by chance be 
held in too great veneration by men, whereby his 
mind being elated he might flip from the path of 
uprightnefe, and the merit of his humility might 
be diminifhed in the fight of God. He rarely 
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quitted the chapel, but was conftant in continual 
prayer, doing what God has faid : that men ought 
always to pray and not to faint. In front of his 
eyes he hung at all times a cloth, which covered 
nearly the whole of his face, fo that when he 
wifhed to walk at all far he required the hand of 
a guide. Why he did this, his attendant did not 
know ; but perhaps he did it to hide the appear- 
ance of the wounds upon his gafhed face, or left, 
if a free outlet for his eyes exifted, an opening for 
fecular vanities might be made for his foul, or elfe 
it was that he might not be recognifed and vene- 
rated by any who had ktn him in former times. 
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On the Last Moments of Harold. 

OW as the day of the death of the 
venerable Harold drew near, and as 
that laft moment of extreme neceffity 
arrived when the holy man demanded 
the confolation of the Holy Sacrament, a prieft, 
whom I knew well, named Andrew, came and 
vifited the fick man and adminiftered to him all 
that the Chriftian rite requires. But as he was 
liftening to his laft confeffion, he aflced him of 
what ftation of life he was ? To whom he replied: 
" If you will promife me, on the Word of the 
Lord, that, as long as I live, you will not divulge 
what I tell you, I will fetisfy the motive of your 
queftion." The prieft anfwered : " On peril of 
my foul, I declare to you that anything you fhall 
tell me (hall be preferved a fecret from everyone 
till you have drawn your laft breath." Then he 
replied : " It is true that I was formerly the King 
of England,^ Harold by name, but now am I a 
poor man, lying in afties; and, that I might 
conceal my name, I caufed myfelf to be called 
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Chriftian." Not long after this he gave up the 
ghoft, and now, conqueror over all his enemies, he 
has departed to the Lord. But the prieft at once 
told them all that the man of God had confefled 
to him, in his laft words, that he was indeed King 
Harold. 
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